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THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENTARY
HANDBOOK
Availability

THE SPEAKER: 1 am pleased to inform mem-
bers that the seventeenth edition of the Western
Australian Parliamentary Handbook is now avail-
able. Considerable effort has gone into the pro-
duction of this volume. The entire work has been
reset and many relevant coloured photographs
have been included. The volume contains a chap-
ter outlining the history of this building and its
Parliamentary predecessors as well as some notes
on parliamentary procedure. In addition, a bro-
chure containing a photograph of all current mem-
bers of Parliament is issued with each volume.

A copy of the handbook will shortly be received
by each member. Further copies will be available
from the Clerk of Papers at a cost of $6.

BILLS (8): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1.Supply Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Brian

Burke (Treasurer), and read a first
time.

2. Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops)
Agreements Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Bryce
(Deputy Premier), and read a first time.

3. Joondalup Centre Amendment Bill.
4. Town Planning and Development Amend-

ment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Pearce

(Minister for Planning), and read a first
time.

5. Parks and Reserves Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Mclver

(Minister for Lands and Surveys), and
read a first time.

6. Poseidon Nickel Agreement Amendment
Bill.

7. Coal Mines Regulation Amendment Bill.
8. Mines Regulation Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Parker
(Minister for Minerals -and Energy),
and read a first time.

GRIEVANCES
Sessional Order

On motion by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the
House), resolved-

That commencing on Wednesday, 20
February 1985, and continuing until
otherwise ordered, Standing Order 224
"Grievances" shall apply for the balance of
the present Session.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr Cowan, leave of absence for

five weeks granted to Dr Dadour (Suhiaco) on the
ground of urgent private business.

DEFENCE: ALL-PARTY COMMITTEE
Standing Orders Suspension

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [2.29 p.m.]:. I
move-

That so much of Standing Orders be sus-
pended as will enable me to move forthwith
the following motion-

This House calls upon the Federal
Government to immediately initiate
moves to establish an all-party defence
committee.

I realise at this juncture I can debate only the
urgency of this matter.

The SPEAKER: You need a seconder. too.

Mr STEPHENS; It affects each and every per-
son in this nation. There is nothing to stop this
Parliament from considering these vital issues and
making recommendatinq to the Federal Govern-
ment.

I am prepared to acknowledge, like every other
sane person in this community, that we all look
forward to disarmament and ways and means of
avoiding a nuclear holocaust, but unilaterally
opting out of any defence arrangements would not
achieve that any more than the British and French
Governments did in 1939, or more correctly in the
period 1930-39.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member must con-
ine his remarks to the motion he has moved;

namely, to suspend Standing Orders. He is not to
debate the proposed motion.

Mr STEPHENS: I am trying to do that.

The SPEA KER: It did not seem very obvious.
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Mr STEPHENS: This matter has really been
highlighted by the debacle over the MX missile
affair. I know it could be argued that was really a
Federal Government problem, but it is not as easy
as that because it is a responsibility of Parliament
to see that our decision-making process is ongoing.
In this case Parliament keeps going, but I believe
it is urgent that we give full consideration to the
processes by which our defence needs can be de-
cided. I am sure, as a result of the problems with
the MX missile-

Point of Order
Mr B3RYCE: On a point of order, the member

for Stirling is making a mockery of the procedures
of the House by seeking to debate the substance of
his proposed motion. We would enjoy a debate on
any defence matter he cares to name at the appro-
priate time, but he is clearly doing this in the
wrong way and at the wrong time. I draw your
attention, Mr Speaker, to the inappropriateness of
what he is doing.

The SPEAKER: I accept the point of order
raised by the Deputy Premier. I have pointed out
already to the member for Stirling that he cannot
debate the reason for the motion he wishes to
move, given that the House agrees to the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders; he must confine his
remarks to a debate about the suspension of
Standing Orders.

Debate (on motion to suspend Standing Orders)
Resumed

Mr STEPHENS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I
appreciate your problem and I trust you appreci .-
ate my problem in establishing the urgency of this
issue. This matter is urgent, because an article
appeared in yesterday's The Australian in which a
United States congressman indicated he intended
to bring before the Congress of the USA a Bill
which, if carried, would ban the import into the
United States of goods from AN ZUS countries.

Surely an issue which would cause such action
to be taken against the export of Australian pri -
mary products is of importance to everybody in
this country. Therefore, if action is taken which
causes a United States congressman to contem-
plate taking such a step, it is imperative that we
respond and try to improve the decision-making
process so that our best interests are always looked
after.

I can see the look on your face, Sir. I do not
want you to have to call me to order again, but in
those few brief and restrained remarks I believe I
have indicated, bearing in mind the problem under

which [ labour, that it is very important that this
Parliament consider the decision-making process
in the area of defence.

The ANZUS Treaty forms the umbrella of our
defence protection and the action which has been
taken in the last few weeks has placed that treaty
at risk. It is all very well for the Deputy Premier to
say that he would welcome debate on this subject
but under the normal processes available to a
backbeiich member that would take place in six
months' time. We want a decision now, not in six
months' time.

Mr Tonkin: Why didn't you give notice of this
yesterday?

Mr STEPHENS: What is the Leader of the
House afraid of? Is be afraid of the fact that the
Labor Party's policy has always been one of paci-
fism? Is he afraid of that being highlighted in
debate in this place? We should give the Parlia-
ment the opportunity to debate this matter-

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to
cease making his remarks. There are other forms
of the House which he can utilise to present a
point of view. I have given him a fair run for the
last few minutes.

Is there a seconder to the motion?

Mr COWAN: I second the motion.

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the
House) [2.33 p.m.]: This is ridiculous. The mem-
ber for Stirling has waxed eloquent about the dif-
ficulties of defence. Were there no difficulties yes-
terday?

Mr Stephens: Of course there were.

Mr TONKIN: Why did not the member for
Stirling give notice yesterday of this matter if it is
so important?

Mr Stephens: I didn't give notice, because I
didn't want the matter left on the Notice Paper for
the next six months. That is why, and that has
been the procedure here.

Mr TONKIN: Had the member for Stirling
obtained the call at a reasonably early time, there
is no reason that we could not have debated the
matter today. He should get orgainsed.

Mr Stephens: We are organised.

Mr TONKIN: The member for Stirling is not
organised. This Parliament cannot be run in such
a way that, if a member gets a sudden brainwave
as he drives into the parking area here, he is then
able to jump to his feet in the House and move an
absurd motion like this.
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Mr Stephens: It is not absurd.

Mr TONKIN: There is a proper way in which
this House should be run.

Mr Stephens: Do you think the defence of this
country is absurd?

Mr TONKIN: Firstly, the member for Stirling
should have given notice of this matter yesterday.
He could then have debated it today. That would
be the orderly and proper way to go about the
matter. The Standing Orders have been estab-
lished to ensure that the business of the House is
conducted in an orderly fashion. For that reason,
and because it is quite obvious that the member is
not sincere in regard to this matter, bearing in
mind that he neglected to give notice of it yester-
day, I ask that the House reject the motion.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [2.35 p.m.]: We can-
not support the motion to suspend Standing Or-
ders to debate this matter, because we have not
been given the proper notice to enable us to do so.
The defence of this nation is a very serious issue
which deserves a full and proper debate in this
Parliament with adequate notice being given. It is
no secret that the defences of this country are in
an absolute shambles at present because of the
actions of Labor Governments both State and
Federal. We would very much appreciate the op-
portunity to debate fully the issue of defence after
proper notice of the matter has been given.

Mr Tonkin: So would we.

Mr COURT: We would certainly be very
interested to hear the true position of the Premier
and where he stands in respect of defence, because
he seems to be saying one thing in the news-
papers-

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to
confine himself to the subject matter of the mo-
tion.

Mr COURT: In conclusion, I point out that
defence is a serious matter. Therefore, we require
proper notice to be given of debate on this issue.
When that debate occurs, we shall be very
interested to hear where the Labor Party stands on
defence issues.

The SPEAKER: This question requires an ab-
solute majority. If there is a dissentient voice, I
shall divide the House.

Question put and a division called for.

Mr Stephens
Ayes 2

Mr Cowan

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Durkett
Mr Carr
Mr Cash
Mr Clarko
Mr Court
Mr Coyne
Mr Crane
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mrs Henderson
Mr Hodge

Noes 46
Mr Hughes
Mr Jamieson
Mr Peter Jones
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mclver
Mr MeNec
Mr Mensaros
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Rushton
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Spriggs
Mr Taylor
Mr Thompson
Mr Tonkin
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tray
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams
Mr Gordon Hill

(Teller)
Question thus negatived.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION Aa: REGULATIONS

Notice of Motion: Order Discharged
Notice of Motion discharged, on motion by Mr

Tonkin (Leader of the House).

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL,
TEACHING HOSPITALS, AMENDMENT

BILL
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Hodge
(Minister for Health), and transmitted to the
Council.

NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY (STATE
PROVISIONS) BILL

Third Reading
Debate resumed from 19 February.
MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Leader of the Op-

position) [2.43 p.m.]: My reason for entering this
third reading debate is simply to make a few brief
comments about remarks made yesterday by the
Minister on the subject of the manpower of the
WA Police Force, remarks which I have tried to
identify more clearly today. The Minister claimed
yesterday that the present Government had
increased the Police Force in two years by a great
deal more than was done in the last three years Of
the previous Government.

I challenge his statement very strongly, because
it was the previous Government which made an
agreement to provide an extra 100 police officers
per annum for three years and it is this Govern-
ment which has carried on that agreement. That
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was the basis upon which those extra officers were
provided.

We can agree with the Minister that the WA
Police Force still needs additional manpower. I
hope that when the Budget comes around this year
the Minister will be able to do better than has
been done in the past.

The three year agreement for the provision of
100 extra police officers has expired, so this year
the Government will enter a new situation- It will
also have to take into account the introduction of
55-years-of-age retirement, which is another fac-
tor which comes into play when considering the
number of police, because this also has an impact
on manpower.

I did not want to let the opportunity pass to
record the fact that I thoroughly disagree with the
Minister's comments. I challenge him to bring to
the House-if he wants to persist with the sort of
argument he presented yesterday, an argument I
do not think is very fruitful-a properly prepared
statement on police manpower and the needs, pro-
jections, and increases considered necessary. He
will find more to it than the simplistic figures he
has used. It is an important subject and he ought
to give some indication of where the Government
intends to go on this matter, because it is not just a
matter of manpower but of the type of manpower
the Police Force requires. It is a matter of the level
of training police officers get, the expertise they
are given, and whether we see more mnodernising
changes in the Police Force which will allow it to
deal more effectively with the problem of
organised crime.

Our Police Force has been moving in this direc-
tion well, and it is undoubtedly the best, if not
equal to the best, police force in Australia. Never-
theless, it has a long way to go. This shows how
much further other Australian police forces have
to go.

It is a very simple situation really and it is based
on the need for more manpower. But we also need
new kinds of manpower. We need specialist train-
ing and a continued commitment to upgrading the
modernity of the Police Force so that it can do the
much greater and wider job that needs to be done
to bring us right into the area of organised crime,
corporate crime, trade union crime, and all the
other kinds of activities that are going on-and
there are plenty of them in every field.

The Minister should not try just to introduce
simplistic figures and to say that his Government
has put more people into the Police Force, because
if we take it in isolation, that might be so, but the
Government still has a long way to go and it still
has not taken into account the other factors.

MRt CARR (Geraldton-Minister for Police
and Emergency Services) (2.48 p.m.]: I am very
pleased to respond to the challenge issued by the
Leader of the Opposition, firstly to expand slightly
on the figures to which he referred and secondly to
respond to his request for an indication of the
Government's intention with regard to police man-
power.

The figures to which I referred yesterday relate
to the increase in authorised strength of the WA
Police Force during each of recent years. I re-
cently had cause to take out figures for the last 20
years indicating the number of additional
policemen added to the Police Force over each of
those 20 years. I referred yesterday in particular
to the last three years of the previous Government
and I made the observation that the ratio of police
to population had been allowed to run down dur-
ing the late 1970s and the early 1980s. I indicated
that in the last three years of the Liberal Govern-
ment there was an addition to police strength of
160 officers, in the form of 100 in its last year.
none in the previous year, and 60 in the year
before that.

If my memory is correct and we go back to the
Liberals' last five years we find an addition of only
300 police officers during that time. I compared
that with the first two years of the Burke Govern-
ment and found that in each of the first two years
there was an addition to authorised police strength
of 100 officers, making 200 extra in two years. But
that is not the whole story, because in addition to
those 200 officers there were another 30. Those 30
were not in addition to authorised strength but 30
extra men who had become available for general
work within the Police Force because of the clos-
ure of the Victoria Quay Police Station at
Fremantle.

Thirty police officers had previously been
located at that police station, paid for by the
Fremantle Port Authority and performing
Fremantle Port Authority work. When the
Fremnantle Port Authority altered its arrange-
ments those 30 officers were transferred into the
general stream of the Police Force, and their
salaries were picked up by the police budget. So,
in effect, in two years this Government has
increased the number of police available in the
Police Force by 230 and that compares with the
previous Government's record of 160 in three
years or, as my memory serves me, 300 in five
years.

So clearly we have seen a much better perform-
ance by the present Government than by the pre-
vious Government. I accept the proposition put by
the Leader of the Opposition that there is still a
need for further increases in manpower. Without
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doubt further police manpower is required and, in
response to that statement, I point out that one of
the principal reasons we now need to increase
police manpower is the way, in the later years of
Liberal Governments, that the ratio of policemen
to population was allowed to run down.

The Leader of the Opposition has referred to
the three year agreement which was considered
and agreed to by the previous Government and
followed through by this Government. It is quite
correct that that was a three year programme for
an increase in authorised strength by 100 in each
year, and this was followed through in one year by
the previous Government and two years by this
Government. We are, as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition quite rightly points out, at a point where it is
now appropriate to consider the forward planning
of police numbers and the extent to which we are
able to increase police manpower in the years
ahead.

Quite clearly, such decisions must be made pri-
marily in the budget context. I have already
answered a question on the Notice Paper today
asked by the member for Karrinyup relating to the
recruitment levels at schools, and I have indicated
that a school is going into the academy next
Monday. Following that, the size of schools that
are able to be put into the academy in the later
part of the year wilt be dependent upon the
amount of money that is allocated in the budget.

I say this to the Leader of the Opposition and to
anyone else who is interested in the question of
police manpower levels: The Government is
presently considering the position. Cabinet cur-
rently is considering a proposal to give a forward
planning commitment for police officers. The
reason for that simply is this: If wye wait until the
Budget in September or October and make a de-
cision then as to how many police officers the
Police Force can be increased by in the next year.
obviously we would delay schools that would want
to enter the academy in the first week in July or
thereabouts.

It is in that context that a proposal has been put
before Cabinet and the Government is presently
considering the extent to which it will be able to
increase the police manpower levels in the im-
mediate future.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Carr
(Minister for Police and Emergency Services),
and transmitted to the Council.

ENERGY: STATE ENERGY COMMISSION

Annual Report 1983-84

Debate resumed from 27 November 1984.

MR PETER JONES (Narrogin) [2.55 p.m.j: I
thank the Minister for his consideration. I was in
Tasmania when the report was brought in, and
also when the motion that the report be noted was
moved by the Minister.

I wish to comment upon an undertaking given in
1982 by the previous Government that the budget
or the estimates of the State Energy Commission
would be brought to the Parliament for discussion
along with the financial details relating to other
instrumentalities and so on-

I would like to remind the House why that
undertaking was given. It goes back some time
prior to that when some dissatisfaction was
expressed by members of the previous Govern-
ment, by myself, and by State Treasury-I think
with some justification-at the way in which the
SEC prepared its financial details but, more par-
ticularly, its identifiable degree of public account-
ability. Quite frankly, I accepted that as being
legitimate criticism. It was also associated with
the preparation by the SEC for the very consider-
able financial management, business undertak-
ings, and capital expenditure with which it would
be involved in the pipeline project and the North-
West Shelf project, and other matters relating to
the expansion of the commission's activities.

As a result of that, I accepted the advice of the
commission and W. D. Scott and Co. was
appointed to report on financial management and
procedures within the SEC. Various
recommendations were made when the report was
received, and it has been made public.

I think it is also fair to comment that there
would be people within the SEC-the middle or-
der management and perhaps further down-who
felt that they did not adequately receive consider-
ation in the preparation of that report, and from
what I have subsequently been able to learn, I
believe that some of their criticisms were justified.

However, notwithstanding that, the major
reason was to ensure that the SEC should have
what the previous Opposition, and now Govern-
ment, repeatedly suggested in its attacks on the
commission at that time; namely, a performance
audit. That was done very responsibly and very
properly by the senior management of the SEC
and those who were appointed to do so.

One of the points which came out of it, as I
mentioned, was this aspect of public account-
ability, particularly in relation to the far more
dominant and prominent role that the SEC has
adopted, or which was thrust upon it. If the Minis-
ter wishes to check this, he will find somewhere
within the files of the commission a minute from
me requiring that in future years the estimates of
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the SEC should be prepared and made available,
and they should come to ibis House and be dis-
cussed by the Parliament and be publicly seen.
The SEC should be seen to be accountable. Bear-
ing in mind that the SEC has all this information
available to it and that it prepares all these esti-
mates anyway, there is no reason that it should not
do so; and indeed, that undertaking was given by
me publicly in response to a request by the then
Opposition and now Government.

One of the bases of it was accountability, per-
formance audit, and so on, and I agree with that.
Indeed, it had been initiated.

Following the change of Government, I made an
inquiry and understood that it was not intended to
proceed. Subsequently, it has not occurred.

Using the tabling of the annual report to do so, I
make the comment that it should be the intention
of this Government, as it was the intention of the
previous Government, to ensure that the budget of
the SEC is available for public scrutiny, in the
same way as the estimates in other areas of
Government are made available and as the present
Government, when in Opposition, sought to have
this done. It was agreed to, and this was done in
association, as part of the accountability process.

The Minister may say that there are grave diffi-
culties with this, and I am sure that if the Minister
sought to obtain such information he would be
given strong reasons that it should not be so. He
would be persuaded that the budget procedures of
the commission are so complicated-they are
computerised-that it would be almost impossible
to do what I am suggesting and, indeed, almost
impossible to do what I committed, in 1982, to be
done.

There is no excuse, Indeed, the very fact that
this information is computerised should make it
easier. The Minister has available to him infor-
mation which shows that in 1982-late
November, if not December-I finally approved
the budget for that year.

Mr Parker: The then current financial year?
Mr PETER JONES: The then current financial

year. The reason given was that it would come out
as a massive computer print-out. Within two hours
of its being presented in my office I sent it back. I
was not to be insulted by commission officers in
that way. Because I would not approve of the
budget, a series of exchanges resulted. In the end
we encountered great difficulty in obtaining infor-
mation, as the commission officers would be able
to tell the Minister. I certainly would be able to
apprise him of the situation. I did not approve the
final budget of the commission until late
November or early December.

Mr Parker: How did you determine the 1982-83
increase without the budget?

Mr PETER JONES: I am about to come to
that. The commission put forward a submission to
the then G overniment seeking a IS per cent tariff
increase, which I refused. All of this again is avail-
able to the Minister. The reason for my refusal
was that it had not been done on a basis accept-
able to me. I certainly did not recommend to my
colleagues or Treasury that it be accepted. it is
interesting to note that the year before last the
present Government came forward with one of its
justifications for increasing the energy tariffs at
that time by saying that an insufficient increase
had been agreed to by the previous Minister.

Mr Parker: You still approved 13 per cent?
Mr PETER JONES: I approved 13 per cent,

but I did not approve the amount the commission
was seeking, because the commission could not
justify it. That is largely an irrelevant argument. I
intended to use it, as an example. The fact is that I
do not believe it is fair to the present or future
Ministers to do so, until the percentage details of
what the commission seeks to do are available.

Mr Parker: How did you arrive at the 13 per
cent?

Mr PETER JONES: With great difficulty.
Where capital works programmes and the allo-

cation of staffing for the number Of People it was
intended to take on were concerned, it took some
months to establish. In other words, what W.D.
Scott stated in the report-the need for
accountability within the commission, and its vari-
ous sections was to my satisfaction, and public
satisfaction.

There was a need for greater accountability and
that was stated by the then Opposition. I agreed
with that and that is why the undertaking was
given. It imposed a discipline and in no way am I
suggesting that there was any need to avoid the
ultimate responsibility. Other instrumentalities
and departments have to be accountable and that
argument was put forward by the present Govern-
ment when it was in Opposition. That fact was
accepted, and was the basis of the Scott report. As
a result of the subsequent assessment it was de-
cided that the commission should be disciplined in
terms of time and its obligations. It was account-
able to Treasury and to the public, and to the
energy customers of this State. That is why the
commitment was given. I have no idea of the sub-
sequent advice given to the present Minister's
predecessor and why the system did not proceed.

I wish to raise one other point in relation to the
report, and it relates to a note appended to the
current report on the financial details relevant to
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the funds owed by the commission to one of its
coal suppliers.

It more than suggests, it clearly states, that an
amount has not been included for any liability.

According to the report, some $4.4 million was
achieved as a trading surplus for the year in ques-
tion. The note in the section which deals with
contingencies and contractual commitments
states-

The Commission's policy is to disclose as a
contingency any material future obligation
which may arise, due to special circumstances
or events.

That is fair enough. To continue-
There are a number of current claims by

and against the Commission relating to mat-
ters arising out of the supply of coal from
Muja under the long term coal sales agree-
ment. No specific provision has been made
for these matters in the accounts by reason
that:
(a) the amounts can not be accurately

calculated;
(b) the Commission disputes liability for the

amounts claimed; and
(c) in the opinion of the Commissioners, the

claims do not involve amounts which
will, or may, substantially affect the
ability of the Commission to meet its
obligations as and when they fall due.

The point I wish to make is that given the fact that
the commission reports a 54.4 million surplus and
given the fact that its policy is to disclose
liabilities, it says in the report that it will not
diclose this one. I understand from answers to
questions, which the Minister gave to me in the
second half of last year, that that liability, if
proven, is now of the order of $20 million. Claims
have been made that the liability has now reached
that figure.

It would not have been that high at the end of
that fiscal year. The Minister led me to another
figure for the end of the fiscal year, from memory
it was $ 16 million to $ 17 million. The point is it is
not peanuts. It is inevitable that the commission
will have to settle for some of that, perhaps not all,
because it is well-known it is the subject of liti-
gation. The commission is not likely to be excused
from paying a substantial portion of that figure. 1
fail to see why, in reporting a $4.4 million surplus,
referring to a year in which it is disputing pay-
ments which at 30 June with interest and other
charges were a considerable number of millions of
dollars, some note was not made of the amount
being disputed. I would have thought that was a

substantial irresponsibility particularly if the sub-
sequent litigation establishes the commission has
to pay half or a substantial portion.

By the time that is resolved the figure will be
more than $10 million, and that amount will be a
charge against this year's energy customers. I ap-
preciate that that is predominantly a bookkeeping
matter because in no way am I drawing attention
to the substance of the litigation or to the dispute
or its merits. But there must be some reason for
appending a note to the financial results of the
commission which says its policy is to reveal what
any future liabilities and charges might be and
then explicitly not revealing one of such consider-
able substance. Perhaps the Minister can indicate
what it is.

In thanking the Minister I come back to the
main point of my comment. It is disappointing
that an undertaking given to the then Opposition
in 1982, an undertaking which it sought and which
I thought was reasonable, and I supported the
move and set it in motion, should have been aban-
doned and not pursued. I am sure that if the
Minister seeks to pursue it he will be given very
good reasons it should not be done. That is not the
point. There is a need for performance auditing
and public accountability and if it is good enough
for other instrumentalities to have to account for
management and stewardship, it is good enough
for the SEC. I thought so when I was Minister,
and I still do.

It imposes a discipline on the SEC which it
needs to adhere to, and I urge the Minister when
the Estimates are brought to Parliament later this
year to include the commission's estimates dealing
with its internal management, various branches
and departments, and the amount of money set
aside for the commission's various activities, so
that Parliament and the public will be able to do
what the present Government sought to do when
in Opposition, and which I supported then and still
do.

MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for Min-
erals and Energy) [3.15 p.m.]: I thank the mem-
ber for his comments. When an annual report is
tabled in the Parliament, traditionally what hap-
pens is that it is there for the information of mem-
bers and for the public. We gave an undertaking
when in Opposition that the annual report and
accounts of the SEC would be made the subject of
debate in the Parliament so that the Opposition
and any other members of Parliament could de-
bate the issues which arose and were disclosed by
the report, rather than having to use various de-
vices to do so. I am not aware of the undertaking
to which the member referred in relation to
tabling the estimates of the SEC, presumably at
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about the same time as the Budget was brought
down. We did not give that undertaking when in
Opposition as part of our election policy. What I
have done is to fulfil our election policy.

In relation to the budget preparation, my ex-
perience with regard to the SEC is distinct and
different from that which befell the member for
Narrogin when he had responsibility for the in-
strumentality. I have been through only one
budget preparation exercise with the commission
and I ant about to embark on another.

When I became Minister in charge of the SEC
one of the first things I did was to sit down with
the commissioners, in particular the full-time
commissioner, the deputy commissioner, and the
other associate commissioners, and point out that
in Government we would want not only from the
SEC, but from all agencies, early reports as to the
current performance of the agency concerned,
what was expected in the current financial year,
and their proposals for the forthcoming financial
year.

I cannot remember the exact dates, but we
obtained a full capital and operating budget for
the SEC well within the time it was needed in
order for it to go to Treasury for its evalu-
ation-and the member for Narrogin would be
aware that like other statutory authorities and
Government departments the SEC accounts are
subject to Treasury scrutiny. I do not know
whether that was the case with the former
Government, but in our instance all reports have
Treasury advice as to whether it believes that
which is presented to the Government is fair and
reasonable and whether the tariff schedule put
forward is what is required.

That came to the Government about the end of
April-I cannot remember the exact date-when
1 was in Japan and I had sent to me by courier the
semi-final draft of the budget I had previously
discussed, and the final draft went forward to
Treasury upon my return from Japan. It then was
the subject of considerable Cabinet discussion.

Mr Peter Jones: Is this the full detailed budget
of how much will be spent on each division?

Mr PARKER: Yes, division by division, staff
member by staff member, contract by contract,
project by project, and the capital works pro-
gramme. There were some inadequacies in the
initial document, but it was in time for me to seek
further advice and ask questions. The Cabinet
made a decision-I do not think it is any secret.
The member or the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition at the time asked questions about whether
we approved the SEC's initial request, and the

answer was that like the member in his last year in
office we did not approve it.

Mr Peter Jones: You told me you had not.

Mr PARKER: That was why I asked how the
member for Narrogin arrived at the figure of 13
per cent because there was considerable difficulty
in our arriving at the figure of 3.8 per cent. It was
done with the co-operation of the SEC. Before we
finally decided on the sort of figure we felt could
be justified and was absolutely essential the com-
mission, 1, and other members of the staff were
involved in considerable rehashing of the budget
originally put forward. Obviously, if the SEC
asked for a certain sum and we approved a differ-
ent sum it needed to be dealt with. I said I was not
going to have the SEC or any other Government
agency determine, for example, if we have to cut
back on capital works, which ones they should be.
They can tell me what they think are the import-
ant things in capital works, but the Government
will make the decisions about which capital works
will go ahead and which will be cut out.

That is, in fact, what happened. We went
through the capital works programme and it was
cut back considerably to allow us to arrive at the
3.8 per cent tariff increase. The SEC went
through the labour budget and arrived at a figure
which enabled the commission to fit within the
budget. We aimed to make further savings as the
year progressed to keep within the figures which
were necessary, At the end of that time and in
time for the announcement of the 3.8 per cent
increase which would have been about the last
week in June-I cannot remember the exact
date-we had very much in place the budget
which is now being followed.

Apart from regular reports on bow various as-
pects of the budget are being met, I have not had
further contact with it. It was approved at that
time and went into operation on 1 July. It has been
in operation ever since. It is somewhat better be-
cause the situation of load growth has been higher
than anticipated, largely due to the higher level of
economic activity in the State than was previously
the case and partly due to the high demand for
electricity which was evident from the long cold
winter and is evident also from the long hot sum-
mer, as we can all testify. That has had an impact
on the amount of electricity we sell. The capital
works programme is particularly complex, as it
would have been in the member's last year as
Minister, because of the substantial sums of
money for the capital works involved in the North-
West Shelf pipeline. That consumed about $930
million. The capital works were essential and were
fully reported to us item by item.
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It may be that the improved performance upon
that which is reported to us by the member for
Narrogin in terms of budget preparation and so
on-I can only take the member for Narrogin's
word for it; I will follow it up with the com-
mission-is as a result of the procedures that were
initiated following the W. D. Scott report. There is
no doubt, in general terms, that the report was
approved and has been generally implemented. Of
course, with the strengthening in the area of
financial control, with Bill Heron and his people
and the increasing computerisation of that side of
the SEC, obviously there is a much greater oppor-
tunity for us to work on those things earlier. I do
not know whether our current problems with re-
petitive strain injury will make it more difficult to
do this year. However, we will work that out.

Certainly, during the last year, some of the
measures that were implemented following the
recommendations of the W. D. Scott report have
taken effect in terms of budgeting. I have had
nothing but co-operation from the SEC in its mak-
ing me aware of any issues, including contingent
issues, which I will come back to in a moment and
which may have had an impact on the budget.

On the question of performance auditing which
was one of the key recommendations of the W. D.
Scott report, during my currency as Minister we
have appointed an internal performance auditor
which has the general function of being an
internal-external auditor. The firm has been
appointed by the commission, but is not a com-
mission internal audit officer. It is its job to go
through both the general accounts and also the
area of performance audit. To my knowledge,
Price Waterhouse, which was appointed about
eight months ago to undertake that task, has been
involved in performance audits of at least three
sections of the SEC; the personnel and industrial
relations section, the drafting section, and the con-
struction and workshops group. It has made
recommendations in respect of each of those three
areas, most of which are being implemented, but
some of which are still under consideration. That,'in turn, is making the SEC a much more efficient
organisation. Despite the fact that we have had to
staff up the SEC for Muja D and for the gas
pipeline which have come on stream and for which
we did not have staff and did not need staff until
the current financial year, we have reduced in the
order of 200 the number of employees of the SEC
during that time, even though we are staffing up
in these new areas.

I have been very firm in that regard. For
example, after the Government announced the
two-for-one replacement policy-I was not Minis-
ter at the time-and shortly after I became Minis-

ter, I took unto myself the power to approve all
replacements of staff within the SEC, not because
I wanted to be involved in the actual selection of
staff, but, if a position became vacant and before
the normal advertisement procedures could be fol-
lowed through, I required that my permission be
granted for that position to be advertised.

Mr Peter Jones: That applied in my time, too.

Mr PARKER: At the moment I have modified
the appointments procedure to some degree by
virtue of the fact that there are important and
urgent decisions Often to be made in regard to
powerhouses and I have excluded powerhouses
and the transmission system from that position.
All other areas, including the C and W group,
head office, and the subdepots and those sorts of
things, require my approval before there is any
staff replacement even when it includes an in-
crease in establishment. Some pressure is being
put on me at the moment to change that position
again, but my view is that it has worked well and I
very rarely knock back a request.

The important thing it has done is to ensure that
commission staff, when considering these matters,
really have to decide whether they do need the
positions to be filled instead of their just assuming
automatically that they will get those positions.
They now have to decide whether there is justifi-
cation for a position. The net result of all that has
been that, despite the increase in the areas of
operation of the commission at Muja and the gas
pipeline, we have reduced numbers. The com-
mission has an authorised establishment of the
order of 6 100. In fact, it is now working with an
establishment of about 5 700 people. That has
been achieved only by a great deal of effort on
everybody's part. Now that the officers of the
commission have been given that onus, the senior
staff of the commission have been trying very
hard, in my view, to ensure that they assess each
and every officer before determining a replace-
ment. We have taken on an extra 40 staff as a
result of RSI problems and those numbers have
altered the f igu res a bit.

I will consider the question of the estimates. It is
the first time that that matter has been raised with
me specifically. As I said, I am aware of our own
policy and commitment which I have now
honoured. I was not specifically aware of the con-
cerns of the member for Narrogin, but I will look
into the points that he has raised with me and see
whether something can be done in that regard.

The other point raised by the member related to
contingent liability in regard to the dispute with
Griffin Coal Mining Co. Ltd. As the report to
which the member referred says, there is a large
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number of matters in dispute with Griffin Coal,
not just one matter. The major action has been set
down for trial. The Supreme Court has set aside
May and June to have that matter heard. If that
is the way in which these matters progress, there
will be some very wealthy lawyers around.

There is a smaller matter which would have
been, at the time these accounts were prepared, a
contingent liability in respect of coal deliveries.
That matter went to the Privy Council late last
year. The SEC won that case hands down. The
Privy Council unanimously upheld the view of the
Chief Justice of Western Australia who in turn
had upheld the SEC's view. Although that matter
does not go to the heart of the contract dispute,' it
has a material impact on the way the contract is
construed. In effect, what the Privy Council said
and also, some time before that, what the Chief
Justice said, was that, in essence-there was a
considerable financial saving resulting from that
decision alone--the SEC's approach to the con-
struction of the contract was the correct approach
and that Griffin's approach to its construction was
incorrect. Although that does not go to the heart
of the major matters in dispute between the SEC
and Griffin, it does have a material impact on the
way in which that whole contract was to be con-
struedi.

I would be surprised-I admit I have to take the
member's word for it-if I gave an answer which
indicated that there was a liability to Griffin of
$16 million. Certainly, I would not have said that.
I would be surprised if I even gave an answer
which indicated that there was a contingent liab-
ility of that order.

Mr Peter Jones: I apologise. I was referring only
to the scale of the liability and not whether it was
contingent.

Mr PARKER: That was the scale claimed by
Griffin. It is an interesting point that the chair-
man of Griffin made comments about the figures
which are in the order that the member has
mentioned at the annual general meeting. That
may be where the member obtained his figure. I
do not remember the figure.

In any event, when one analyses the Griffin
position on the basis of claims before the Supreme
Court, the figure is not of that order at all.

The SEC auditors are confident about the com-
mission's position and time will tell if that is cor-
rect. It will all depend on when the matter is
settled and whether the SEC will have to pay
anything.

It is interesting to note that in the 1983-84
financial year the Griffin company said that the
SEC's claims were within the contract and that it

did not owe the company anything. It is not as
though the problem arose recently because it
happened years ago. However, those matters will
come out in the wash and it will be clear as to
whether there is a liability or a contingent liab-
ility.

SECWA has been careful by saying that no
specific claim has been made in respect of contin-
gent liabilities, but buried in the accounts there
are some figures.

The SEC takes a strong view that it does not
owe Griffin anything, but it takes account of the
fact that Griffin owes it money.

In terms of the financial accounts, any problems
which may arise at the end of the litigation be-
tween the partners in SECWA and Griffin will be
investigated. I do not believe it is cause for con-
cern and when the matter has been resolved I am
sure we will see that the commission has treated,
with due caution, any potential burden it may
have to resolve if there is to be Supreme Court
action.

I will check the budget estimates with the com-
missioners and give the matter raised by the mem-
ber consideration. The SEC is involved with highly
confidential matters and its revenue this year will
not be dissimilar to the territorial revenue of the
entire State of Western Australia which will be in
the order of $ 1.2 billion.

Many of the matters which have been raised are
confidential SEC matters and I can understand
the reason for their not being included in the esti-
mates. The SEC does not want to reveal its strat-
egy in advance.

I will review the minutes of the commission to
which the member referred and the matters which
he authorised when he was Minister and advise
him in due course of my decision.

Question put and passed.

ACTS AMENDMENT (CONSUMER AFFAIRS)
BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 24 October 1984.
MR TRETHOWAN (East Melville) [3.33

p.m.]: This is a relatively short Bill which seeks to
amend the Consumer Affairs Act principally to
allow the establishment of a Department of Con-
sumer Affairs and the appointment of a perma-
nent head under the Public Service Act for that
department. The Bill also seeks to amend the
Building Societies Act, the Hire-Purchase Act, the
Motor Vehicle Dealers Act, the Petroleum
Products Pricing Act, and the Petroleum Retailers
Rights and Liabilities Act. The amendments to
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the Acts I have mentioned are largely to take
account of the change to the Consumer Affairs
Act and it will change the nomenclature within
those Acts relating to the Commissioner for Con-
sumer Affairs and the Bureau of Consumer Af-
fairs.

The alterations contained in the Bill will also
allow for the Minister or the permanent head of
the proposed new department to delegate his auth-
ority to an authorised officer.

I understand this will be of advantage, particu-
larly in regard to the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act.
It will allow for the waiving of warranties which
will assist in the smooth operation of that Act.

The Opposition did not oppose this Bill when it
was presented to the Legislative Council, however,
it does have some concerns about it. The principal
concern relates to the fact that a large number of
sections of the Bill are retrospective. When this
Bill is passed and assented to the proposed
changes will relate back to 6 April 1983. 1 pre-
sume that the reason for this is to give credence to
the alterations the Government has already made
in regard to the Bureau of Consumer Affairs and,
in fact, to authorise those alterations. It is an
unfortunate way to present legislation because it is
the presentation of a fait accompli. It is something
which has become only too common with this
Government; that is, to institute changes within
the Public Service, institute changes to depart-
ments, and amalgamate departments, and only
after changes have gone a long way down the line
has the Government presented a Bill to this Parlia-
ment to authorise such changes. It is most unfor-
tunate and it is something the Opposition feels
should be avoided, It is with reluctance that the
Opposition agrees to not oppose this Bill which
includes many retrospective clauses.

In addition there is something anomalous about
this Bill. Not only does it seek to justify actions
obviously taken on 6 Apr1 1983, but there has also
been no hurry on the part of the Government to
take the necessary steps to authorise its actions. It
was 16 October 1984 before this Bill was
introduced into the upper House; that is, IS
months after the changes had been made. One
cannot possibly say that the Government was par-
ticularly concerned about retrospectivity because
it made absolutely no attempt to introduce what is
a relatively minor and simple Bill to justify admin-
istrative changes which ij had already made. It is
not a satisfactory situation.

The Government can in no way claim that the
Opposition has been obstructive in the passage of
this Bill. In fact, the Bill was introduced in the
other place on 16 October last year and was

debated a week later and on the day it was passed
it was presented to this House. The second reading
of the Bill took place in this House on 24 October,
so it had a rapid transition. It took virtually the
normal seven days allowed between the second
reading and the time for the Opposition to make a
reply to pass through the upper House.

In spite of that it has taken five months, from 24
October until 20 February 1985, for that Bill to be
brought on for debate in this place. That is un-
usual because the Bill was in a high position on the
Notice Paper for the whole of the last session. I
wonder why it was not brought on for debate? It is
exacerbating the retrospectivity by an additional
five months; not only did it take the Government
I8 months to produce the Bill to justify its admin-
istrative action, but also the Government took
another five months to get it through the Parlia-
ment even though it knew within a week of
introducing the Bill that the Opposition did not
oppose it. I do not believe this is good handling of
legislation to the advantage of government of this
State. It is a strange situation, No amendments
appear on the Notice Paper and there is no appar-
ent reason for the delay. In fact, the Opposition
was prepared to debate the Bill within a week of
its introduction in this House. However, we waited
and waited but nothing happened. I ask the
Government and the Minister why this delay has
occurred, a delay which has quite needlessly
exacerbated the retrospective nature of parts of
the Bill.

The other concern that the Opposition has
about this legislation will either be firmly estab-
lished or shown to be imagined by the pro-
gress of time. That concern relates to the potential
for the growth of a bureaucracy that may occur
with the change of format to a Department of
Consumer Affairs. The Opposition is concerned
that there appears to be an increasing degree of
dissatisfaction about the attitude of some mem-
bers of the Consumer Affairs Department towards
the operations of business enterprises. I express
this concern in the same way as I expressed con-
cern last year regarding the operation of the Small
Claims Tribunals. A number of people have
brought to my attention concern about the atti-
tude of the officers of the Consumer Affairs De-
partment in that they have not always thoroughly
checked the accuracy of statements that could in-
jure people in business before making those
statements public or having them made public
through the Parliament. This Bill has the potential
to allow the consumer affairs operation to grow
considerably under the new format of a depart-
ment. The Opposition is concerned that this
should not occur; that the efficiency of the depart-
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ment should be very carefully scrutinised; and that
it should have a very fair face to present to both
those people who need its help-and many con-
sumers need its help-and those who supply goods
and services, and who should not be unjustly at-
tacked.

I hope that steps will be taken to ensure that the
department will handle fairly matters which are
placed before it and that accurate investigation is
undertaken to ensure that neither are consumers
disadvantaged nor small business people er-
roneously attacked and put in jeopardy. There is
no assurance in the Bill that that will be the case.
It raises the possibility of the Department of Con-sumrer Affairs growing into a very large bureauc-
racy with one purpose only. In the eyes of some
people that appears to be to attack the business
community. I know many officers within the de-
partment do not have that attitude but have an
attitude of fairness and precision in their oper-
ation; they wish to see justly dealt with the very
needy cases involving consumers who have been
adversely affected by business practices.
Unfortunately, others do not appear to have such
an equitable nature. I express my concern now
about that situation.

This is a relatively straightforward Bill; it is not
a Bill which in itself detrimentally affects any of
the industries covered under the amending Acts.
The Bill is retrospective in much of its action and
as such it should be condemned. Retrospectivity
which is needless merely shows the inadequacy of
preparation in terms of the presentation of legis-
lation to this place. That has been underlined by
the Government's delay in bringing this legislation
forward with the result that it is another five
months further down the track in terms of its
retrospectivity. We are facing two years' retro-
spective application by the time assent is given, as
opposed to the 18 months which applied when the
Bill was originally introduced. I am concerned
about that and believe that the Government
should not feel pleased with itself in the progress
of this legislation.

MR COURT (Nedlands) [3.47 p.m.]: I support
the comments made by the member for East
Melville. The main purpose of this legislation is to
change the Bureau of Consumer Affairs to the
Department of Consumer Affairs.

I take this opportunity to express the concern of
the business sector, particularly the small business
sector, with regard to the operation of the Bureau
of Consumer Affairs. It is said in many sections of
the business community that the officers in some
cases are adopting an antibusiness stance. That
should be of concern to all those in the community
who would like the bureau to carry out the func-

tion for which it was originally established; that is,
to act as a conciliator between warring
people-the consumer and the business person.
The bureau would provide a middle person in
those disputes and initially it worked in a healthy
way. Both sides had respect for the bureau. How-
ever, they have now witnessed a change and in
some cases when the Bureau of Consumer Affairs
gets involved, tension immediately increases on
both sides and all-out warfare follows, rather than
a conciliatory process. Tempers have flared in
many cases and the participants have been unable
to settle. They have then taken their problems to
the Small Claims Tribunals. We are well aware of
the problems that business has experienced with
the operation of the tribunals which are currently
being investigated by a committee of this House.

Members opposite often enjoy bringing up cases
where a consumer has been disadvantaged and the
business person has them dudded, but it is rare
that we hear a case where the business person is
dudded by the consumer. Small business people
have the Same Sort of rights in these matters as the
consumer, and it is important to realise this. It is
important that members of Parliament and mem-
bers of the media are very careful to get their facts
right before they bring some of the facts to the
public's attention. These facts are often
highlighted through the media or through this
House.

By bringing the consumer problem to the atten-
tion of the public, one can cause very severe dam-
age to the business concerned, whether the busi-
ness is right or wrong. Once it is brought before
the public, people become worried about dealing
with that particular firm. Even if the firm proves
itself innocent, it still cannot repair the damage
which has been done.

Over the years while the bureau has been in
operation, some companies believe they have been
very hard done by. One building company in par-
ticular seemed to have caught the wrath of the
bureau quite early in its piece. The bad publicity
was enough to sink that building company, but to
its Credit it is now one of the largest building
companies in Western Australia, providing some
of the best quality, low-cost housing available in
this State. Many companies are not able to do
that. That is an example of a company which was
able to survive the publicity surrounding several
cases with that bureau.

Another business which was singled out some
years back was a furniture company which
specialised in the lower end of the furniture mar-
ket; some people called it the welfare end of the
market. These people, I understand, had 40 or 50
complaints made against them to the Department
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of Consumer Affairs. Just after that they were
named in the annual report.

This company took the trouble to visit all those
people who had made complaints-and these
people were' far and wide; many of them were in
the north-west. All these people said they were
happy with the company. There is a story to be
told about how those 40 complaints reached the
Department of Consumer Affairs and how they
were named in the annual report. That company
has never had the opportunity to redress the pub-
licity which was given in that set of instances with
the Department of Consumer Affairs.

The Department of Consumer Affairs is not the
only organisation which can bring these cases up,
making it very difficult for any business to survi ve.
One must realise that 99 per cent of the people in
business do everything they can to help the con-
sumer. They do not want to lose faith with the
consumer, because that is how they make their
living.

In these cases which are brought before the
Department of Consumer Affairs-some of them
quite rightly-the business person may have
dludded the consumer and may deserve to be com-
pelled to make recompense; in other cases the con-
sumer may have been ridiculous. In many cases a
conciliatory type of person is needed at the De-
partment of Consumer Affairs to calm down
emotions, which may have become very high, in
order to try to reach some rational agreement.

The other people who seem to enjoy making a
big fuss about the consumer being dudded without
getting their facts right are those in the media.
They love picking up a case and splashing the
company all over the newspaper or the television
without giving the company the right to put its
side of the story.

One example of that happening occurred over
the Christmas period. The story about a lady who
had a problem with a pool was carried on the
Channel 9 news. I think the member for Whitford
knows about this case, because she was involved
with the media report. A series of allegations was
made on television, and they were quite startling.
There were stories of pools popping out of the
ground and that type of stuff. There were numer-
ous complaints to the Department of Consumer
Affairs of shoddy work, including electrical work
not done by qualified electricians, and of the
company's change of name, and so on.

These allegations were made through the media
without that company having the right to refute
them. As it turned out, those allegations were not
correct, yet the damage had already been done.

The immediate reaction to this story-and it
was re-run a week later-was that some people

stopped payment of their cheques to this company,
and because Channel 9 said this had happened,
they thought it must have happened. Their orders
dried up and the end result was that the company
went out of business.

That is a good example of a consumer problem
being aired publicly without the proper procedures
taking place and without both sides of the argu-
ment being put. In that case it was very interesting
that the next day the first person to come around
asking for money was the tax man. Of course, the
other creditors were also knocking on the door.

What I am trying to say is that, as the member
for East Melville said, the officers of the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs in most cases do the
best they can. They are fair and equitable; they
have to handle pretty difficult emotional prob-
lems.

What I want to bring to the attention of the
House is that some sections-and quite large sec-
tions-of the small-business community are seeing
the Department of Consumer Affairs departing
from the area of conciliation and heading towards
a course of arbitration, and in some cases dic-
tation, without giving the small-business person a
fair go.

We all know how important these people are to
our economy. The Government is learning day by
day that they form an important section, and it is
important that their rights in this whole matter of
consumer affairs are protected, as are those of the
consumer.

Mr Gordon Hill: You are well aware that we
have done more for small business than any other
Government.

Mr COURT: The member must be joking to
make a statement like that. What about the
charade of the tax hot line? The member should
know what the problems are. Land tax and FID-

Mr Gordon Hill: What did you do about tax
reform? Nothing.

Mr COURT: We certainly did not introduce
new taxes in the way the Government has done.
Before the member opens his mouth about what
this Government has done for small business, he
should get his facts straight. I hope members op-
posite have heard the brief comments made about
the concern in the small-business community for
affairs of the Department of Consumer Affairs. I
hope they are concerned.

Mrs Beggs interjected.

Mr COURT: That is the same pool I referred to
as an example of the media going off half-cocked
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without getting the facts right and without the
small business involved having the right of reply.

Mrs Beggs: Do you know all the facts behind
that case?

Mr COURT: 1 have heard many of the facts. Is
the member saying that the Channel 9 report was
correct?

Mrs Beggs: 1 have no control over what Channel
9 does.

Mr COURT: I was not attacking the member
for Whitford; I was attacking the fact that Chan-
nel 9 made a big feature of the story without
allowing the other side of the case to be put.

Mrs Beggs: I shall tell you the other side of the
story. About five people were on the point of pay-
ing approximately $5 000 each for swimming
pools which they would not get.

Mr COURT: The day after the Channel 9 re-
port people stopped payment on their cheques and
ceased obtaining pools from that company. I am
glad the member for Whitford brought up that
matter again, because I wanted to make a point in
respect of it.

Mrs Beggs: People in my electorate have waited
four years to have their pools finished by that
company.

Mr COURT: Can the member for Whitford
provide evidence that people have waited four
years to have their swimming pools completed by
that company?

Mrs Beggs: People have waited four years to
have their pools completed.

Mr COURT: So the member for Whitford is
saying that people have waited four years to have
their swimming pools completed?

Mrs Beggs: Yes; and one couple paid $1 000 to
have repairs done to their pool and they are still
waiting.

Mr COURT: Therefore, the member for
Whitford thinks it is acceptable for Channel 9 to
report a story on television without allowing the
other side involved to have its say. As a result, five
people stopped payment on their cheques to that
company, the company went broke and went out
of business, and the member for Whitford says
that is just.

Mrs Beggs: The company was broke before the
Channel 9 report.

Mr COURT: 1t may have been going broke,
because of the member's interference.
Unfortunately many small businesses are on the
verge of going broke and the heavy-handed tactics
of either the Department of Consumer Affairs or
the media which decides to take a certain case and

sensationalise it is the straw that can break the
camel's back and send a company under.

Mr Gordon Hill: What would you do with the
Department of Consumer Affairs? You would
abolish it.

Mr COURT: It is very interesting to note the
way in which members opposite treat this matter.
They bring up the case of a small business having
problems and they think it is a joke. However,
they should think about the problems of small
businesses, and I can assure the member for
Whitford and other members opposite that it is
very easy to send a small business broke. The
quickest way to do that is For it to have unfavour-
able publicity in the newspapers, particularly
when it is incorrect and the facts have not been
brought out.

I have made the points I wanted to make on the
subject. I support the comments which have been
made by the member for East Melville about the
retrospective nature of certain clauses in the Bill.

MRS BEGGS (Whitford) [4.04 p.m.J-. In regard
to this Bill and the comments made by the mem-
ber for Nedlands, it is fair for me to indicate how I
see the issue of consumer affairs. In the incident to
which reference has been made, I had brought to
my attention the affairs of a company which was
purporting to be able to supply a product after an
amount of money had been paid. From the infor-
mation I was able to obtain and the investigations
I made in respect of that company, I found it was
in a difficult financial position. Although the
member for Nedlands seems to think that my in-
terference brought about the demise of that
company, I suggest to him that, if he investigates a
little further, he will find that is certainly not the
case.

Consumers have a right to be protected in the
same way as small business people have that right.
I do not think that my actions in any way brought
about t he dem ise of t hat small busi ness.

Many people paid money to a company which
did not then provide the services for which those
people had paid. The involvement of Channel 9 in
that incident was beyond my control and I would
not have brought it into the matter. However,
Channel 9 got wind of the story through my con-
stituent and 'it has a prerogative to present the
news as it sees fit.

Since I have been in this place I have been
worried about the number of complaints which
have been made to me about the activities of cer-
tain companies. Without taking up the time of the
House unduly, I have only one comment to make
which is this: If we as a Government and Parlia-
ment cannot protect people from the dubious deal-
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ings of some companies, we have much to answer
for. Many little people out there work very hard
for their little dollars and I would have to support
anything which can strengthen the rights of con-
sumers and at the same time protect and enhance
the operations of good, small business.

MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the
House) [4.06 p.m.]: I thank the member for
Whitford for that contribution. It was a balanced
speech and indicated that people who are being
hurt should be protected. That is the whole aim of
consumer protection.

It is not surprising that we have had an attack
by the Opposition upon the officers of the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs, because the Oppo-
sition, under David Brand, for 12 years refused to
introduce any consumer protection into this State.

Centuries ago it was made an offence to pass
counterfeit money when purchasing goods, but it
was not an offence to pass, in return for that good
money, goods or poor quality. We had an uneven
situation-

Mr Trethowan: That is untrue. The law of tort
is full of contrasts-

Mr TONKIN: The law of tort is full, and the
average peasant, with his farthing clutched in his
little hand, would not go to his Queen's Counsel
and see to it that the law or tort was applied!

Mr Trethowan: You said that there was no re-
dress, but there is.

Mr TONKIN: It is pathetic to suggest that the
ordinary consumer can take on a giant company
by using the law of tort or any other law.

Mr Court: Why?
Mr TONKIN: Why did not the Opposition al-

low the Crown to do the very same thing with
respect to money? The fact of the matter is that,
for centuries, in a commercial transaction, it has
been illegal to pass over second rate coinage, but it
has not been illegal to pass over second rate goods.
As soon as the Tonkin Government introduced
legislation to give protection to consumers, mem-
bers opposite attacked the concept. We do not
mind saying that there should be fairness for both
business and consumers. The officers of the De-
partment of Consumer Affairs act as well as they
can. I defend them from the scurrilous attacks by
the members for East Melville and Nedlands.

Mr Trethowan: What scurrilous attack have I
made?

Mr TONKIN: The attack we heard a few mo-
ments ago. The fact is these officers make mis-
takes, but I believe they do their very best and,
when a businessman has a good story to tell, they
will ensure that his side is heard. I do not see

within the Department of Consumer Affairs an
attack upon business; I see only an attempt to
redress the balance.

Mr Court: We are not referring to what you see;
we are referring to what small business people see.

Mr TONKIN: The majority of small business
people do not see that attack on them. They realise
that a minority of people will take advantage of
the position, such as those involved in the example
used by the member for Whitford, and the De-
partment of Consumer Affairs is needed to protect
consumers against that small minority of people
who do not play the game and hide behind limited
liability.

Mr Trethowan: Do you think the same about
the Small Claims Tribunal, becamse the same sort
of argument was brought up about it last year?

Mr TONKIN: We are not discussing the Small
Claims Tribunal here.

Mr Trethowan: It is part of the department.
Mr TONKIN: It is not part of the department.

The member for East Melville shows his colossal
ignorance.

I turn to the main criticism of this legislation by
the member for East Melville which was that it is
retrospective in that a department was set up
which was not covered by Statute. I ask: Who set
up the Department of Industrial Development?
What is the statutory authority for that depart-
ment? To this day there is no statutory authority
for the Department of Industrial Development.

The fact is that in this State it is possible under
law to establish a department without there being
specific statutory authority for it, although there is
general statutory authority through the Appropri-
ation Act which provides for the staffing of such
departments.

Mr Trethowan: Why are you seeking to amend
the Act with this Bill?

Mr TONKIN: We believe it is quite appropri-
ate to have a reference to the department in the
Statute. We certainly Find this attitude rather
amusing on the part of members of a party which
when in Government established the Department
of Industrial Development but did not bother to
seek parliamentary approval for that department
and still have not done so. That was done during
the time of the Brand Government. Members op-
posite then had nine years of the Court and
O'Connor Governments to do something, but still
nothing was done. We are not levelling criticism of
this but, for the edification of the member for
Kalamunda, I am replying to criticism of us for
having set up a department at one time and having
covered it in a Statute some time later. The point
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is that members opposite set up a department and
still have not sought parliamentary sanction for
that department. So there is nothing new about
establishing a department without statutory auth-
ority. We therefore reject the attacks upon the
Department of Consumer Affairs and we note that
the Opposition when in Government refused to
introduce consumer protection legislation. We are
not surprised that members opposite wish there
were no consumer protection laws.

Mr Trethowan: Who said that?
Mr TONKIN: It is the whole attitude of mem-

bers opposite. In 12 years in office they did
nothing.

Mr Thompson: Where have we said that we
don't support consumer protection legislation?)

Mr TONKIN: It is in everything members op-
posite say: the attacks on the department by the
members for East Melville and Nedlands and by
the Opposition generally on this subject.

We support the idea of consumer protection
legislation. We support the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs and believe it is doing a very good
job. We agree that the vast majority of business
people are reputable and will never need to worry
about the Department of Consumer Affairs.
Unfortunately among business people, as among
every other kind of people, there are those who
need the sanction of the law.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mrs

Henderson) in the Chair; Mr Tonkin (Leader of
the House) in charge of the Bill.

Clause I put and passed.
Clause 2: Commencement-
Mr TRETHOWAN: I find the Minister's ex-

planation unsatisfactory on the subject of the
retrospective nature of the legislation and I find it
even less satisfactory in that it did not deal with
the fact that it is five months since the Bill was
introduced to the Parliament and the fact that the
Government knew that the Opposition was not
opposed to it-something which the Government
knew from the day the measure was first
introduced in another place. There has been delay
upon delay. Who worries about retrospective
clauses? They have lasted 18 months, so why not
two years?

If anything could be said to be scurrilous, in the
way the Minister used that word in accusing me of
a scurrilous attack upon the Department of Con-

sumer Affairs, this is a scurrilous and inept hand-
ling of legislation. Certainly the Minister's expla-
nations are not adequate.

I have never maintained that a Government
does not have the right to organise its functions in
the way it sees fit, to create a department in the
way it sees fit and to run the Civil Service in the
way it sees fit. However, when it comes to legis-
lation a Government needs to come to this place to
put its house in order and to ensure that every-
thing it does is legal. That is what Parliament is all
about, and once that principle is broken we face
the end of parliamentary democracy.

With this clause the Government is seeking the
approval of Parliament to Put right,
retrospectively to 6 April 1983, actions which the
Government took. If it is of no consequence, if it
has no legal merit, why is not the Act to come into
force on the day of proclamation or on a day
chosen by the Government, as is the case with
some clauses? Clause 11 is to come into operation
on the twenty-eighth day after the day on which
the Act is assented to. Clauses 10, 12, 15, 19, 21,
22, 23, 26, 27, 28 and 29 are to come into oper-
ation on the day the Act is assented to, but the
other clauses of the Bill are not. The other clauses
are retrospectively backdated to 6 April 1983.

If it were not necessary for legislation to be
enacted to justify the actions the Government
took, why are those clauses to be made retrospec-
tive to 6 April 1983? Why are they not to come
into force on the day on which the Bill is assented
to? The Minister has not answered that or why the
Bill has been in this Chamber (or five months,
exacerbating that delay for no good reason.

This is inept legislation, just as the Minister is
inept in the way he handles some of the things he
presents to Parliament. The Bill should have been
passed last year in the minimum possible time. It
is a simple Bill which should have been introduced
shortly after the Government took the action it did
in regard to the department in order to validate
those things which require to be validated. It is not
good enough to say that I8 months do not matter;
it should not have taken this long to pass legis-
lation. The Dill is not complex, yet it has taken IS
months to be passed, all this when the Government
knew in October last year that the Opposition was
not going to oppose the Bill. It has taken a further
five months for action to be taken. The Minister
should answer more precisely rather than indulge
in a personal attack.

Mr TONKIN: The member for East Melville
said that he does not find my answer adequate. I
do not find his question adequate.
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Mr Trethowan: Why have you introduced
retrospectivity if it is not necessary?

Mr TONKIN: As I said before, the Opposition
when in Government established a department
and there is still no specific statutory authority for
that department. It is not absolutely necessary for
us to introduce this particular part of the legis-
lation, but I guess it is tidier. That is about the
only answer, It seems we could have every Govern-
ment department in the State without any specific
Statute whatsoever.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 29 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-

port adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Tonkin
(Leader of the House), and passed.

BREAD AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 23 October 1984.

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [4.22 p.m.]: At the
outset [ indicate that the Opposition supports this
Bill, but does so with some reservation.

In 1982, when the parent legislation passed
through the House, extended hours were given to
country bakeries and, of course, to metropolitan
bakeries. However, we see, somewhat to our con-
sternation, that the Bill before the House incor-
porates a reduction in country baking hours. We
cannot quite determine the reason for that, but in
fairness I must say that although the Minister in
another place (Hon. D. K. Dans) could not answer
the same question, he did his utmost to make sure
the Bill was fair and equitable.

Mr Parker: But it was done at the request of the
country bakeries.

Mr WILLIAMS: That is the funny thing. He
could not quite determine this. I have spoken to
him on this matter. Mr Dans even went to the
extent of sending out a brochure to all country
bakeries. He forwarded over 100 brochures to
country bakers asking whether or not they
required reduced hours. I think the request came
from the Bread Manufacturers Association in con-
junction with the local bakeries, but many of the
country bakeries were not aware of it.

The response to the questionnaire was very
pour, and opinion was fairly evenly divided. Some
bakers wanted reduced hours and others did not.
We know the history of the baking profession, and
already some manufacturers are changing their
minds; some are now sorry that they said, "Yes,
we are prepared to step into line with the metro-
politan area"; that is, apart from Sunday baking.
Already country bakers have more hours and the
reason the Parliament allowed that initially was so
that bakers in remote country areas could bake
according to their wants: in other words, it is
necessary for bakers to bake at varying hours to fit
in with buses or carriers going to outlying areas so
that the majority of people in those areas can be
supplied with fresh bread. However, it would ap-
pear that country bakeries are quite prepared to
accept the arguments put forward in the main by
the metropolitan bakeries; they are prepared to
come into line, apart from the question of Sunday
baking. They may rue the day they agreed to this,
and I believe some country bakeries are now con-
cerned about it. However, our colleagues in
another place have agreed on this matter, and we
in turn agree with it, but, as I said earlier, we
certainly do so with reservations. We are sorry to
see that the country bakeries are prepared to re-
duce their baking hours.

MR COWAN (Merredin) [4.25 p.m.]: There
has been some opposition to this amending Bill.
Principally the opposition that has been expressed
to me comes from smaller bakeries in the country
regions. I do not know how much validity there is
in the statement that was made, but the support
that was given to this measure by country bakers
was actually given by a group of bakers who
represented the much larger bakeries in country
regions; for example, those who service the major
provincial towns and not those bakeries which
have a very small market and generally are situ-
ated in the smaller country towns with a popu-
lation of 16 000 or fewer.

Since the baking hours were last changed, the
small bakeries are in increasing competition with
metropolitan bakeries which transport their bread
to country towns. The metropolitan bakeries are in
direct competition with the local bakery and, as
one would know, because of its very limited mar-
ket, the profitability of a country bakery is indeed
under threat. These bakers believe that the
changed hours that will now prevail for country
bakeries will only exacerbate their situation and
for that reason most of the smaller bakeries in
country communities have stated their opposition
to this clause.

For that reason I suggest that the Minister give
some Very serious consideration to the provisions
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which reduce country baking hours and in fact
allow the baking hours which prevail to continue.

MR PARKER (Fremantle-Minister for Min-
erals and Energy) [4.27 p.m.]: The facts as
outlined by the member for Clontarf are basically
correct. The Minister of the day did receive an
approach from the association. I think the associ-
ation represents bakeries of all sizes. It is possible
that the point of view put forward by the member
for Merredin is correct-the executive might be
dominated by the larger bakers-and I guess that
is the sort of thing that tends to happen in an
organisation of that type.

Certainly I understand it was the association
that approached the Minister with this request
and, as the member for Clontarf said, Mr Dans
went to some lengths to discover the attitude of
the bakers concerned. The Government has no
great philosophical view at all on this matter. It is
not something of great moment to the Govern-
ment, but it is important to the baking industry
and there was a lot of controversy when the new
Bread Act was introduced in 1981 or 1982. In-
deed, I can recall, when on the other side of the
House, raising very serious concerns about that
legislation and about some of the problems that
might befall country bakers. In all the discussions
that the country bakers have had with their city
brethren, I am not sure whether they have actually
adopted the right position from the point of self-
preservation. In any event, they have adopted a
position and that is the business world; who are
we to disagree with it? We are not seeking to
impose something on an industry which it is un-
willing to accept. We are simply seeking to reflect
the view that has been put to us and also, of
course, that this is something which will provide
greater uniformity for city and country bakeries.

On that basis, I commend the Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in

the Chair; Mr Parker (Minister for Minerals and
Energy) in charge of the Bill.

Clause I put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 8 amended-
Mr COWAN: Paragraph (b) of this clause af-

fects the hours of baking in country regions. [ will
not oppose this clause, but I make the following
comments to the Minister who is handling the Bill
for the Minister in another place: If it can be
proved that some of the smaller country bakeries
are Finding it difficult to meet the increased com-
petition from metropolitan bakeries and if it can

be shown that the competition has arisen because
of the changed baking hours and that the liveli-
hoods of smaller country bakeries are jeopardised
by this provision, will the Minister give some con-
sideration to further amending the Bill at a later
stage?

Mr PARKER: Speaking personally, I have
always been concerned that we would not want to
see repeated here what happened in Queensland or
Victoria where baking hours were completely
deregulated. Victoria is a much smaller State, and
to a lesser extent so is Queensland, but the very
big metropolitan bakeries were baking at all hours
of the day and night and trucking and flying out
their product, effectively flooding country towns
and destroying the smaller bakeries. I pointed that
out in 1982 when the Bread Act was introduced.

I cannot give an undertaking, but I hold to the
view I expressed in 1982 that this would be a
matter for concern. Country bakeries are one of
the great joys of country life, apart from the
financial and economic benefits they provide to
country towns. I would be very concerned at any
suggestion that those bakeries would disappear as
a result of this provision.

We are not liberalising the hours of city
bakeries, which means they will not have a greater
opportunity to compete with country bakeries as
was the case in Queensland or Victoria. We are
changing country baking hours. I will draw the
member's comments to the Minister's attention.
Speaking for myself, I would be happy to have a
look at the Act if the situation he referred to
developed, and I am sure that applies to my col-
league as well.

Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-

port adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Parker

(Minister for Minerals and Energy), and passed.

AGRICULTURE: INDUSTRY

Government Assistance: Grievance
MR McNEE (Mt. Marshall) [4.35 p.m.]: I

raise a grievance on behalf of the people of my
electorate, the farming community, and express
their concern at what is happening to their indus-
try. It is important to note that we are not critical
of the Government so much for what it has done,
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as for what it has not done. It is necessary to look
at what the Government appears to consider to be
sound financial policies, but in doing so one is left
with some mystery as to how the Government
came to that conclusion.

When one looks at some of the Government's
expenditure and its effect on State finances and its
reluctance to help the industry which can help this
State most, it is disappointing to note that since
the Government reopened the Perth-Fremantle
railway line the line has lost about $16 million- I
understand the line returned revenue of about $1.4
million. That seems to me to be a fairly poor
return on such a massive amount of capital, par-
ticularly in view of the fact that the Government's
thinking and rationale for reopening a line which
was not doing the job previously is somewhat ob-
scure. I would have assumed the Government's
decision was based on sound business principles,
but that appears not to be the case.

My electors were amazed when they read in the
paper the comments of the Minister for Transport
who said the line was on the right track. We pray
the line never gets on the wrong track!

To make the charade a little better the Premier
has sent to Bunbury a public relations man who
will specialise in rural affairs. I hope he knows the
front end of the cow from the back or he might be
kicked. That is another little bit of window dress-
ing by the Government to cover up its absolute
paucity of ideas and lack of action. The Premier
and his Government seem to have an obsession
with becoming involved in every form of business
in the State. I see from the newspaper the Govern-
ment seems to think it needs a stake in the smelter.
It is proposing in rough figures an expenditure of
$150 million; it could easily run to $200 million.
The Government is proposing to borrow the
money against the project's earnings. I suppose if
it creates a couple of hundred jobs the Govern-
ment will be doing fairly well. That is $1 million a
job. I am not sure that is a very good way to spend
the State's money, particularly on an industry
which faces the brink of bankruptcy.

The Government is in effect fiddling while
Rome burns. It has done nothing; I doubt it recog-
nises the problem facing the farming communi.ty
or how big it is. The Government certainly does
not appear to have said anything so far which
would indicate that it recognises the problem.

I am glad to see the Deputy Premier is here
today and not playing with his toys. What has the
Government done? It has done nothing at all. It
held an inquiry last year, the report of which now
appears to be gathering dust in some pigeonhole.
It was interesting to note in The West Australian

of 5 February an outline of the problem by the
Minister. HeI said that five per cent of Western
Australia's grain growers would be unable to pay
their debts even if 1985 produced another bumper
crop like last year's. He went on to say that the
number would rise to 25 per cent if it was a
poor season. Let us look at what happened to last
year's record crop because the Government must
understand this matter.

The record crop received more than its fair
share of comment in the Press. In effect, most
farmers would have spent in the region of $22 000
to $23 000 of their budget on chemicals and fuel
because of the sowing and weather conditions
which pertained at that time.

It is ironical that as late as yesterday the Prime
Minister announced that he wanted to put up the
price of fuel by a couple of cents a litre. If he does
that he will place an extra $800 on the overall
budget of farmers. However, the Government says
that it understands their situation.

The Minister for Agriculture has announced
that he proposes to hold a summit conference in
regard to this matter. Do members imagine that
we need a summit conference to look at what is
be-devilling farming? This Government instituted
an inquiry into rural hardship and now the Minis-
ter wants a summit conference! I can tell the
Government precisely what is wrong with farm-
ing-firstly, interest costs are horrendous, and
that is followed in whatever order one cares to
choose by the cost of freight, fuel, fertiliser and
chemicals. These are the things that are causing
problems in the industry, yet the Minister says
that he needs to call a summit conference.

By the time the Minister has held his summit
conference in March it will be too late for a num-
ber of farmers.

The Minister has more unemployment than he
knows what to do with. All I can say is that
country lads will obtain jobs to the detriment of
their less able city cousins because at least they
will work. If the Premier wanted to do something
for this State he would tell the people to get back
to work because that is what is holding back this
State.

If one wanted to compare our interest rates with
another country he would have to choose Italy
because that is the only country that has a similar
interest rate; that is, 17 per cent. Japan has an
interest rate of 15 per cent, the United Kingdom
12 per cent and West Germany seven per Cent; yet
this Government wonders what is wrong with the
farming industry. It does not need to wonder for
very long, yet the Minister says he wants to hold a
summit conference. If the Minister spoke to
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farmers in my electorate they would tell him that
their biggest cost is interest; that is what is crip-
pling them. As long as the Hawke Government
continues to extend its deficit the farmers will face
a worsening situation. I realise that the Minister
and the Government can do little to influence the
Hawke Government, but they can tell it bow far it
has gone on the wrong train because the industry
which can pull the country together faces times
which are equal only to those of the 1930s.

If the Government thinks that to return primary
industry to the misery that existed in the 1930s is
sound judgment I do not believe it has done it s
homework. It is absolutely beyond my comprehen-
sion that the Government should start talking now
about holding summits in order to ascertain why
the rural industry is in so much trouble.

MR EVANS (Warren-Minister for
Agriculture) [4.45 p.mn.J: The member for Mt.
Marshall did not say anything new. The Govern-
ment is conscious of the situation facing the rural
industry and I should imagine that the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics' outlook report which was
published the week before last would underline
everything that the Government has learnt about
the situation in this State.

Instead of simply being negative, the member
for Mt. Marshall should have suggested some
positive line that could be taken. Instead, he
highlighted the need for the reduction in interest
rates and in fuel, freight, fertiliser and chemical
costs.

I am not denigrating the situation as it exists at
present, but to say that the Government has con-
sciously done nothing is a little far from the truth.

You, Mr Speaker, will recall that last year the
Legislative Assembly established the Select Com-mittee into rural hardship and that committee,
after considerable work and research in the
country areas of this State, came back to this
House with a substantial report. Acting upon that
report some measures were set in train.

Mr Peter Jones: What were those measures?
Mr EVANS: I will come to that shortly.
Immediately after the receipt of the report a

conference was held between interested insti-
tutions, authorities and bodies. I was a little disap-
pointed at the attendance at that conference, but
perhaps it was because it was held close to harvest
time.

On 22 November last I made a statement to the
House indicating the action which had been taken
in relation to the various recommendations put
forward by the committee. The major
recommendation dealt with a broadly-based crop

insurance scheme. The scheme has many possible
anomalies and difficulties, but it is being
examined; indeed, the necessary research is being
undertaken in Queensland, because that State ap-
pears to be more advanced than other States in
that area. Hopefully something will come of this
and a pilot scheme will be established as the report
suggested. However, that is not to say there are
not other avenues that may be opened.

Last year I said that the major problem facing
farmers was that of funding; a similar situation
will occur in 1985. Instead of scorning the
proposed summit conference, the member for Mt.
Marshall should realise that with the involvement
of organisations, institutions and various depart-
ments, the conference indicates a display of
awareness and preparedness which has not been
shown by any other State at this time. Consider-
ation of the issue of funding may have to wait
until the summit conference, at which the par-
ameters of the Federal Government will be spelt
out. As far as the State is concerned, funding is
limited and the member for Mt. Marshall almost
spelt this out.

Last year the Government was successful in
obtaining an additional $3.3 million for the rural
industry. The extra funding allowed 75 farmers to
continue their operations. Preliminary investi-
gation of that scheme indicated that several
farmers had reached a stage where they could at
least stand on their own feet and their properties
will go into cropping without the farmers requir-
ing special funds. The precise situation of the re-
maining farmers who are receiving assistance is
not clear because the Rural Adjustment Authority
has not been able to give me details of the break-

The amendment foreshadowed to the Rural Ad-
justment Authority legislation will be introduced
before the end of this Parliament and that should
give additional strength and capacity to the auth-
ority.

I will not dwell on the point which the member
made. He reminds me of the old parable of the
centipede with chilblains which went to see the
doctor, the wise old owl. The centipede said, "in
my position, I am not very happy having
chilblains".* The owl said, "For a normal fee we
can rectify that. I would suggest you turn yourself
into a Stork, because as a stork you can lift one leg
to relieve the chilblain; if' it is the other leg. lift
that. If it is both feet you can take off and fly".
"That is great" the centipede said as he headed for
the door. Then he said, "Excuse me, I appreciate
becoming a stork would alleviate my foot problem,
but how do I become a stork?" "Do not trouble
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me with the details" said the owl, "I am only here
to provide the prescription".

That is what the member for Mt. Marshall did.
He highlighted what we already know in detail. In
addition to those measures there has been an
evaluation by the Department of Agriculture
already, and as the season unfolds we will be in a
better position to know the financial charge on the
rural industries in this coming year and the extent
to which the Financial institutions and banks are
prepared to become involved, because without
their participation it is almost impossible for any
Government to achieve its objective.

Mr Peter Jones: What you will do is to help the
farmers stay in debt.

Mr EVANS: The member was given the oppor-
tunity last year to bare his complaints before the
committee on rural hardship. I am wondering why
he did not take advantage of that.

Mr Peter Jones: Just remember, it was the Op-
position which suggested the committee.

Mr EVANS: It was recognised as being desir-
able and it was fulfilled. It certainly is not being
churlish on the part of the Government. We have
to a very large degree accepted worthwhile
suggestions and amendments in the past and will
continue to do so when they merit it.

DAIRYING
lad ustry: Grievance

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4.53 p.m.]: It appears
to be the season for the Minister for Agriculture. I
have some matters to bring to his attention where
I believe he has been shown to be in dereliction of
duty.

The member for Mt. Marshall has already
indicated what is of concern in his area. I am
going to canvass a number of matters of concern
to the people of Western Australia, especially in
related industries.

I am not going to refer to the article in the
Sunday Times last week where the headline ran,
"2 000 farmers face ruin". The responsibility of
the Minister and the Government is to do some-
thing about it. The Minister is in charge of
agriculture and the Government is in charge of the
country and I question what they are doing to look
after agriculture and the agricultural industries. I
am going to question the Minister on his pathetic
performance in looking after the tuna industry and
the wine industry, on what he has done as the
Minister Assisting the Minister for Forests con-
cerning the Shannon River basin, which is an elec-
toral responsibility, and also on his responsibility
to the timber industry with the Government
closing down the northern jarrah forest. That will

cost 300 jobs, and this Government has not come
up with an alternative.

I have already indicated it is my intention to
reveal the dismal track record of this Minister.

The first issue I will refer to is the dairy indus-
try. In this State there has been very grave con-
cern, particularly since the introduction of a series
of 24 new milk quotas announced publicly on 9
February 1984. When these quotas were
announced, a number of people received those
quotas, but there are also people outside the dairy
industry-sheep and beef producers-who
received them.

I wrote to the Minister on 14 March asking him
how applicants were selected for milk quotas, and
which applicants were successful. For instance, a
school teacher received a quota. The Minister re-
plied in due course, as follows-

There were 76 applicants and 24 new mar-
ket milk quotas allocated.

Of the successful applicants eight were
from active dairy farming families and
another was dairying in his own right when
the quotas were granted.

The assessments did not include a precise
examination of the applicants' present agri-
cultural activities, as it was intended to obtain
an indication of their dairying capabilities..

One applicant was a school teacher..
He went on to say that most of the remaining
applicants were beef producers, but three ran a
significant number of sheep as well as beef. In
addition one was involved in vegetable production.

Of the 24 successful people, nine were from
dairy farming families as of right and I5 were
outside the dairy industry. I challenge the Minis-
ter to admit that a large number of people were
not actively involved in the dairy industry but were
considered suitable applicants at the time the
Dairy Industry Authority made that decision. The
Dairy Industry Authority made a botch of those
allocations and the Minister is responsible.

I wrote to the Minister and asked why this had
happened, and the Minister replied that the allo-
cations of quotas were determined by the Dairy
Industry Authority, and it was that authority
which made the decision. I then wrote to the Dairy
Industry Authority, and asked how on earth it had
made that decision. It wrote back and said that
that decision was made following a direction given
to it by the Minister. It said-

The Authority was guided by assessments
of applicants for milk quotas undertaken by
the Department of Agriculture in accordance
with the Act and the Ministerial directions
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attached to this letter. Further enquiries as to
the applicants considered by the Authority
would best be directed to the Department of
Agriculture who conducted the specific as-
sessments of individual applicants.

So the plot thickens. The Minister said it was not
his fault, it was the fault of the Dairy Industry
Authority; and the Dairy Industry Authority said
it was not its fault, it was the fault of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture because the directions were
given by the Minister.

I wrote to the Director of Agriculture on 14
August, and he wrote back to me in the following
terms-

The bases for the assessments of applicants
for the gramt of new milk quotas are laid
down by the Minister.

So it comes back to the Minister being responsible
for how milk quotas are granted. I raised this
point with the Minister concerning the ability of
people who receive milk marketing quotas,
pointing out that a number of sons of people in the
dairy industry missed out on the quota allocation.
I believe the Minister and the Government have
an obligation to ensure those people receive prior
consideration. Once that consideration is met,
school teachers and vegetable and sheep producers
and the like could then be considered. Finally, but
not initially, I am critical of the Minister and the
Government in this regard.

I want to make another charge against the Min-
ister. In this regard I refer to the milk price in-
crease which comes uinder the control of the
Government and the Minister. That is inescap-
able. The Minister controls the milk price in
Western Australia under the Dairy Industry Act.
It is interesting that in the 1 2-month period from 1
November 1979 there was a 13.92 per cent in-
crease in the price of milk.

In the seven-month period following that which
I have just mentioned, there was an 8.89 per cent
increase in the price of milk. In the next 15-month
period there was a 12.33 per cent increase in the
price of milk. Those figures are up to 1 September
1982 at a time when the O'Connor Government
was in office. For the next 29 months when the
Burke Government was in office the price of milk
increased by only 7.16 per cent. If one checks the
records one will see that is the lowest increase in
the price or milk for the last decade. That oc-
curred at a time when the dairy industry was
fighting for its survival. However, under this
Government's policies it has deliberately kept
down the price of milk to satisfy consumers, and
the producers of this State are paying the penalty.

My final point relates to the agricultural confer-
ence held in Melbourne last week. It is a criticism
of the Minister and the Government, because they
are not performing. If ever there was a question
which needed to be put very positively and
forcefully on behalf of the dairy farmers of West-
ern Australia, it was needed then, and if ever there
was a complete lack of direction, conviction, or
Cohesive policy in support of these State indus-
tries, such was the case on that occasion.

I refer to an article which appeared in The West
Australian of 5 February last. It was written by
Mr Peter Trott and is headed "Ml plans will cost
WA dearly-Evans". The article reads, in part, as
follows-

Dairy farmers in WA faced the prospect of
national marketing plans which would cost
each producer thousands of dollars a year, the
Minister for Agriculture, Mr Evans, said yes-
terday.

Two plans were to be put to a meeting of
Agriculture Ministers next Monday. Neither
was a ccepta ble to WA, he said.

But the alternative was to risk chaos in the
industry with massive dumping of milk on the
WA market during times of surplus pro-
duction in the Eastern States.

What did this Minister do at that meeting? He
voted for a scheme which he said was unaccept-
able to Western Australia. That is an example of
the sort of lack of direction and consideration
Western Australian dairy farmers are receiving.

It is important that members of this House
understand that across Australia there is great
concern in the dairy industry. indeed, the concern
which has been shown in the Eastern States will
flow to Western Australia. Western Australian
dairy farmers have been very patient with this
Minister and this Government, but their patience
will run out.

Rt is interesting to read an article which ap-
peared in the Shepparton News Of approximately
two weeks ago which refers to Goulburn Valley
dairy farmers being involved in an angry protest
meeting. It goes on to say that approximately
1 200 dairy farmers attended that meeting. It is
interesting also to read the editorial in that news-
paper. I sheet it home to this Government and this
Minister. It is headed "Milking the dairyfarmers"
and reads, in part, as follows-

If there were ever any doubt that Labor
governments, both Federal and Victorian,
continue to treat primary producers in par-
ticular and country people generally with a
vicious degree of callous indifference, it has
now been dispelled.
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It goes on to say-

The myopic Hawke government refuses to
believe that most primary industries have hit
rock bottom, and that farmers are in dire
straits.

That editorial can be sheeted home directly to this
State Government and this State Minister. I call
on the Minister to accept his ministerial responsi-
bility to defend the dairy industry and the people
involved in it in this State. Those people depend on
the support of a considerate and understanding
Government and a Minister who will take positive
and responsible action.

MR EVANS (Warren-Minister for
Agriculture) 15.03 p.m.]: During our time in
Government we have become accustomed to hear-
ing half truths and innuendo from members op-
posite, but that trend, as adopted by the member
for Vasse, has reached the point of being
nauseating.

The first point made by the member for Vasse
related to the current position in the dairy indus-
try. The dairy industry in the Eastern States is in
chaos. it is unusual for farmers to gather in their
thousands to make representations, to conduct
boycotts, and to prevent milk being moved into
various market areas. However, that is the
position which has arisen in the Eastern States,
particularly in Victoria. The reason for that is the
oversupply situation which is evident in those
States and the disastrously low prices which have
resulted from that gross overproduction.

The problems being experienced in the industry
in the Eastern States are related also to the
dumping of dairy products at disastrously low
prices to the extent that, in Tasmania, growers are
receiving approximately 10c a litre for milk and,
in Victoria, I 2c a litre, when it costs
approximately 15Sc a litre to produce.

In Europe the EEC has dumped dairy products
to the extent that it is almost impossible for New
Zealand and Australian products to be sold viably.

Therefore, it can be seen that the problems in
the industry relate to overproduction. This State
went through the trauma of reducing its sales and
of producing in such a way as to accommodate the
markets which were profitable. However, the
Victorian industry is culpable, because it
proceeded to develop the industry with settlements
such as Heytesbury and Rochester where
hundreds of dairy areas were brought into pro-
duction against the advice of the Australian Dairy
Industry Council approximately 10 years ago.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr EVANS: I heard the member for Vasse in
silence. I cannot give him understanding or intel-
lectual honesty, because he is beyond that, but I
can give him factual data which may be of assist-
ance.

Approximately 18 months ago the AIC
produced a report which was a blueprint for the
dairy industry. The Australian Dairy Industry
Council, Which represents every segment of the
dairy industry throughout Australia, including the
dairymen of this State, modified that report.

Those involved in the dairy industry in this
State have held a number of meetings with me and
have asked for my support for the ADIC's plan. I
have kept faith with them and I am sure that even
the member for Vasse would not suggest that I
should turn my back on the dairy farmers of
Western Australia. Keeping that faith is most im-
portant.

On 7 November last, the member for Vasse
asked me a question in answer to which I pointed
out that, "As the levy on all milk is part of the
national dairy marketing plan which the
Australian Dairy Industry Conference had
proposed, and as that conference represents the
views of the industry, including Western
Australian dairymen, the Government felt
obliged, albeit reluctantly, to accept the pro-
posals". However, I pointed out that discussions
with the Western Australian industry were con-
tinuing. They are still continuing to the extent that
the current situation will be reviewed early next
week with all industry representatives.

The plan that is referred to involves a levy on
production throughout Australia. The second plan
that has been floated, and Supported by the
Victorian industry, involves a double levy. There
would be a general levy across all milk and then a
levy by way of reduction and redistribution of the
premium currently offered for market milk.

That plan was rejected by the Government in
the firmest and strongest manner. We will con-
tinue to take that stance, a matter of which the
dairy farmers of this State are aware. The execu-
tive of the PIA has been informed fully and has
engaged continually in conferences. That is where
the position stands and the responsibility of this
Government lies. That is the manner in which that
responsibility has been discharged. We have acted
in the best faith as far as the dairy industry is
concerned.

Currently there is a suggestion in Victoria that
the orderly marketing situation will be terminated
by Victoria entering into sales across the border. If
that occurs, a series of problems will arise for the
entire industry in this State. Part of the purpose of
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the meeting to which I referred, which will be held
next week, will be to examine the possible options
which are available to do something about this. I
understand the whole industry will be present at
that meeting

As far as milk pricing is concerned, the member
for Vasse contrasted the position during a period
that the O'Connor Government was in office with
a period during which the Burke Government was
in office. He indicated the price of milk had
increased during those periods by 13 per cent and
nine per cent respectively. However, the member
for Vasse did not refer to the rate of inflation
during those two periods? If he has regard for that,
he will understand why the independent prices
committee, which makes recommendations on
prices to the Dairy Industry Authority, was
probably not as lavish as he may have liked. The
member for Vasse forgot to add that salient little
point.

He referred also to the issuing of quotas by the
Dairy Industry Authority. Of course the
guidelines are laid down from the reports compiled
by the Department of Agriculture. These
guidelines and principles are presented to the
DiA. That is the framework, or the criteria setting

-out the eligibility for the issuing of licences. The
authority is obliged to follow those guidelines be-
cause otherwise it could channel off licences into
any area that it saw fit to do so. For example, if
there was no such requirement upon the DIA, it
could offer an overseas organisation a quota. Thiat
is only an illustration of the way it operates. Is the
member casting aspersions on members of the
Dairy Industry Authority which made its selection
painstakingly? Selection is easy. Every application
would have been carefully considered and
reconsidered by the DIA in making its judgment.
To come back with a reflection on DIA members
in this way is nothing short of despicable.

[Questions taken.j
Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.15 p.m.

PLANNING
Swan Shire Council: Grievance

MR GORDON HILL (Helena) 17.17 p.m.]:
Over the years Governments in Western Australia
have paid lip-service to the question of the devef-
opment of subregional centres in the metropolitan
area. However, over the last couple of years, this
Government has demonstrated its interest in the
question of development of subregional centres by
its actions within the Midland area, such as the
upgrading of the Swan District Hospital and the
establishment of an emergency centre in that hos-
pital by the recognition of the need to complete
the construction of major highways in the region,

a study into the western link-up of Morley and
Midland, and also the matter of the stopping at
Midland of the Prospector railway service to assist
the residents and the community, as well as the
people who travel from country centres to shop in
the metropolitan area.

They are just some of the examples of Govern-
ment action in promoting the development of
subregional centres, but there is still a long way to
go.

I wish to take up this matter with the Minister
for Planning, because there is a need for urgent
action, on the part of the Government, to ratify
the Swan town planning scheme No. 12. This town
planning scheme has taken something like two
years to be drafted and finalised. The Shire of
Swan has acted in a professional manner in those
two years by consulting with the Town Planning
Department, the business community, and the
community at large.

The planning scheme, which has been with the
Town Planning Department since December, is
now ready for ratification and that should be a
straightforward matter.

The scheme aims at the revitalisation of the old
town centre and proposes to repool a multitude of
small lots in the heart of Midland-the old part
between Morrison Road and Great Northern
Highway. This area is bounded by Morrison
Road, Great Eastern Highway, and Great North-
ern Highway. It is hoped larger developers will be
attracted to the area. I understand something like
8 500 square metres of ground-floor space will be
available for major commercial development. The
idea is to provide to Midland the attraction of a
major department store.

I understand that a survey commissioned by the
Shire of Swan some time ago indicated a potential
for such a development in the area, and indicated
also the need for commercial recreational develop-
ment. That sort of development would provide an
enormous fillip to the business community of Mid-
land and a tremendous fillip to the development of
Midland as a major subregional centre.

The State Government could be involved in
other areas and I wish initially to make the plea to
the Minister for Planning to act as quickly as
possible to ratify Swan town planning scheme No.
12.

The Shire of Swan has indicated its willingness
to become involved, in a monetary sense, in this
development by committing itself to the cost of the
council development area, which is the triangle
bounded by Morrison Road, Great Northern
Highway, and the Great Eastern Highway, with
road widening and construction in the area. In
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addition the question of additional car parks being
made available and constructed by the Shire of
Swan is being undertaken.

A private development area is adjacent to this
area, to the east of Great Northern Highway. This
development is being undertaken by private
owners and part of it includes a mall in Great
Northern Highway, Helena Street and The Cres-
cent in Midland. The cost of construction of the
mall will be met partly by the Shire of Swan
which will pay one-third; I understand the private
owners will meet two-thirds of the cost, their con-
tribution depending on their proximity to the mall.
The total cost in 1984 figures is expected to be
about $600 000.

The staging of the development of the mall is
linked to retail and road development in the area
being undertaken by the Shire of Swan. The
scheme has been with the Town Planning Depart-
ment since December 1984. It meets the depart-
ment's necessary planning requirements; the de-
partment has been involved in discussions with the
shire in drafting the scheme and it should be ready
quickly for ratification.

The Government can be involved in other areas
in subregional centres. I ask the Minister for Plan-
ning to consider meeting-throughi the MRPA
and the Town Planning Department-part of the
cost of the development of the mall in the centre of
Midland. This gesture would provide a tremen-
dous fillip to the business community. The mall is
some years away from being fully developed and it
must be done in conjunction with the development
of roads and retail outlets in the area.

There are other matters worthy of attention
which come under other Ministers' portfolios and
I will raise them in due course. I refer for example
to the relocation of certain Government offices.
One such office might be that of the State Hous-
ing Commission. I know the Mirrabooka office of
the State Housing Commission is the regional
office for that area and because of the large num-
ber of State Housing Commission tenants and
home purchasers in the district there is a tremen-
dous amount of travel between Midland and
Mirrabooka which causes great difficulty for
many elderly and disabled people in the Midland
area. This does not come under the control of the
Minister for Planning but the whole question of
relocation of Government offices or even branches
of Government offices is worthy of attention.

I believe the Shire of Swan has shown a com-
mitment to the development of Midland as a
subregional centre, as has the State Government
with various initiatives it has taken since its elec-
tion. This is yet another step which could be taken

by the State Government to indicate its concern
for the development of subregional centres
throughout the metropolitan area. The Govern-
ment input would provide an enormous fillip to the
busi .ness community and boost confidence and
provide employment in the area for a large num-
ber of people.

I take the opportunity to raise this matter with
the Minister for Planning and ask that he take my
contribution into consideration when acting on
this matter.

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for Plan-
ning) [7.25 p.m.]: I thank the member for his
contribution to the grievance debate. The situation
with regard to Swan town planning scheme No. 12
is that I will act as expeditiously as possible within
the present planning arrangements to ensure ap-
proval is given to the scheme and the underpinning
of the Midland subregional centre can proceed
with a degree of confidence.

As one who comes from an electorate within a
subregional centre; namely, Armadale, I appreci-
ate the member's comments about the importance
of the subregional concept in terms of
decentralising the Perth metropolitan area and his
comments which suggest Government needs to
play a greater role in getting the subregional con-
cept working.

I have already instituted within the Town Plan-
ning Department a set of reviews which will have
the effect, I hope, of revitalising the subregional
centre concept. Although the member suggested
the deccentralisation of Government departments
was not in my portfolio I have taken upon myself
that very role to identify some Government de-
partments which may be partly decentralised to
subregional centres by way of a general Govern-
ment office incorporating a number of service de-
partments or representatives to cater for local
needs as well as the proposition that some depart-
ments might be decentralised in a more
substantive way.

We are determined to do this in real terms so
that we do not create another half-duzen depart-
mental positions to staff a Government office in
subregional centres, but seek to transfer work re-
sponsibility from the head office to the
subregional centres so there is not an increase in
the number of people to do the same job. The
workload carried by subregional centres them-
selves would result in a decrease in staffing levels
at the head office. These things are in train
already and I appreciate the support of the mem-
ber and that of other members concerned with
subregional centres.
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HOUSING: GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES'
HOUSING AUTHORITY

A ir-condidoning: Grievance

MRS BUCHANAN (Pilbara) [7.28 p.m.]; I
would like to air a grievance on a matter of some
considerable concern to the Education Depart-
ment teaching staff in my electorate, it is probably
fairly appropriate that this matter be raised today
in view of the heatwave conditions we are experi-
encing and the fact that there is probably a fair bit
of perspiration trickling down members' backs at
the moment-

Mr Clarko: It is all right for you; you do not
have to wear a tie.

Mrs BUCHANAN: No, I do not.

The issue concerns air-conditioning and a long-
standing plea by teaching staff in the Pilbara to
have a third air-conditioning unit installed in the
older type of Government Employees' Housing
Authority homes which are occupied by teachers
there. New GEHA houses are being built with
fully ducted air-conditioning installed right from
the start. The Government employees who occupy
these houses also receive a reasonable electricity
subsidy to enable them to live comparatively
comfortably in the extremely harsh climate we
experience in the Pilbara.

If members have felt the hot conditions over the
past 16 days in Perth they might have some under-
standing of what it is like to live in the north
where this sort of weather and even hotter goes on
for many months of the year.

The problem with the older type of GEHA
houses to which I refer is that, although, over the
years. they have been progressively upgraded and
some window-model air-conditioners have been in-
stalled, one in the main bedroom and one in the
living area of those houses, no air-conditioners
have been installed in children's bedrooms. While
the general improvement in GEHA housing is
more than welcome, it has created an extremely
inequitable situation whereby some teachers enjoy
full air-conditioning and others only have partial
air-conditioned accommodation. One has only to
visit one of the residences in the height of summer
and see the children trying to sleep on the lounge-
room floor to appreciate how disruptive that is to
family and social life.

Another extremely adverse effect is where fam-
ilies have high school children who have a fair
amount of homework to undertake each day and
they are unable to withdraw to the quietude of
their rooms because they are like steam baths
without air-conditioning.

Last week, while I was in Port Hedland, I met
with a group of teachers who again raised the
issue with me. They made it very clear to me that
they felt they had put up with the situation
long enough having waited and waited for the
extra air-conditioners. They are not now prepared
to tolerate the unfairness of the situation any
longer. They consider the issue serious enough to
be organising, some time in the next few weeks, a
teacher-free day. Naturally, I am very concerned
that teachers in my electorate feel they have to
take this action to achieve the extra facility for the
affected families.

I consider that the days when air-conditioning
in the norLh-west was considered a luxury are well
and truly over. These people who agree to come to
my area and take on the very great responsibility
of educating our children are entitled to expect
that their conditions of employment will be fair
and equal. That applies also to their accommo-
dation. 1 feel that the present unsatisfactory situ-
ation should not be allowed to continue indefi-
nitely. I understand that an air-conditioning com-
mittee has been established for several years with
the responsibility of advising the Government on
these matters and that committee has already
recommended that the extra air-conditioners be
installed.

1 appreciate the difficulty of finding funding for
such a project. Obviously, a number of houses are
involved. However, 1 wish to add my strong sup-
port to the air-conditioning committee's
recommendation. I hope that the Minister for
Education will also support it and that this matter
wi ll rece ive favou ra ble considera tio n i n the coming
Budget.

MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for Edu-
cation) [7.33 p.m.]: The member for Pilbara has
shown her normal impeccable sense of timing in
raising this matter this evening when no person in
Western Australia could not feel that air-con-
ditioning is an absolute necessity in almost every
area of the State. I guess even in Albany they are
feeling the need for more than the natural air-
conditioning which I believe is Liberal Party pol-
icy for that area.

I have a lot of sympathy with the represen-
tations made by the member for Pilbara because it
is certainly the case that the policy that has
prevailed in the past of not providing air-con-
ditioning for more than two rooms in a GEHA
house in the north is causing difficulty for people
with large families and is causing disruption of
sleeping accommodation and working arrange-
ments while that policy prevails. I am sure the
member appreciates that the Government has not
been able to move more quickly in terms of provid-
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ing additional air-conditioners because of the costs
involved both in installing them and in running
them during the period for which the Government
subsidises air-conditioners in the north. I have
sympathy with the representations she has made
and I undertake to implement the following steps.

I will have the Education Department survey
all accommodation in the Pilbara and the
Kimberley to determine how many houses require
the extra air-conditioner for the third room be-
cause of the size of the family occupying that
house. Once I have that information I will ask the
Government Employees' Housing Authority to
make a comparable survey of the houses occupied
by non-teaching staff. Although I have a responsi-
bility for teachers in this State I do not think the
Government will be prepared to enter into any
arrangement for teachers that it is not prepared to
enter into for other officers in other parts of the
service.

I will approach Cabinet to see whether we can
find the money to install the extra air-conditioners
in those houses.

1 was sorry to hear on the radio that teachers in
Port Hedland were considering taking strike ac-
tion over this issue. I hope they will give the
Government a little more time to see whether it
can resolve this matter before they take any action
of that kind. I understand that only six air-
conditioners are involved in Port Hedland over
which strike action will be taken. Although that is
a small number I understand the significance of it
to the six families involved.

I told the Teachers' Union that we cannot make
separate arrangements for teachers in the north of
this State.

Mr Clarko: And the eastern areas.
Mr PEARCE: Yes, there are other areas of the

State in which the air-conditioning policy applies.
We cannot make arrangements for teachers and
forget about other Government officers. I believe
the Government has other responsibilities in this
area. It has been slowed down from fulfilling its
responsibility only by the amount of costs
involved.

I shall rapidly compile the figures to which I
have referred and make an approach to Cabinet
for additional assistance within the next week or
SO.

The SPEAKER: Grievances noted.

COMMUNICATIONS: "BLITZ" NEWSPAPER
Funding: Motion

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) J7.37 p.m.]: I move-

That this House expresses grave concern
regarding the misuse of public moneys in-
curred in the production of the newspaper
Blitz, which, in the name of International
Youth Year and directing its articles to the
age range from 12 to 25 years, included items
of such a nature as to lower rather than to
uplift the aspirations of our youth and using
language which is not acceptable in ordinary
newspapers.

Further, this House calls on the Govern-
ment to reject a foreshadowed application for
nearly $70 000 which would allow the news-
paper to be produced on a monthly basis for
the remainder of 1985, urging that if such a
sum is available for youth programmes, that
it be spent on projects which are positive and
not negative and which will enhance young
people in their self development and their
ability to contribute to building a better world
in which to live.

The Opposition finds it of little surprise that the
Labor Government, and particularly the Minister
for Education, should be willing to financially sup-
port such a publication. This Government is rap-
idly becoming known for its left-wing ideologies
and certainly for its apparent disinterest in the
protection and the retention of the family unit in
our State.

Mr Davies: Rubbish!

Mr MacKINNON: The Minister might say.
"Rubbish", but it is interesting to see that the
Government, while it is trying to copy most of the
Opposition's policies, has not appointed a Minister
with responsibility for the family. I know that the
Government has appointed a Minister with re-
sponsibility for the elderly as proposed by the Op-
position;, however, that does not include the fam-
ily. We have an Opposition spokesman with re-
sponsibility for the family. It is surprising that the
Government has not taken the opportunity to fol-
low that lead.

When one looks at the performance of the
Government and when one considers the issues
which are, ini our view, important for the retention
of the family unit, one has only to consider the
Government's attitude to video pornography.

It is also not surprising that the Minister for
Education has come out in support of this publi-
cation especially when we know that he supports
the legalisat ion of marihuana and that he was, in
fact, the member who when on this side of the
House introduced a Dill to legitimnise homosexu-
ality. It is not surprising that this Government is
willing to provide public funds to print such trash
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that will be served out to the young people of this
State.

I Find it difficult to understand how any parent
can be proud that his or her child is exposed to
some of the articles which have been published in
this taxpayer-funded publication. I would take
issue with the fact that a publication of this nature
is directed to an audience between the ages of 12
and 25 irrespective of who funded it. However,
when we know that we, as taxpayers, contributed
to the publication it makes the situation worse.
The young people to whom the publication is
directed are on the threshold of their adult life.

The society and issues that Blitz is trying to
mould are hardly visions we are trying to encour-
age youth to have.

Primarily my objection to the publication-I
am interested to see that the Minister for Com-
munity Services is willing to defend such absolute
trash-lies with values in which obviously he is not
interested. It is not the way in which people con-
duct themselves in the privacy of their homes
about which I am interested, but public standards
and the kind of society we want for ourselves and
for our young people. That is what I am interested
in-public values and public standards. Obviously,
the Minister for Community Services is not simi-
larly interested.

Mr Wilson: I am not interested in anything you
have to say.

Mr MacKIN NON: I am well aware of that and
it shows the mentality of the Minister when he is
not prepared to listen to the arguments put for-
ward by the Opposition.

Mr Wilson: No, just not to you.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Ordet!
Mr MacKINNON: I am interested to hear the

comments of the Minister for Community Ser-
vices, the same Minister with special responsibility
for Aboriginal Affairs. Perhaps the Blitz maga-
zinc is a little above his intelligence and that is the
reason he does not understand it. I would have
thought that the Minister as a community leader,
above all other parliamentarians in this House,
would aim to encourage high standards and not
low standards in our youth.

I am interested to hear that the Minister for
Community Services is prepared to support a pub-
lication that refers to peep shows and I urge him
to read page five of the magazine and tell me
whether he would take it home and encourage his
children to read it.

Mr Wilson: Do not be stupid.

Mr MacKINNON: Of course he would not.
There is nothing stupid about it. People are being
encouraged to take this magazine into their
homes. Why is it being printed for people between
the ages of12 and 25?

Several members interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: I do not think the public or

the Government should fund this magazine.
Knowing the member for Kalgoorlie I would be
surprised if he would encourage his children to
read that sort of trash at the age of 12.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr MacKINNON: The Minister appears to

have missed the point I made. I am not talking
about morals, but I am talking about values and
standards to which we, as leaders of the com-
munity, should encourage people to aspire. As a
parent I would like to think that my children
would be aspiring to the highest standards and not
the lowest standards, which seems to be the aim of
this publication. As I have already said the tax-
payers in this State are funding this publication;, it
is not a private publication.

Many members in this House have attended
university and have read the publications which
have been published and funded by the students.
Some of the students write the articles and few of
them read them. I think that Grok is a poor maga-
zine, but it is not designed for I 2-year-alds to
read. Blitz is funded by the taxpayer and is
published for this purpose.

Members would not be surprised that Blitz as-
pires to such low standards when they find that
the editor of that publication was, for three years,
the editor of Grok.

We have a situation where taxpayers' funds are
being used to publish a magazine which is
directed to children of 12 years and over, and the
language used would not be published in The West
Australian newspaper or broadcasted on radio and
television stations.

The Blitz magazine tells children to contact the
gay youth group if they have doubts about their
sexuality. It surprises me that the article did not
encourage 12-year-olds to consult with their
parents if they had doubts about their sexuality.
After all, is that not where children should receive
their guidance? They should not receive it from
the barrels of Blitz but from the mouths of their
parents.

Mr Taylor: No-one would disagree with the fact
that it should come from the parents, but it ap-
pears that that is not what is happening these
days.

III



112 [ASS EM BLY)

Mr Thompson: So they rely on publications like
this to do their job!

Mr MacKCINNON: The member for Kalgoorlie
is saying that if this is the standard of our com-
munity we should grin and bear it. What the Op-
position is saying is that if the public is funding
this sort of publication it should be encouraging
the highest standards and encouraging a return to
the family unit. We should be trying to strengthen
the family unit, not weaken it.

It surprises me that the Blitz magazine has been
produced as an International Youth Year 1985
project because it refers only to negatives and not
positives. I had to look through the magazine very
carefully to find some of the positive articles; I
found that the resource listing was a good idea,
but it took up only one page. I also think that the
labour exchange idea is well worth a place, but
that took up only half a page. Among the negative
articles I found reference to the gay community
and an article headed, "A Dollar coin won't buy
you a Playboy". It is hardly literature designed to
encourage projects that should be developed dur-
ing International Youth Year 1985.

There is nothing in the magazine which refers to
responsible community groups, which is an area
which should be encouraged during International
Youth Year. For example, I mention the scouting
movement which has encouraged scouts and
guides throughout the world for many years.

We do not see a contribution in this publication
from that group. Is there a contribution from one
church group? There are some listings on the re-
source pages of church-related groups, but not one
contribution from a church group. Not one men-
t ion is made of sport irig organisa tions. W hati about
voluntary groups that make such a great contri-
bution to our comnmuntty, such as thc Surf Life
Saving Association? The Minister for Education
sits and laughs and thinks it is a great joke.

Mr Pearce: I think you are a great joke.

Mr MacKINNON: The Opposition does not
think this is a great joke. We believe the young
people in this country should be encouraged to
aspire to the highest standards and should not be
e ncouraged to roll around in the gutter by publi-
cations that the Minister and his Government sup-
port. Not one mention is made of the service clubs
such as Rotary and Apex, many of which have
groups for young people. Where are the articles
from groups which voluntarily contribute enor-
mous amounts to our society? The magazine is
funded by the taxpayers, but where does it encour-
age our people to put something back into the
community from which we get so much? It just is
not there.

It is ironic that when the organisers of Blitz
called for submissions from various groups, it
seems that the only ones they encouraged were the
minority groups. They could be called the fringe
dwellers, not the groups which represent the bulk
of our society; that is, those who aspire to higher
standards, who are building for a better future,
and who contribute to the wider society.

If the Government is prepared to listen to the
majority of our young people it should not be
funding this type of publication but should be
looking towards funding publications that will
contribute to our society. For example, the
Government recently announced that it will spend
$500 000 to assault the problems of street children
in Western Australia.

Mr Wilson: Are you opposed to that?

Mr MacKINNON: I support it.

Mr Wilson: You are such a negative person.

Mr MacKINNON: I think the heat must be
getting to the Minister. I mentioned a Government
programme that the Opposition supports. The
Government's action is rather belated because the
problem had to manifest itself publicly on the
front page of every newspaper in this State and on
television before anything happened.

Mr Wilson: When did your Government do any-
thing about it?

Mr MacKINNON: We have not been in
Government for two years and it seems the stan-
dards in this community have declined rather rap-
idly during that period.

The Minister for Community Services has
indicated that he does not listen to me, or under-
stand or believe anything I say. He does not want
to believe I am commending the Government ;~or
that programme, but at the same tintsc I am con-
demning the Government For spending money that
will contribute to the selfsame problem it is trying
to solve.

I know what the young people in the community
would say if they were asked what they thought of
this magazine and so does the Minister for Edu-
cation. If they were asked what they aspired to in
International Youth Year for 1985 they would
say, "Employment and jobs". Employment is their
number one priority; it is today, it was last year
and two years ago, and the way this Government
is shaping and with the Federal Government's
policies, it probably will be in two years' time.
They want the Government to do the job for which
it was elected; that is, to create a climate where
the four-letter word "dole" is replaced by another
four-letter word, "work". The Government would
have the full support of the Opposition if it did
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that. It will get only opposition and public con-
demnation when it uses taxpayers' funds to
finance such publications as Blitz.

With the concentration of young people today
who are mostly interested in employment, it is
amazing that the only contribution in this publi-
cation dealing with employment is a small article
entitled "Labour Exchanges want work". The
article occupies a quarter of a page in a 20-page
publication. We know that the number one
interest and concern of young people in Western
Australia is whether or not they have a job,
whether they can get one, or how they will get one
when they leave school. If the Government is sin-
cere and wishes to encourage young people to as-
pire to those values and improve their lot as far as
obtaining employment is concerned, it will have
our full support. If the Government wants to ad-
dress the real problems in the community as it has
in the campaign to deal with problems on the
streets, it will have our full support. However,
when it dishes up this trash to children who are 12
and 13 years old and encourages people to take the
publication home to read it and destroy the values
of our society, it will have the Opposition's
continued and repeated condemnation.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [7.56 p.m.]: I sec-
ond the motion. I am surprised that the Govern-
ment members were not prepared to stand up and
defend their position.

Mr Pearce: I will speak when you have finished.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister for Education can
speak now if he wishes.

Mr Pearce: After you.

Mr CLARKO: I find the Minister's reluctance
to speak typical of the Government's position on
issues such as this.

Mr Pearce: If you sit down I will speak now.

Mr CLARKO: The Speaker wilt not allow me
to debate again if I do that.

Mr Pearce: That is one of the benefits of my
proposition.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister is sweet and sour,
but mostly sour.

.Blitz newspaper bears the International Youth
Year logo and its editorial states-

The United Nations has designated 1985
as International Youth Year, a year to high-
light the aspirations, needs and potential of
young people aged 12-25 years throughout
the world. The United Nations is making a
direct appeal for continued commitment by
everyone to youth and the future.

I find these objectives highly commendable. Few
would disagree with them. As a consequence the
Federal Government has allocated S2.3 million to
run the national IYY campaign, with a further
$2.1 million through community employment pro-
grammes, making a total of $4.4 million. On top
of this, State Governments will also make signifi-
cant contributions; for example, in Western
Australia there is a joint State-Federal pro-
gramme which will cost $54 000 in which young
people will be given the opportunity to obtain
grants of up to $3 000 to assist them in their own
specific, unique and individual projects.

Graham Mabury, the chairman of Western
Australia's IYY co-ordinating committee, has
publicly stated his support for such projects, and
in an article in The West Australian on 24
January 1985 it was stated that-

Projects were studied before the committee
issued grants and were reviewed once they
were operational to ensure the money was
being appropriately spent.

I think that is a very proper way to oversee expen-
diture of public money and Mr Mabury obviously
believes the same thing. That is the way we should
deal with moneys of this order-the $4.4 million
and additional moneys which Mr Mabury has
indicated they will seek from the private sector-
to ensure that there is no misuse of public money.
These matters should be scrutinised. Since I began
criticising the Blitz newspaper a mnonth ago cer-
tain people have said that they did not feel it was
their job to censor such a publication. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has pointed out that the
tertiary institutions are producing absolute rub-
bish in their publications. Any adult who picks up
such a publication treats it with scorn and throws
it in the waste bin. Unfortunately, they are not
much good for burning on barbecues because of
the poor quality of the paper.

No-one needs the tripe written in those sorts of
newspapers. The editor of Blitz received a grant of
$3 000 or so for the minuscule amnount Of Work he
put into producing this heap of rubbish. This man
was previously the editor of Grok newspaper, a
student newspaper at WA IT.

As a concerned former student of a tertiary
institution, I am sure you, Mr Speaker, never
gained a great deal out of reading those rags, but
those newspapers are issued free, paid for by the
students themselves. If one goes to the cafeterias
one will find stacks of these papers three feet high,
beca use t hey a re n ot taken a fter t he fi rst mon th or
two. They syndicate material which has been
flown around the United States, the left-wing
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campuses of the world, and which eventually finds
its way to these institutions in remote Western
Australia. The same sort of articles are produced
by each of them, month after month.

It is not surprising that when the man who
previously edited Grok produces a student news-
paper designed to cater for students down to 12
years of age, paid for out of the taxpayers' purse,
he will continue the same sort of drivel with which
he was associated when he produced Grok.
Unfortunately this type of material has now been
put into this paper called Blitz. Millions of dollars
of taxpayer's money are involved in the youth pro-
grammes, and regrettably $12 000 has been sunk
into this form of newspaper.

IYY is to promote youth, to build up youth. The
United Nations has prescribed three themes. The
first is participation, and all of us strongly wel-
come young people participating more fully in our
society and overcoming the difficulties that go
with such participation. We should encourage
them to do that. Then there is development, both
for themselves and for their peers.

Of course, there is peace. This must be peace in
the proper sense, not peace as put out by the
Soviet Peace Council and things of that sort;, all
the peace programmes which the Minister has
been happy to support.

Jo Valentine is our Senator elect. She was
elected by members of the Labor Party branches
who are extreme leftists-grabbers of money from
the public purse.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: Who do members think Jo Val-

entine voted for before she stood for election? The
people who voted for her are Laborites. Would
members opposite have such an attitude towards
American ships coming into Fremantle and other
harbours in Australia? Only this morning at 8
o'clock the ABC published details of the findings
of people surveyed around Australia and what
they think of the ANZUS Treaty; whether they
support American ships coming to our harbours.
Overwhelmingly they support a position contrary
to the view of the leftist Laborites.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: How many times has the mem-

ber for Fremantle travelled to Russia and behind
the Iron Curtain? Who paid for his fares when he
went there?

These three themes of the United Nations in
regard to the International Youth Year are par-
ticipation, development, and peace in its proper
sense, themes which are, I am sure, supported by
all reasonable people in Australia. These noble

and altruistic aims have been grossly undermined
by this edition of Blitz.

One of the statements in my extensive file says
that it is to be a once-only proposition. Several
speakers associated with the youth council and so
on have indicated they would like to see this paper
produced on a monthly basis. A Press release
stated that the first edition cost $12 000. 1 asked if
that meant 12 editions would cost $144 000, and if
so, is that what the Government is contemplating?
If it is, it should reject the idea.

Since then the people associated with the pro-
duction of Blitz have said they are seeking about
$67 000. That is approximately $70 000. What a
dreadful waste it would be if we followed up this
$12 000-which is money down the drain with all
this tripe and trash-with over $60 000, when
young people need support! The International
Youth Year needs support! This does not mean it
needs support such as we see here today.

I asked the Minister today whether he would
provide me with specific details of the application
for finance for the newspaper. He answered that
the youth affairs council had made application for
finance for TAFE funding. He deliberately-or
inadvertently-failed to respond to my question
for specific details. I would have expected the
Minister, with his knowledge of English, to have
understood that 1 was asking him to state the
precise words of the application for this money. I
am sure it was much more detailed than the
answer he gave.

I am prepared to give the Minister the benefit of
the doubt, as I always am. He needs the benefit of
the doubt. I will be asking him again to state what
were the precise words of the application by the
youth affairs council for this funding. I bet it did
not just write and say, "We want $12 000 for
Blitz." It would have said it intended producing a
newspaper to do this, that, and the other.

I give him the benefit of the doubt; he missed
what I was specifically asking, but he should not
have. If he has a knowledge of semantics, he
should have been able to understand what I was
asking for. I think he is ducking for cover.

Some people said to mec that this newspaper was
designed for the unemployed, the people who are
really up against it; those who have been unem-
ployed, and who are really down on their uppers.
If that is what they asked for, let him say so.
Many people would think it was to cater for the
age group 12 to 25. That is what the semi-editorial
implies. If it is not merely to cater for that very
small proportion of our population in the age
group 12 to 25 who are not employed and who are
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not students, it is essential that the Minister says
so.

Are we are seeking a newspaper to cater for
those people who are unemployed, who are down
on their uppers, and who are unfortunately in a
position where they are grossly depressed and so
on? Is that what we are providing money for? But
the newspaper editorial implies it is for the people
in the age group 12 to 25. In that age group no
more than 10 or 15 per cent are in the unemployed
category. I would think something like 85 per cent
are either employed or students.

The Minister must be out of touch. He should
tell members whether, in the age group 15 to 22,
we have an unemployment rate of 25 per cent, or
whether only 20 per cent are unemployed. Of the
age group 12 to 25, the 12, 13 and 14-year-olds
are students. Virtually all I 5-year-alds are
students, many of the 16-year-olds are students,
and fair proportion of the 17-year-aids are
students. How many people in this category are
unemployed?

I would say 85 per cent were in the other
category which is that of people who are going
about their student or employment affairs in a
positive, wholesome way. If Government members
say 85 per cent is too high and the figure should be
80 per cent, I shall accept that. I would even
accept a figure of 75 per cent, but I cannot go any
lower than that.

In other words, three-quarters or more of this
age group-in the case of many 24-year-olds they
would be married with a child--do not wander
along the track obsessed with a whole heap of the
ridiculous articles which are found in this maga-
zine. Therefore, those articles do not fit the 24-
year-old male or female who has one child, and
whose husband works, or who work themselves,
say, for the Government. This stuff does not fit
them. Certainly it does not fit a 12, 13, or 14-year-
old. MrT Mabury of the International Youth Year
committee-

Mr Wilson: He was appointed to that com-
mittee by the Government.

Mr CLARKO: What is the point of that inter-
jection?

Mr Wilson: You simply keep quoting him. He
was appointed by me to that position.

Mr CLARKO: I am not surprised that the Min-
ister for Community Services appointed MrT
Mabury to that position. HeI is one of the Govern-
ment's socialist gang! To which branch of the
Labor Party does Graham Mabury belong? I can
tell Government members that he is not a high
conservative. I have listened to his programme
many times. If he did not vote for the Labor Party

at the last election and the two elections prior to
that, I would be prepared to give $ 100 to a charity
of the Government's choice and vice versa.

I quote comments made by MrT Mabury in this
article of 24 January last-

Many people tend to forget the good done
by OUr volunteer surf lifesavers and other
young community groups. They associate
youth, generally, with vandalism, violence
and drug abuse, but it is important to recog-
nise that these categories involve only a mini-
ority and it is the symptoms, not the results of
such actions that require study.

I totally agree with Graham Mabury's comments
in that newspaper.

Mr Wilson: Even though he is a socialist?
Mr CLARKO: Does the Minister think

Graham Mabury is not a socialist?
Mr Wilson: I do not know.
Mr CLARKO: That is totally dishonest. If the

Minister listens to his programme for a week, he
will work out MrT Mabury's political affiliations.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I strongly support the views

expressed there by Mr Mabury in that article. In a
number of articles Blitz emphasises a minority
view which does nothing to uplift or encourage our
youth towards a better future.

I shall ask this pertinent question: What was the
specific purpose of producing Blitz at Government
expense? The Minister has deliberately or inad-
vertently ducked that question which I asked him
today. Was the purpose of the production of Blitz
to allow a handful of young people to express their
thoughts on general matters relating to youth,
specifically to International Youth Year? I say
that, because the first page of that newspaper has,
in the top right-hand corner, a logo of Inter-
national Youth Year.

The question I have just posed is what should
have been the purpose of Blitz. I cannot obtain a
statement from the Minister that the Government
was backing Blitz for a different reason. Was this
newspaper designed to cover the complete cross-
section of our society of young people? By con-
trast, was it designed specifically to give emphasis
to the views of Unemployed youth to enable them
to express their opinions, or was it designed for the
views of ex-school students-those who have been
unemployed for a very short period? Alternatively,
was it designed for the long-term unemployed or
the blue-collar unemployed? Was it designed for
the semiskilled or skilled unemployed or for the
professional unemployed-the teachers who did
not get a job this year? Every year when the
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Minister for Education sat on this side of the
House he bellowed about the small proportion of
trained primary teachers who obtained jobs. How-
ever, this year we have seen the lowest precentage
ever or trained primary school teachers obtaining
jobs. A tremendous number of these people are
unemployed. I am not attacking the Minister for
Education on that point, but when he sat on this
side of the House he attacked the Government
every year on this issue, saying the position was
wrong. However, now the Minister for Education
says this situation has occurred because of circum-
stances-because money is tight. Money is easier
now than it has been for many years.

When I make my criticisms it must be under-
stood that this newspaper is aimed at the 12 to 25-
year-old bracket. It must be realised that, when
one reads Grok. Pelican, and these other tawdry
newspapers, they are not aimed at 12-year-olds,
but rather at university students. However, Blitz is
aimed at 12 and I 3-year-olds.

This newspaper is aimed at a proportion of
people who are finding life particularly tough
today. Unfortunately the most dominant number
of the unemployed today are those with lesser
skills. That is the sad aspect of the matter. This
newspaper is directed at a whole range of people;
the unemployed are a sad part of those people and
they need help.

The $12000 which has been allocated to the
production of this magazine, and the S67 000 if
the Government agrees to grant that sum which is
being asked for, could be spent for the beniefit of
these people in many far better ways than spend-
ing it on this third-rate newspaper.

Blitz says unequivocally-
The objective of the project was to involve

young people in the production of a news-
paper of relevance to the young.

It refers to "the young". Those are the words
which can be round in the newspaper. It did not
say that the newspaper had special relevance for
the deprived young or the grossly, long-term un-
employed young. It said it was for young people.

I say advisedly that the newspaper has relevance
for only 10 per cent or I5 per cent of young
people. If Government members want to make an
argument and say the figure is 20 per cent. I shall
concede that. Therefore, 80 per cent or more of
the people at whom this newspaper is said to be
aimed, and for whom it is designed, are students
or employed people, and they have been largely
ignored.

Blitz would have been far better directed at
painting a positive view of life and referring to the
good things of life as they relate to youth. By all

means it could include some comments about the
problems that these specifically disadvantaged
young people face. I would support that. It could
include articles relating to unemployment and
specific problems, such as drugs as they affect the
young and so on. However, bearing in mind the
fact that this newspaper has Government funding
and that only I5 or 20 per cent of those for wvhom
it is designed fall into that "black" category, I
suggest the balance overall should have been
aimed at having a newspaper which was uplifting
and encouraging and which put forward a positive
attitude about the present and the future for our
youth.

The three themes of the United Nations of par-
ticipation, development, and peace could be the
foundation stones for this newspaper. The news-
paper should have contained articles illustrating
the ways in which the young can contribute
towards obtaining better lives for themselves, their
peers, and the youth of other countries, bearing in
mind this is International Youth Year. Such aims
would equate to a greater extent with the three
United Nations objectives than many of the Blitz
articles.

Let me now specify some of the matters to
which I object in Blitz. I say categorically I am
not against every article in Blitz. I was at great
pains to indicate that in the first Press statement I
made.

If members look at the article which appeared
on the front of The West Australian in those latter
days of January, they will see that I said specifi-
cally that I objected to some items in Blitz.
Government members should not say that Blitz
contains a number of good articles and therefore,
my argument does not carry any weight, bearing
in mind that I would not object to those articles.

However, I refer to the comic strip "Saturday
Nite" which portrays the misadventures of a
young man named Grant who becomes involved in
stealing a car. This young man is described as
being on bail already for some unknown offence.
The language and pictures-the brown-nosing and
so on-in that comic strip would not be allowed to
be published in an ordinary daily newspaper or to
be depicted on our television channels.

I object to any newspaper using such language
and I object especially if such newspapers are
funded by the taxpayer. I object further if such a
newspaper is published in the name of Inter-
national Youth Year.

I protest even further if 12-year-olds are part of
the group that the newspaper is aiming at. This
comic is definitely anti-police. It portrays them as
fools and incompetents unable to spell "hot wire"
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It is neither neutral nor pro-police; it is anti-police.
It proves nothing for some of the supporters of
Blitz in the media, people such as Maumill and
the left-wing radio, to state that elsewhere another
article says that "there are many good ones and
some not-so-good ones", referring to the police.
That is certainly not pro-police. The newspaper
undermines the position of our police, something
you would not do, Mr Speaker. It is pro-Grant, or
pro the lawbreaker.

In addition, it is not the work of any of the
newspaper's writers. It has been said that the
newspaper was produced to give young people
some sort of experience in writing for a newspaper.
The newspaper itself says that it began with about
20 people but finished with really only five people
who finally put together this paper, with an odd
bit of help from one or two others. But the news-
paper's writers did not write this comic; it was
merely borrowed from a comic strip called "Street
Wise Comics" care of the Redfern Legal Centre,
New South Wales. I made some inquiries about
the Redfern Legal Centre and was told that it was
not a very reputable organisation.

Mr MacKinnon: It is not a branch of the Lib-
eral Party.

Mr CLARKO: And it would not even be a
branch of the Labor Party. I do not think the
Labor Party would be associated with this cheap
and filthy comic. What is positive about this filthy
comic? it is a bad model for our youth. It does not
seek to deter youth from crime. It merely crudely
advises them how to escape the due process of law,
the punishment for their wrongdoings. These
young people in the comic strip are involved in
stealing a car and the comic builds them up as
some sort of folk heroes.

I will move to another area that disturbs me,
and I refer now to the article on gay youth. This
article promotes homosexuality in general and
specifically for the very young. It states-

The gay youth group consists of about 12
members with an age range from 16 to 25,
but the group has been known to welcome
younger members. And that tends to reflect
the non-conformist attitude of the group.

How disgraceful it is to invite 15-year-olds and
younger to "have a good time", as they say,
among these juvenile homosexuals. It is a club for
spreading evil.

Clearly their actions are illegal since homosexu-
ality is not legitimate in this State, despite the
efforts some years ago of the present Minister for
Education to legitimise homosexuality. Despite his
efforts it is not legal and consequently homosexual
acts among these very young people are not legal.

Mr Watt: Don't they say it is a pretty good
alternative?

Mr CLARKO: Yes, they do and it is very sad
indeed because young people of these immature
years are invited to join their club. I quote again-

Most young gays-
Under 16 years. To continue-

-need reassuring that it is airight to be
gay and there's nothing wrong with being
gay.

That is dreadful and evil. It is a canker in our
society. While the Minister for Education was in
the silvern glades of New Zealand we were read-
ing Press articles about a 16-year-old mentally
retarded homosexual involved in prostitution. It is
Fine that the Government has allocated $500 000
to redress this problem, but at the same time I do
not think that this Minister, despite his views on
homosexuality, in any way endorses this news-
paper. He has not done so and I do not think the
Government has done so.

Nevertheless, I urge the Minister and the
Government to take the necessary steps to make
sure that no more of this filth is shoved down the
throats of youths as young as 12 years. If in some
way they have been led into the beginnings of a
life involving homosexuality, they should be
directed out of it at the first opportunity.

There are many good family people on the
Government benches and I know they would not
be happy to have someone say, as was said in this
newspaper comic, "Christ, up to my arms in shit".
The Minister for Education's young son started
school this year-and remember that this news-
paper is being distributed at schools and through
libraries-so his son could see this sort of thing. I
am sure that if his son said that sort of thing at the
table at home, the Minister would counsel his son
to stop using that sort of language. Many mem-
bers opposite would do the same thing; I am sure
you would, Mr Speaker.

So that is the problem. We have a newspaper
funded out of taxpayers' money in which this sort
of thing is being encouraged. It says to young
people chat if they feel any guilt, these young gays
will help them get rid of that guilt feeling. If the
Minister gets up to reply, which he ducked doing
half an hour ago, I am sure he would say that he
does not support this sort of thing for young
people. I am sure he does not support it. It would
be a disgrace if he did.

The newspaper has a peep show story. They say
that "hunters", presumably the people who attend
peep shows, are not dirty old men but average
males. I say that the people who go along to peep
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shows, if they exist in North Beach, are filthy,
crude people who should have nothing to do with
young people and families and all of the important
things in our lives that we try to inculcate into our
young people. I am sure that if you, Mr Speaker,
knew any person who went along to these peep
shows, you would dissuade him from having any-
thing to do with our young people.

MR PEARCE (Arinadale--Minister for Edu-
cation) [8.27 P.M.]: I was attending
the Australian Education Council meeting
in New Zealand when this matter came to
notice. I congratulate the member for Karrinyup
for taking only a month to catch up with what was
going on with Blitz. He was nine or 10-times
faster than usual. But I did get a laugh when I
came back because almost the first newspaper I
picked up was the Sunday Times where I read the
Howard Sattler column, he being no socialist.
There was a photograph of the member for
Karrinyup under the caption, "Mr Clarko-no
wonder he is in Opposition". I only wish that Mr
Sattler were here this evening because he would
find out not only why the member for Karrinyup is
in Opposition but also why the rest of the mem-
bers opposite are in Opposition.

This is the first private members' day we have
had after the parliamentary recess. In that time a
lot of very significant issues have emerged to con-
cern the Government and the people of this State.
Yet what is the most important issue the Oppo-
sition has to raise on this first private members'
day but the expenditure of SI2 2000 of TAFE PEP
money, Commonwealth money, on a student news-
paper. That is the most important issue the Oppo-
sition could find. It is a tiny issue.

The effort on the part of the Opposition to at-
tach the Government to this newspaper is particu-
larly misplaced because participation and equity
fund money comes from the Commonwealth and
the money is distributed by a committee estab-
lished by the Commonwealth.

I had no part in the allocation of money to Blitz
and indeed I have no knowledge of the funding of
the publication.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Karrinyup was heard in almost complete silence.

Mr PEARCE: Once the matter had arisen I
took the trouble to read the newspaper and I must
admit that there were some articles with which I
thoroughly agreed and some with which I
disagreed. However, my approach and the
Government's approach is quite a bit different
from that evinced by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Karrinyup.

What is the bottom line of the member for
Karrinyup's assessment of the articles in the
paper? He would say, "This article is one with
which I agree, therefore it should have been al-
lowed to be published. Here is an article with
which I disagree, therefore it should not have been
published". That is all at one with the attitude the
member adopts with almost any educational or
social matter: Things he agrees with are okay,
otherwise they are not. That is his approach with
the school curriculum and subjects such as the
articles in this paper; it is his whole approach to
society. What he approves of is okay; what he
disapproves of is not okay.

I have news for him, and it is this: We live in a
democratic society, a pluralistic society where
there are different sorts of people with different
sorts of attitudes. The key value that ought to be
inculcated into our young children and other
members of our society is a compassion, a
tolerance and an understanding for other people. I
am told that the member, having made his initial
statement, went on talk back radio and was
thoroughly lambasted on all accounts.

The member will Find out soon because it is not
our approach to try to censor these things, particu-
larly in the very difficult circumstances in which a
minority of our young people find themselves, and
that is the second point.

Mr MacKinnon: What about the majority? Do
you not think the majority have problems too?

Mr PEARCE: Of course the majority have
problems, but to think that everything that is done
should be done in a way which reflects what the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition believes is the
attitude of the majority is the same as saying, as
the member for Karrinyup does, "Things that I
agree with, because they are the things which I
believe the majority agrees with, are the only
things which are okay." What is wrong with
minorities in our society? What is wrong with
allowing minority groups to express their
opinions? The member for Karrinyup had the
audacity to criticise those people of Western
Australia who quite legally elected Miss Jo Valen-
tine as a Senator of this State; he seemed to think
they have no right to put somebody like Jo Valen-
tine into the Senate.

Mr Clarko: I never said that.

Mr PEARCE: She was entitled to run for elec-
tion and she was entitled to be elected. She was
not supported by half the people in Western
Australia, but she was supported by a sufficiently
significant enough minority to deserve election.

I do not intend to spend much time on this
debate because I do not think that the issues that
the Opposition has raised are of sufficient
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substance to delay this House for any length of
time.

The Government does not accept the rigidly
authoritarian attitude which is continually evinced
by the former Minister for Education in this place
and elsewhere, and on this occasion, I am sad to
say, supported by at least one of his colleagues. I
very much doubt that deep in their hearts even
many Opposition members would like to see the
kind of rigidly authoritarian ultra right-wing so-
ciety in which any kind of minority group or any
kind of dissident opinion is rigidly suppressed by
people such as the member for Karrinyup. That is
not the kind of society that Australians would
want to see.

In response to the question, "What is good in
this thing?", I think the whole debate we have
heard tonight from the Opposition has
demonstrated very clearly that it is out of touch
with the problems, the difficulties, and the atti-
tudes of young people. The old men on the Oppo-
sition benches cannot understand the problems of
disadvantaged young people, and have no com-
passion for, or even conception of the difficulties
that many of our young people face-the kind of
alienation that many of these people feel from our
society, which they believe has let them down.

The member for Karrinyup attempted to attack
me by suggesting I spent a three-week holiday in
New Zealand when the business of the street kids
and the four young people who were arrested for
homosexual soliciting in the Supreme Court
Gardens occurred. He has clearly forgotten the
fact that I was the Acting Minister for Com-
munity Services at that time, and that I set in
train the actions which led to the $500 000 grant
for street workers, and took the First set of actions
to try to contain that situation.

In comparison with the previous Government,
this Government is much more responsive to the
needs of young people, much more attuned to the
kind of attitudes they have, and much more able
to deal with their frustration and turn
disenchanted young people into useful and mature
members of our society.

Mr MacKinnon: Do you believe that newspaper
will help it?

Mr PEARCE: Yes,!I do.
Mr MacKinnon: You are a sadly misguided

Minister.
Mr PEARCE: I will take my major argument

for this evening in terms of the inability of the
Opposition to understand people's attitudes, from
the very pages of the magazine they are condemn-
ing. On the back appears a poem called "The
Youth of Today", by Joanne Piavanini of year 10,

St. Edmunds College. Collie. I think it is a more
compelling answer to the Opposition than any-
thing I could aspire to. The poem reads as fol-
lows-

The youth of today.
They're larraldns.
When I was a boy things were different.
We respected our elders.
Over and over I hear it said:
"When I was young. .. "
I think they live in a fantasy
When they were young,
They were no different to us.
Oh, they wear different clothes,
And they listened to different music,
But essentially they were the same.
We read about the flappers of the 20's
The youth of the late 1950's,
And the flower children of the 60's.
And now the same people turn around
and tell us we're no good.
I think that as they grow older,
They forget what they really felt when they
were young.
Or maybe they didn't.
Maybe they remember all too well.

Try and shout down a 15-year-old girl.
Mr MacKinnon: I am not doing that. I am not

saying that at all.
Mr PEARCE: If my friend listened he might

obtain some wisdom and maturity.
The SPEAKER: Order! The two speakers on

the Opposition side were heard almost in complete
silence and there has been nothing but interjection
after interjection since the Minister has been on
his feet.

Mr PEARCE: The poem continues as follows-
So they make rules and regulations:
Don't drink;
Don't smoke;
Don't do this, that or the other.
And we break the rules.
It's our only form of rebellion.
We want to be our own people
and no-one understands that.
When a kid does something wrong,
He's made an example of and criticized.
When he does something right;
How different it is then.
They make nuclear weapons,
'Cause they won't be around when a war
starts.
But we will.
The youth of today will be blown away,
By the youth of Yesterday.
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I wish there was that amount of wisdom in the
Opposition's attitude.

MR THOMPSON (Kalamunda) [8.36 p.m.]:
The one thing I can tell members of the Govern-
ment is that I have got a heart because my sur-
geon dug in my chest and found one! However, it
is not so clear as to whether members opposite
have hearts. I have daughters aged 21, 19, 15, and
13 and I have no hesitation at all in allowing them
to read that poem. However, we are not talking
about my offspring or those of the people who sit
opposite when we are talking in terms of this
paper. We are talking about many other people in
the community, young people, who have not had
the benefit of a stable upbringing. We as com-
munity leaders need to have regard for the unfor-
tunate members of our community who are placed
in this position.

Because of the publicity that was given to the
problem of street kids I recently spent an eveni ng
in the city block. I walked around and spoke to
some of these young people. It is not the first time
that I have spoken to young people in that sort of
situation; I have done so before.

Mr Pearce: Did you catch homosexuality from
them?

Mr THOMPSON: No, I did not catch homo-
sexuality from them, and, indeed, in respect of the
charges that were laid against the kids who were
arrested, they have my sympathy. If it were not
for some dirty old man who was playing on the
feelings of some desperately lonely and desper-
ately unhappy young people, those offences would
not have occurred. Indeed, I believe that arresting
the kids and dragging them before the magistrate
is putting the cart before the horse. Had there
been no dirty old man, those children would not
have been in that situation. They do not perceive
themselves as being prostitutes; they simply crave
some attention, some love, and they crave some
support, and when someone shows them that sup-
port they are prepared to accept it, even though
some fairly dire consequences are associated with
it.

I want to commend, firstly, the Minister for
Education for the very prompt way in which he
dealt with that situation, and I want to also com-
mend the Government for earmarking some
money to address the problem.

I say to the Government that in its support of
this newspaper it is not doing anything to uplift
people in our community. In my view the Govern-
ment will drag down people in the community who
will be affected by this newspaper. Most people in
the community will not be affected by it, but some
children will be, and will draw strength from the

fact that some support has been given to the chal-
lenging of authority and giving cheek to authority.

The young people I spoke to in the centre of the
city would, given different circumstances, not be
as they are. If they are buoyed up by a news-
paper-particularly if they are aware that it is
supported by Government-they will accept that
being promiscuous and being cheeky has the bless-
ing of the lawmakers. That is the objection I have
to the newspaper; it will give support to a philos-
ophy and an approach to life which will not uplift
people, indeed, it will drag them down.

Insufficient money is available in our society to
assist the weak in the community. Although not
much money is involved in the production of this
paper, the money could be better spent. Rather
than publishing a newspaper, which will
undermine standards and pull people down, it
could be spent in ways which would uplift them.

I get fed up to the back teeth when I hear people
say that the young people of this generation are of
lesser quality than those who have gone before
them. That is just a lot of nonsense. I get fed up to
the back teeth when I hear people say that young
people coming out of our education system cannot
spell as well as could the previous generation, they
are not articulate, and they cannot add up. That is
a lot of nonsense.

While it is true that some young people who
come out of our education system are not articu-
late and may not be able to spell or add up, the
majority can. I say the majority of young people in
our society can think. They are taught to think
and they can think in a way in which previous
generations were never encouraged to do. That is
my view of young people today; therefore, I be-
lieve that the majority of the people in our com-
munity will not be affected by this newspaper, but
the weaker people in our society-and there will
always be people in that category-will not have
their position enhanced by the distribution of this
newspaper.

My objection to it is not so much that the news-
paper exists or circulates, but that it has received
Government blessing. That is the principal
objection I have to the newspaper; it has the bless-
ing of the Government, and does nothing to uplift
our society.

Although not a large sum of money is involved
in the production of this newspaper, it would be
better spent on activities which are likely to pro-
mote a more responsible attitude by young people
toward their responsibilities in the community.

The Government has done something good with
regard to a related matter, but has also done
something bad. I refer to video material in this
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State and the effect that the distribution of that
material has had and will continue to have on the
community unless some action is taken. I hope
sufficient members in this House have seen the
sort of material I am referring to and have formed
an opinion on it.

The Minister for Education and the Minister
for Minerals and Energy defended, in some re-
spects. the existence of "X"-rated material in this
State. However, the Premier held a personal poll
on the matter and Finally got his way; the Govern-
menit decided to outlaw "X"-rated videos.

I do not wish to be critical of the way in which
the Government arrived at its decision because it
arrived finally at the correct one-the Govern-
ment banned this material. It is interesting to note
that every other State in the nation has banned
"X"-rated material. The only place in the nation
where material such as this exists is in Canberra
where the Government pleaded with the States to
give them the right to determine the situation with
respect to video material.

It is clear that the majority of people in
Australia have no confidence in the Film censor-
ship set-up in Canberra, and that is demonstrated
by the fact that every State of this nation has said
that "sX"-rated material is not available for distri-
bution.

The reason that conclusion was reached was
that the material did nothing to uplift society. All
the arguments put forward by people who said
they believed they should have right of access to
whatever they wished to see, regardless of whether
it represented any potential damage to young
people, have been overruled.

However, the question of video material has not
been resolved, because a proposal has been put
forward to adopt an "XR"--classification which
would enable material which normally would at-
tract an 'X"-classification-al though it contains
explicit sex material and does not contain viol-
ence-to be allowed to circulate. As far as I am
concerned that falls into the same category as
"X"-rated material. I will go so far as to say that
material which falls within the "R." classification,
and which is freely available in our community, is
material which simply goes beyond the pale. The
pa rticular "R"--rated video which I invited mem-
bers of this Chamber and members of the Press
Gallery to view-all of whom said the material
was offensive and should not be distributed-is
still available in the community, because it is
circulated under the "R"-classification.

That "R"-classification is so wide that at one
end there is a family movie like Smokcy and the
Bandit and at the other end there is the Film which

I showed to members of this House and which
they to a man found objectionable. We live in a
community in which people expect legislators to
adopt standards applicable to the society. It is
because we have an obligation to the community
in that respect that I believe we should not ban
this newspaper because there is nothing in it that
would require it to be banned, but we should not
give it our blessing because it will do nothing to
uplift people in our society. 1 support the motion.

Question put and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Dradshaw
Mr Cash
Mr Clarko
M r Court
Mr Crane
Mr Crayden
Mr Peter Jones

Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Burkett
Mr Carr
M r Davies
Mrs Henderson
Mr Hodge
Mr Hughes

Ayes
Mr Old
Mr Hassell
Mr Tubby
Mr McNee
Mr Trethowan
Mr Mensaros
M rCoyne

Ayes 16
Mr Laurane
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Rushton
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Noes 22
Mr Jamieson
Mr Tom Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Taylor
Mr Troy
Mr Wilson
Mr Gordon Hill

Pairs
Noes

Mrs Watkins
Mr Tonkin
Mr Read
Mr Grill
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Evans
Mr Bateman

(Teller)

(Teller)

Question thus negatived.

Motion defeated.

HORTICULTURE: WJNEGROWING
INDUSTRY

Select Committee: Motion

MR TROY (Mundaring) 18.54 p.m.]. I move-

That in the opinion of the House a Select
Committee be formed to examine, report and
make recommendations regarding-

(i) the current level of financial diffi-
culty facing grape growers in West-
ern Australia;

(ii) the effect of Commonwealth tax-
ation measures on wine producers;
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(iii) the impact of the increased import-
ation of wine on the Western
Australian industry;.

(iv) the need for an effective advisory
Organisation and representative
body for the viticulture industry in
Western Australia;

(v) the findings of the present national
inquiry, with Particular regard to
the family based industries
operating within this State.

I believe I should provide some explanation of the
unusual opening words to my motion, "in the
opinion of the House". I have presented the mo-
tion deliberately in that form recognising two sig-
nificant facts which will have some bearing on the
actual operational date of the Select Committee.
The first is the extent of the proposed Select Com-
mittee's activities, bearing in mind a national in-
quiry is presently operating and covering all those
areas which this Select Committee will examine
and more, and the obvious need as a result of that
to avoid unnecessary duplication and costs.

The second point relates to the present seasonal
position of the industry, which is currently at its
peak and unable to respond readily to the Select
Committee's request for input. I have therefore
deliberately left the question of the actual date of
formation of the committee to the discretion of the
House with the intention of moving in that respect
following this debate.

One's mind turns to the bipartisan support for
this industry when one looks back over the history
of the wine and grape industry and the issues
which have arisen in the last two years. Having
studied closely the contents of the motion moved
by the Leader of the Opposition subsequent to
mine, I note it differs in only two respects; the first
is the actual establishment time and the second is
its restriction to a more narrow base of the wine
industry only. Given the strong bipartisan support
of this House in opposing the wine tax imposed in
the last Federal Budget, I am reasonably confident
that the same level of support will arise again for
what is a very important industry in this State,
particularly for those families involved directly
and indirectly.

One could ask the question: Why have a State
inquiry when a Federal inquiry is under way?
That is a logical question. Let us quickly examine
the terms of reference of the national inquiry be-
fore drawing a conclusion. The terms of reference
were set out in a media release by the Minister for
Primary Industry (Mr John Kerin) on 10
September last year when he announced the in-
quiry. They are as follows-

1. Recognising the short, medium and long
term implications for the viticultural and
wine and brandy and dried vine fruits
industries of

developments in international trade
and in the domestic rural policies of
our traditional and potential trading
partners
developments in the macro econ-
omic and structural chracteristics of
the Australian economy
domestic policies including assist-
ance in all forms to other sectors Of
the community
changes in technology in production
and processing and the stimulating
effect of these changes on ad-
justment
developments in the domestic mar-
ket including changing tastes, the
demand for quality and the struc-
ture of the market.

To review the structure of, and identify
the major policy issues relating to. the
Australian grape-growing, wine and
brandy industries, taking into account in
particular
(a) the regional characteristics and

technical and economic efficiency of
grape production; varietal require-
ments to meet markets and present
supply capability; factors inhibiting
regional adjustment

(b) connections between the grape-
growing, wine, brandy, dried vine
fruits, table grapes, grape juice,
grape concentrate, and spirits indus-
tries; other major inter-industry re-
lationships

(c) processing and distribution arrange-
ments in Australia for grapes, wine,
brandy and other specified grape
products

(d) government measures affecting
grape, wine and brandy production,
producers' incomes, and rural ad-
justment; taxation issues; grape
pricing arrangements, and other
government charges and regulations

(e) recent changes in the market for
wine, other grape products and
grapes and short, medium and long
term prospects.

2. To make recommendations on any mat-
ters relevant to the enquiry with the
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objective of facilitating improvement in
the efficiency and competitive ability of
the industries under review, within a
program of implementation which avoids
undue disruption to those involved in the
adjustment process.

In that same media release, John Kerin, the Fed-
eral Minister, summarised those changes as being:
Firstly, a review of the structure of the grape
production industry; secondly, the need to
identify the major policy issues of concern to
those industries; and thirdly, making
recommendations on ways in which the efficiency
and competitive ability of those industries can be
improved.

The national committee was asked to report to
the Federal Minister early in 1985 and, as some
members of this House know, the committee's visit
to Western Australia was completed in November
of last year and submissions from the representa-
tive groups, including this Government, have gone
forward at this stage.

At the time of the formation of that committee,
some expressions of disappointment were made by
people in this State, from both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum, that Western Australia did not have
a representative on the four-man specialist group.
However, I think with hindsight one can hardly
question the qualifications of that specialist and
non-sectional combination,

Why a local Select Committee? A strong argu-
ment can be raised in support of a local Select
Committee on a number of grounds. The first of
these is the recognition that the absence of a
Western Australian member on that Federal panel
may have denied the opportunity of a full
appreciation of the Western Australian position
and the unique circumstances that apply in this
State. Of course, one would advance the tourism
industry as a classic example.

The second argument for support of a local
Select Committee is that the inquiry's terms of
reference require that special attention be given to
regional impacts. It is necessary for this State to
quickly review the findings of the national inquiry
so that a rapid response can be made in the event
of either the acceptable or unacceptable aspects of
those findings. That is important considering the
present insecure position of the various industry
sectors. They will all want to know what is this
Parliament's position and will naturally expect a
timely response.

By establishing the Select Committee at this
early stage, preliminary work can be undertaken
leading to the immediate consideration of the
national inquiry's findings when they are avail-
able.

I now turn my attention to the particular areas
of concern listed under the proposed terms of ref-
erence.

The first of those concerns is the
interdependencies of different sectors. Despite
some opinions to the contrary, there is a high level
of interaction and dependency between the wine,
table grape, and dried fruit industries. Any con-
sideration of the financial position of a single in-
dustry group is really not complete without exam-
ination of the total scene.

I will provide some past examples of that. When
demand for sultanas as a dried fruit fell in recent
years, the Murray River and Victorian producers
immediately responded by applying chemical
treatment to the normal, average-sized berry and
caused a major increase in fruit size. That fruit is
now sold as a table grape known as the
"Thompson Seedless" and is challenging strongly
for a position in the traditional Western
Australian table grape export scene.

Acreages under cultivation of this type are
substantial. There is not the delay normally
associated with new varieties, and there is a strong
buyer interest in the seedless type. Another
example is that the wine industry absorbs very
little muscat grape leaving almost a flood
inundating the table grape scene. Those two
examples illustrate the interdependency between
the two sectors. I am sure the Opposition would
recognise the way these terms of reference have
been structured and widened somewhat for that
reason.

Industry restructuring associated with new
varieties and new technology in vineyard operation
causes major financial stress, particularly when
economic returns are not forthcoming on new
plantings until the fourth or fifth year. Few in this
House would question the right for the viticulture
industry to enjoy the same rural adjustment pro-
visions that exist elsewhere if long-term potential
is good.-

There can be no questions, either, that in the
dried fruits, such as currants, varietal wines or
table-grape scene, significant potential remains for
industry growth to satisfy changing consumer de-
mands. There is an excellent change for
substantial industry growth to satisfy the chance
in consumer demand in each of those three areas.
Any financial consideration must therefore take
into account the full industry spectrum. That is
substantiated by the terms of reference which
were applied in the national inquiry.

Within the wine scene and looking at the
Financial aspects, I can say also that the examin-

123



124 [ASSEMBLY]

ation of the financial position of various
winemakers can vary due to such factors as,
firstly, their product's position in the price spec-
trum against their capacity to absorb further cost
rises and, secondly, the financial backing the oper-
ation can command with that having particular
relevance to family-based operators. There is
little doubt that the major producers have far
more ability to withstand a price war.

What will the national inquiry's findings be and
will they be acceptable to this Parliament and to
this Government for Western Australia? We cer-
tainly need to have the situation fully understood
at that stage or shortly thereafter.

In considering the second area, the effect of
Commonwealth taxation measures, the past two
years have seen two dlestabilising developments in
the wine industry. Firstly, the wine excise levy was
imposed. It had a selectively damaging impact on
fortified wine until its removal in the last Federal
Budget. I must say that it was removed only after
some pretty strong representations were made by
this State. The second destabilising development
was the introduction of the latest unsatisfactory
wine tax. However, historically, the last two years
are not unique. A whole host of various taxation
applications over the past 12 years have all had a
degree of dlestabilising impacts on the industry.
The proposed Select Committee can have some
real impact, I believe, in preventing a continuation
of that process.

A range of taxation alternatives have been ad-
vanced from a number of sources within this
State. They have generally been based on litreage,
the grape crushing fee, or the exemption stratas
based on production volumes. All have been put
forward with a common link that they recognise
the present impost of high quality varietal lines
occupying the middle and up-market position of
the wine industry; in other words, those lines de-
scribed as the boutique lines. Furthermore, they
remove the incentive for producers to survive in
the low volume, family-based scene; that is, pro-
ducers who strive for innovation and perfection
which I believe are the characteristics of the ma-
jority of Western Australian winemakers.

Let us consider the alternative beverage tax ar-
gument. One cannot be other than astounded to
hear advocates of a wine tax suggest that a 10 per
cent wine tax was valid because beer has a heavy
tax associated with it and cool drinks have a 20
per cent tax applying to them. I wonder how many
of those advocates acknowledge the difference be-
tween beer and cool-drink production, and wine.
The two beverages are, in comparison to wine,
essentially low in labour input, water and chemical
based, immediately volume responsive to demand,

do not require storage over long periods, and are
immune from the variations particularly to pri-
mary production of seasonal and weather con-
ditions. On top of that, wine is disadvantaged by
the removal of stock-holding exemptions that pre-
vioiusly existed under section 31A of the Income
Tax Assessment Act.

Of course, the full impact of the removal of
section 31A was not realised until the recent tax
was invoked. On top of that, this year we had a
request from the Taxation Department that
growers acting as casual employers should under-
take the role of the tax collector. I know that it is
not being selective in that particular area, but it
does highlight another difficult imposition in the
general tax scene that has been put on the grape
and wine industries.

I believe members w~ill appreciate details of the
Commonwealth taxation measures on wine pro-
ducers in Western Australia when they are
brought down by the proposed Select Committee.

The third area is the importation of wines, and
again the terms of reference I have proposed are a
little wider than the Leader of the Opposition's
proposed motion because they are looking at the
importation of wine not only on the international
scene, but also on the local scene.

Firstly, let us look at the interstate trade. We
are all conscious that there are some constitutional
difficulties so far as the interstate trade is con-
cerned. I believe there is significant room for con-
sideration and it is essential that an accurate pic-
ture exists on the extent of that impact. I have
little doubt that it does exist and people need only
walk through their local wine shop to see clear
evidence of that impact.

International imports have different impli-
cations and again we need to examine those im-
pacts and the position that could be occupied with-
out the existence of a wine tax in the national
scene. It is my understanding that if we do not
have a local wine tax special provisions could ap-
ply to any import of goods.

The next area which I believe should be covered
in the terms of reference is that of an effective
advisory body. The history of the wine and grape
industry over time, and in more recent years, re-
veals that there are certain power-based groups
wishing to hold onto the advantaged positions they
occupy at the moment and to seek to establish a
more influential position for themselves. I
mentioned earlier the various sector groups in the
viticultural industry. When one includes not only
importers and superimposed representative groups
of large-volume producers and small-volume pro-
ducers, but also those that are numerically far
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greater in membership into a voluntary statutory
body, then the outcome is as we have experi-
enced-a real shambles.

The Federal and State Governments recognise
the need to overcome this unsatisfactory situation.
The proposed Select Committee will have a sig-
nificant input on future decisions in this matter. I
do not believe that I need to detail that the last
two Federal Budget decisions largely resulted
from the lack of balanced representation at a
national level. The continuation of that situati on
and the special position of Western Australia,
which has a low-volume production, but a high
participant level, must be recognised.

In making a brief comparison with the Leader
of the Opposition's motion, I believe a close exam-
ination of his Notice of Motion reveals that all his
points are covered by the broader motion I have
put forward. For example, paragraphs (1) (a) to
(d) in his motion in effect, refer to importation
and dumping problems, the Western Australian
disadvantage in relation to the Eastern States, and
the implications of the general agreement on trade
and tariffs. Those matters are adequately covered
by paragraph (iii) of my motion.

The last two parts of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition's Notice of Motion refer to taxation, the
imposition of various taxes on the industry and, in
particular, section 31 A which are adequately
covered in paragraph (ii) of my motion.

In view of that I make no further comment on
that comparison other than to say that I do expect
bipartisan support to continue regarding the West-
ern Australian wine and grape industry.

In conclusion it is appropriate to acknowledge
the strong support that has come from the Burke
Government on this matter and I am confident
that it will continue in the future. This support has
been evident from the time of the 1983-84 Budget
with the wine cxcise issue through to the 1984-85
Budget with the wine tax issue, the national in-
quiry panel composition, and the advisory organis-
ation composition. Those matters have all been
vigorously pursued by the Premier, the Deputy
Premier, the Minister for Agriculture, and the
Opposition as well. I do not detract from the Op-
position's efforts.

In commending the motion to the House I am
confident that the support from both sides of the
House will be forthcoming.

Mr GORDON HILL: I second the motion.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.16 p.m.]: Firstly may I ex-
tend to the member and to the Government apolo-
gies on behalf of the member for Katanning who is

not present in the Chamber this evening, but who
will be responding at a later date in detail to the
motion moved by the member for Mundaring.

Our comments tonight are directed at
attempting to arrive at some common viewpoint so
that we can get on with the job of appointing a
Select Committee.

Let me say at the outset that it was pleasing to
see at the first day of Parliament for 1985 the
Government adopting what was an Opposition in-
itiative. I do not decry the member for Mundaring
for not mentioning that, but he would be well
aware that on 7 February-12 days ago
today-the Leader of the Opposition held a Press
conference and released a statement urging the
Government to act quickly in this regard and to
appoint a parliamentary Select Committee to
carry out the objectives.

Mr Troy: I have been representing this matter
for longer than that.

Mr MacKINNON: I may be wrong, but I have
not seen one public comment by the member for
Mundaring in that regard. I do not deny his
interest in the industry; all I am saying is that I
commend the Government for taking up an initiat-
ive that was put forward by the Opposition.

Ibelieve the motions are both heading in the
same direction and if we combine the two I am
sure we will arrive at the best possible terms of
reference to achieve the objective that is desired. I
hasten to add for the information of the member
for Mundaring that I am not trying to score cheap
political points because I did not draft the motion
in the First place. I have not consulted with the
member for Katanning about the matter and the
ideas that I have are my own. He may, at a later
time, care to contradict me.

However, I am sure my comments will give the
House the basis for discussion before it reaches a
decision to appoint a committee which I hope, as I
have already indicated, will be soon.

The member commented on paragraph (i) of his
motion which states that the current level of
financial difficulty facing grapegrowers in West-
ern Australia should be examined. There is no
doubt that that should be the primary task of the
committee and we would support that term of
reference. This applies also to the second para-
graph referring to the effect of Commonwealth
taxation measures on wine producers.

I suggest that the third paragraph should in-
clude item (1 )(e) from the Leader of the Oppo-
sition's motion.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would like to point
out something. I appreciate what the member for
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Murdoch is doing, but I wish to draw his attention
to the Standing Order which precludes him from
discussing another motion which is on the Notice
Paper at this time. I wonder if he could go about
this in a slightly different way.

Mr Watt: The mover of the original motion
suggested they may be married together.

The CHAIRMAN: I accept that, and I was
going to draw to the attention of the member for
Mundaring that he was not able to discuss the
other motion, but his remarks were so brief on that
point that I decided not to do so. I want to draw
the member for Murdoch's attention to the Stand-
ing Order and advise him that he can do exactly
what he is doing if he goes about it in a different
way.

Mr MacKINNON: It is our intention to move
these amendments to the motion in due course.
Hopefully we shall be able to arrive at agreement
to do so. We hope the amended motion will read
as follows-

The effect of the repeal of section 31A of
the Income Tax Act on the industry.

The member himself mentioned that section. It
has had a great impact on the industry and rather
than just look at the broad term of reference of the
effect of Commonwealth taxation measures on
wine producers-both past taxation measures and
potential measures-we should look at the effects
of that section which has had a particularly severe
impact on the industry.

The fourth term of reference should read-
The impact on the industry of the apparent

dumping of European wines in Western
Australia.

I understand the point of view of the member for
Mundaring in wording his motion particularly to
include the impact of the increased importation of
wine on the Western Australian industry. In an
inquiry such as this we should isolate the two
impacts of imported wine; firstly, the interstate
wine and its effect and secondly, the wine
imported from overseas.

Sixthly this term of reference is not covered by
the member for Mundaring's motion and is
covered by (I) (c) of the Leader of the 0 ppo-
sition's motion which we shall move to include. It
reads-

The apparent lack of activity by the Com-
monwealth in not applying countervailing du-
ties as provided for in the General Agreement
on Trade and tTariffs.

Mr Blaikie: That is a very important matter to
be considered.

Mr MacKINNON: I think it is also and that it
should be considered by the committee. I do not
want the member for Mundaring to think we are
being pedantic about this. We are trying to arrive
at exact terms of reference because the work of
committees is guided directly by their terms of
reference. Therefore, we should take time to en-
sure the terms of reference are right if we want the
result to be accurate. I am sure members on both
sides want that to be the case.

The final clause of the member's motion is item
(iv) and we agree with that. If we look at the
amended motion we would also have to get to the
position of considering the need for an effective
advisory organisation. We need to consider the
wording and whether we should look at the most
appropriate organisation currently in existence or
whether we should form a new advisory organis-
ation. The second point to be taken into account,
which is not included by the member, is what
should he included in the motion to indicate the
most appropriate ways in which the State Govern-
ment can support its activities. In other words,
how can the State Government support such an
organisation? It is appropriate for the committee
to examine ways and means and to make
recommendations to the Government. Whichever
party is in power the Government of the day will
have the knowledge of and can benefit from the
work of the committee.

The member for Mundaring has adequately
covered the aspects and specific comments relat-

I ng to the clauses of the motion. I have indicated
the areas we should look at to improve the motion,
and hopefully in due course we can arrive at some
common point after the member for Katanning-
Roe and the member for Vasse have contributed
to the debate.

The final point relates to the findings of the
national inquiry. They should be released in the
near future and I indicate to the member for
Mundaring that I recently wrote to the Federal
Minister (Mr Kerin) asking whether he would
make sure that the findings and recommendations
of the national inquiry are made public. I am
extremely disappointed to say that I received a
non-committal reply which stated that he had
noted my comments and would take them into
account. It did not say that the final report,
recommendations or submissions would be made
public. It would be tragic if that did not eventuate.
It is an important inquiry from the industry's
point of view which should be designed to stimu-
late the maximum amount of discussion if it is to
have any value. I ask for the member's support in
approaches to the Federal Government because
my approach has been unsuccessful.
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I share with the member for Mundaring his
disappointment that Western Australia does not
have a representative on this Federal inquiry. The
industry in Western Australia is extremely active,
as the member for Mundaring and the member for
Vasse are aware. Other members who represent
areas occupied by wine and grapegrowers involved
in this industry are aware of its long history in this
State and its increasing importance in the tourist
industry. The outcome of the committee's inquiry
will in all probability have an east-coast bias and
that is not acceptable. That is why we believe this
Select Committee is important and should be es-

tablished at the earliest possible time. It is not our
wish to delay the establishment of the committee
but we would appreciate it if the debate could be
adjourned tonight to allow us to examine in
further detail the comments of the member. We
should like to return after a week or so's consider-
ation and hope to arrive at agreement so that the
committee can proceed with making inquiries,
findings and recommendations which will be in the
best interests of this flourishing industry, for the
benefit of our State.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Blaikie.
House adjourned at 9.27 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Profe~ssional and Non-professional: Number

2142. Mr MacKINNON, to the Deputy
Premier:

When can I expect an answer to question
1952 of 27 November 1984, concerning
the number to be employed in pro-
fessional and non-professional services?

Mr BRYCE replied:

By now the member will undoubtedly
have received my letter of I8 February,
1985. providing the information sought
in question 1952.

CR I ME: COSTIGAN ROYAL COM MISSION
Suspects: W~estern Australia

2165. Mr MI7NSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) flow many cases involving prime sus-

peets resident in Western Australia were
investigated, or referred to, by the
Costigan Royal Commission during its
term of commission?

(2) How many cases involving prime sus-
pects resident in Western Australia are
being investigated by the National
Crimes Authority?

Mr GRILIL replied:

(1) There are no known prime suspects
investigated in relation to possible
breaches of State criminal jurisdiction.

(2) By inter-governmntnal arrangement the
release of information relating to refer-
ences being investigated by the National
Crimes Authority is only to be made by
the Chairman of that authority.

BLISIN\I.SSES: COMPANIES AND
SI:CL RITILS CODE
Natrional: Amcndtnems

2166. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(I ) Has the Ministerial Council on

Companies and Securities formally
agreed to certain amendments to the
National Companies and Securities
Code, and changes in policies of the
National Companies Securities Code,
other than interest provisions, for the
purpose of alleviating additional costs for
charitable projects like homes for the
aged?

(2) If so. are there statutory amendments
required to the ('ode?

(3) W\hen will these amendments be
introduced-
(a) in Slate ParI i'tmenat:

(b) to his best knowledge, in the Com-
monwealth Parliament?

Mr GRILL replied:

(I) The Government is taking the initiative
by regulation to relieve charitable organ-
isations which promote retirement vil-
lages from the more onerous "prescribed
interest" provisions of the legislation.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

TAXES AND CHARGES: LAND TAX
Budget Subconmmit tee: Review

2167. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Budget
Management:
(1) Has the review by Cabinet's Budget sub-

committee labelled as "top level" by the
Government. concluded its deliberations
on land tax?

(2) If so, what are the sub-committee's
reconi mendat ions?

(3) Is the Government going to introduce
legislation aiming to reduce land tax
payable on outdated progressive scales
and unrealistic valuations?

(4) Will consideration be given to reduce or
eliminate land tax on properties occupied
by non-profit making entities such as
clubs?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to (4) The Government will introduce
amendments to land tax provisions in the
current session of Parliament. These
questions will more appropriately be
dealt with at that time.

FISHERIES: PROFESSIONAL FISHERMEN
Policing: Instruction

2175. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Fisheries
and Wildlife:
(1) Was an instruction recently issued to the

Albany office of the Fisheries Depart-
meat advising officers, in effect, to con-
centrate on policing professional
fishermen and not to be too concerned
about amateurs'!

(2) Was a similar instruction issued to anmy
other regional office?

(3) What was the reason for the instruction?
(4) Would he make a copy of the instruction

available to me?
Mr EVANS replied:
(I) and (2) No.
(3) and (4) Not applicable.
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PLANNING: LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Ministerial Directions: Refusal

2176. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Planning:
Have there been instances where a Min-
ister has dismissed a local authority
under section I8 (1) of the Town Plan-
ning and Development Act on the
grounds that the local authority refuses
to carry out a Ministerial direction to
modify a district planning scheme in
compliance with the Minister's direc-
tion?

Mr PEARCE replied:

No, section 18(l) does not provide for
such dismissal.

EDUCATION: SWIMMING CLASSES
Year I Students

2177. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Education:
For what reasons are Grade I students
not permitted to join organised school
swimming classes in the First term of
each year?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Grade I students have been found to re-
quire at least a term to develop social
skills associated with group behaviour.
For this reason it is considered to be
more beneficial for the children in Grade
I to have as few disruptions to their
timetable as possible in term 1.
Once this group behaviour has been es-
tablished and small tasks such as chang-
ing clothes and tying shoelaces have been
learnt the child is more equipped to at-
tend and benefit from swimming lessons
in terms 2 and 3.
In fact schools with access to indoor
heated pools are encouraged to take the
Grade 1 students to swimming classes
during second term when pools are less
crowded and more conducive to the de-
velopment of a calm, trauma-free en-
vironment which is necessary when
introducing children to the aquatic me-
dium.

CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS: MEALS
ON WHEELS

Stirling: Kitchen Extensions
2178. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Health:

(I1) Is he aware of a recent application by the
City of Stirling under the States Grants
(Home Care) Act for the funding of cx-

(5)

tensions to the city's Meals on Wheels
kitchen?

(2) Why did he not recommend the proposed
City of Stirling Meals on Wheels kitchen
extensions when he forwarded his most
recent priority list for Commonwealth
funding in 1984-85 under the States
Grants (Home Care) Act?

Mr HODGE replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) The application from the City of Stirling

for Meals on Wheels' kitchen extensions
was referred to the Commonwealth De-
partment of Social Security for clarifi-
cation of the eligibility of this project for
funding under the terms of the States
Grants (Home Care) Act.
Since the Commonwealth failed to pro-
vide this information prior to the deter-
mination of the 1984-85 Budget, this
project could not be recommended for
funding for the current financial year.
Discussions will be pursued with the
Commonwealth regarding this project
under the new Homne Community Care
Programme.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Coolbinia: Insulation

2179. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is he aware of the concern expressed by

parents of students about the effect on
young students of the lack of adequate
insulation to classrooms at Coolbirtia pri-
mary school?

(2) What action does he propose to take to
alleviate the lack of adequate insulation
at Coolbinia primary school?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) An officer of the Buildings Branch will

investigate the concern.

COMM UN ICATIONS:
"BLITZ" NEWSPAPER

Financial Assistance: Application
2180. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) Would he provide me with the specific

details of the application for finance to
fund the newspaper Blitz?

(2) (a) Was Technical and Further Edu-
cation involved in approving the ap-
plicat ion;

(b,) if so, on what basis?
(3) What amount was allocated and on what

basis?
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(4) What supervision of the project, if any,
was undertaken?

(5) (a) Has any request been made, or
foreshadowed, for further funds
which would finance a monthly
edition of Blitz in 1985;

(b) If "Yes", how much money is
sought?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The Youth Affairs Council of WA made
application for TAFE PEP project
funding.

(2) (a) Yes.
(b) This was one of 30 special projects

approved to support International
Youth Year.

(3) $12463 was allocated to establish a
Youth newsletter during I YY.

(4) It was a student project under the super-
vision of the Youth Affairs Council of
WA.

(5) No.

POLICE: RECRUITS
Training Courses: Intake

2181. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services:
(1) What police recruit training courses are

planned for 1985?
(2) (a) Is a double intake oF recruits

planned for July 1985;
(b) if "Yes", how many recruits would

be in such a double intake?
Mr CARR replied:

(1) On 25 February 1985, a recruit training
course comprising 8I members, will
commence.
Any further recruit training courses dur-
ing the second half of 1985 will be de-
pendent upon the 1985-86 budget.

(2) Answered by (1).

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Tertiary Institutions Governance Committee:

Report
2182. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) When does he expect to receive the re-

port of the Committee of Inquiry into
the Structure of Governing Bodies of
Western Australian Tertiary Insti-
tutions?

(2) Has the report been delayed and, if so,
for what reason?

(3) When does he expect to make the report
public?

(4) When does he expect to announce the
Government's response to the report?

(5) When does he anticipate that legislative
action conscquent on the report, if any,
would come before Parliament?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) to (5) 1 have extended the time available

for the inquiry at the Committee's
request in view of the number of sub-
missions received and the range of views
expressed. The Committee hopes to
present its report by April and I intend
to make the report available for dis-
cussion shortly afterwards. The Govern-
ment will make a decision as to any
legislative changes required at an appro-
priate time, after studying the Com-
mittee's recommendations and the re-
sponses received.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
Money Market Dealers Forum: Membership

2183. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Premier:
Is it fact that the Western Australian
Development Corporation was refused
membership of the Money Market
Dealers Forum when it applied some
weeks ago?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
No.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
Government Cash Balances

2184. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Premier:
By what amount in dollars does he be-
lieve the income on the Government's
cash balances will be increased in 1985-
86 by reason of the operation being
handled by the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation over its being
handled by the Treasury?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Treasury will receive market interest
rates for the funds it deposits with the
Western Australian Development Cor-
poration. Marginal increases in earnings
from the WA DC's subsequent invest-
ment of these funds in the professional
market will accrue to the State Govern-
ment through dividends and taxes paid
by the WADC.

2185 to 2187. Postponed.
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: DIRECTOR
Staff. Cost

2188. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
What will be the total cost per annum of
the employment of Lesley Maher and
her staff of seven under the Equal Op-
portunity Act, including office accom-
modation, secretarial and other services?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

These matters have not been finalised.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY: DIRECTOR
Appointment: Recommendation

2189. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Who appointed Lesley Maher to her

$45 000-a-year job in relation to dis-
crimination in the State Public Service?

(2) Who recommended the appointment?
(3) Who were the members of the panel or

group which considered applications?
(4) Did Mr D'Arcy Farrell make any rep-

resentation to him, to the person making
the appointment, or to the selection
panel or group, in support or in favour of
Lesley Maher's appointment?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) Ms Maher's appointment was
recommended by the Public Service
Board and will take effect when the Bill
is proclaimed.

(3) The interviewing Board was established
under PSB auspices and consisted of Mr
Mv. Beeson, General Manager of the
Public Service Board; Ms Brenda Brush,
Ministerial Officer, Department of the
Premier and Cabinet; and Ms Carmel
Niland. President of the NSW Anti-Dis-
crimination Board.

(4) No.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION
Short-term Money Market: Fees

2190. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) What fee is to be charged by the West-

ern Australian Development Corpor-
ation for its operations on behalf of the
Government in the short-term money
market?

(2) What is the estimated annual return to
the Western Australian Development
Corporation from charging the fee?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I ) and (2) No fee is being charged.

TOURISM
"Shannon River Horseback Adventure" Future

2191. Mr OLD, to the Minister for the
Environment:

In view of the popularity of "Shannon
River Horseback Adventure" and the
contribution it makes to tourism, will he
advise his intentions regarding the future
of this project?

Mr DAVIES replied:

Joint discussions are continuing to estab-
lish how this enterprise can be dovetailed
in with the other important aspects of
future park management.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES:
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Graduates: Intake
2192. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:

What was the intake number of new
graduate engineers, architects and new
graduates of other disciplines into
Government departments and
instrumentalities during the early
months in 1981, 1983 and 1985?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The information required will take some
time to collate and the member will be
advised in writing.

COMMUNITY SERVICES:
COMMONWEALTH BENEFITS

Bank Payments: Representations
2193. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:

(1)

(2)
(3)
Mr

Has he, or is he going to make represen-
tation to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to review and revoke the
proposition to pay Commonwealth social
benefits, particularly old age and invalid
pensions, into bank accounts only?
If so, what was the result?
If not, why not?

BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to (3) The Commonwealth proposal in-
volves direct payment of pension cheques
into financial institutions as well as Bank
Accounts. In response to the new pay-
ment system, the State Government will
exempt pension cheques paid directly
into accounts from Financial Institutions
Duty, thus foregoing more than
$150 000 in revenue to ensure that pen-
sions are not disadvantaged.

131



132 [ASSEMBLY]

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN: STAFF
Advisers: Terms of Employment

2194. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
(I) Are there any Government or Minis-

terial "advisers" or consultants, or what-
ever expression is used for the same con-
cept, who are not renurnerated under
conditions of contract written under the
provisions of the Public Service Act, and
who are not receiving their remuneration
personally (but fo r example their
company or trust is being remunerated),
in regular periods (such as fornightly)
with PAVE tax deducted from their
pay?

(2) If so, will he please name these cases and
give details of the instances and of con-
ditions of remuneration?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) If the member has specific con-cerns, I will give consideration for the
matter to be examined, but I am not
otherwise prepared to direct resources to
supply this information.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Statutory Responsibilities: Publication

2195. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
Now that it is nearly two months since
his latest Ministry has been sworn in,
when can it be anticipated that the list of
Ministers' responsibilities for Statutes
and departments and other Government
agencies will be-
(a) gazetted; and
(b) printed in the customary small

booklet form?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(a) The information is in its final stages of
preparation and it is expected to be
gazetted next week.

(b) Following gazettal the booklets will be
printed.

2196 and 2197. Postponed-

SUPERANNUATION: INDEXED BENEFITS
Contributors' Funds

2198. Mr MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:
To what extent are contributors funds
(Indexation Account) used for paying
out indexed superannuation ben-
efits/pensions to recipients since the
coming into operation of the Amending
Act No. 30 of 1984, in particular-
(a) is the difference between the base

superannuation amount as at the

day the recipient's retirement
(assuming this occurred prior to
coming into operation of Act No. 30
of 1984) and the indexed one (the
amount the superannuee actually
receives) of today being paid from
contributors funds; or

(b) is the difference between the
superannuation entitlement, already
indexed up to that date, as at the
day of coming into operation of Act
No. 30 of 1984 and the fully
indexed one at the payment day
presently being only funded from
contributors funds?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

In answering this question, I must first
explain that contributors' funds are not
bieing used to meet the cost of pension
indexation.
The funds to be used for this purpose
consist of-
(a) interest earned on the capital value

of the Indexation Account, that is,
the 30 June 1983 surplus of $81.1
million, and

(b) any further surpluses disclosed an-
nually after that date.

The funds from the Indexation Account
will be applied to meet as much of the
accumulated cost of pension indexation
as is possible. Where this cost exceeds
the amount available, the balance is to
be paid out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund in accordance with the 1984
amending legislation.

PARLIAMENT: PARLIAMENT WEEK
Mfinister's Comments

2199. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) Is it a fact that during a radio interview

he stated that Parliament Week is too
important to be handled by politicians?

(2) If so, did he mean that in his view, mem-
bers of Parliament on the Government
side do not have the ability to deal with
matters related to Parliament?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) and (2) it would appear from the tenor
of this question that the member seeks to
re-introduce the sniping and dog fights
which the Opposition indulged in last
year. Parliament Week is too important
for this to occur as a large measure of
public participation in Parliament Week
is desirable and such sniping probably
considerably reduces such participation.
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The Presiding Officers of each House
have in the past indicated their support
for Parliament Week and therefore the
same high level of consultation which oc-
curred within Parliament Week between
the Presiding Officers and the Parlia-
ment Week Task Force in 1984 is con-
sidered appropriate for Parliament Week
in 1985.
Cannot the member just for once put the
needs of the people above his own need
for petty squabbling?

WORKS
Polyurethane-cored Wall Panels

2200. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has he been advised about the very high

fire danger of polyurethane-cored wall
panels?

(2) Are such panels still specified to be used
in public works, particularly in the
country, especially in projects involving
Aboriginal housing, which have been
executed for the Commonwealth
Government?

(3) What is the Government's policy relating
to the use of polyurethane-cored wall
panels, particularly as far as information
about its use?

Mr
(1)

MOIVER replied:
Yes, however a very high fire danger
only exists if the polyurethane foam core
is directly exposed to flame.

(2) (a) Yes, panels are still specified in
Public Works projects.

(b) Situation regarding Aboriginal
housing projects should be referred
to the Hon. Minister for Housing,
Youth and Community Services
with special responsibility for Abor-
iginal Affairs.

(3) (a) Polyurethane-cored wall panels will
be considered for use in projects
where lightweight, transportable or
demountable construction is appro-
priate, and where acoustic isolation
is not required.

(b) Providing that the polyurethane
foam core is sandwiched between
sheets of non-flammable material in
a panel form of construction, no
special information about its use is
necessary.

ENERGY: GAS
Fremantle Gas and Coke Co. Ltd.: Takeover

2201. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

In which way is the Government,
through the State Energy Commission or
any other way, involved in the reported
takeover bid for the Fremantle Gas and
Coke Company Ltd. to safeguard the un-
interrupted supply of gas and the
interests of consumers?

Mr PARKER replied:

Neither the Government nor the State
Energy Commission is involved in any
way in any takeover bids for the
Fremantle Gas and Coke Company Ltd.
My only involvement has been to safe-
guard the uninterrupted supply of gas
and the interests of consumers, and in
respect of certain requests which have
been made of me. In this regard I Table
a Press release dated I I January 1985
which fully explains these matters.

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 451.)

SPORT AND RECREATION: INDOOR
SPORTS CENTRE

Tender Documients: Preparation
2202. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Sport and Recreation:
(1) Who are the professional people who

prepared the documents which were the
basis of inviting tenders for the design
and construction of the $20 million
"State Indoor Sports Centre"?

(2) What professional officers will advise
him in the process of adjudging the suc-
cessful tenderer viz-
(a) are they employed by his Depart-

ment; or
(b,) are they outside consultants and, if

so, what was the process from which
he selected such consultants?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No tenders have been called.
The advertisement that was placed in the
newspaper sought only the registration
of interest from consortia interested in
designing and constructing the State In-
door Sports Centre.

(2) An advisory panel comprising represen-
tatives from the Building Management
Authority, Department for Youth, Sport
and Recreation, Master Builders Associ-
ation, Australian Institute of Architects,
the Steering Committee for the State In-
door Sports Centre and my office.
(a) Not all.
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(b) As above.
Selection followed discussions with
relevant professional and user or-
gan isations.

WORKS: TENDERS
Procuriion

2203. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Concerning his statement about the

Building Management Authority's
"competitiveness", who is presently
deciding the allocation and procuring of
jobs for new public buildings for various
arms of Government, such as depart-
ments and semi-Governmental
instrumentalities?

(2) More particularly, is this decided by the
department/ instrumentality itself or by
the Building Management Authority?

Mr MOIVER replied:

(1) The Building Management Authority
manages the procurement of projects on
the Capital Works Programme on behalf
of client departments, in accordance
with guidelines and procedures deter-
mined by Cabinet.

(2) The Building Management Authority is
not in direct competition with the private
sector on CapitalI Works Projects.
In order to provide a cost-effective ser-
vice to client departments, internal re-
sources are allocated in accordance with
private sector professional fee scales.

WORKS: BUILDING MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

Staffk Termination of Employment
2204. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Works:
(1) Has the offer to Public Works Depart-

ment/Building Management Authority
professional and general officers to be
able to decide before 29 March to leave
the service with severance pay been with-
drawn or does it still stand?

(2) If it still stands, does it apply generally
to everyone mentioned in the original cir-
cular letter or has it become selective?

(3) If it is selective, on which discretional
decision does it depend?

Mr McIVER replied:

(1) Officers may apply for the Selective Vol-
untary Severance and Retirement
Scheme until 31 March, 1985.

(2) Officers who satisfy the criteria for
selection, as published in Public Service

Notices, Volume 7, dated 2 January
1985, may apply.

(3) Criterion I states that participation in
the Scheme will be strictly voluntary but
subject to Public Service Board accept-
ance.

CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT: LEGISLATION

Assent
220$. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:

On what date was the Conservation and
Land Management legisilion given
Royal Assent?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Governor's assent was given on 8
January 1985.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Burrendah: Facilities

2206. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister For
Eiducation:
(I) Has work yet begun on the upgrading of

staff and administration facilities at
Burrendah primary school?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.
(2) The lowest tender price received

exceeded the estimate by more than 40
per cent. Accordingly, the design of the
project is now being reviewed with a view
to making the necessary economies.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: JETTIES
Licences: Fees

2207. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Have jetty licence fees been increased

recently?
(2) if so, what was the reason for the in-

crease?
(3) By how much were the licence fees

increased?
(4) What revenue was received for the year

ended 30 June 1984 from those fees?
(5) What income is it estimated will be

received from those fees for the year
ending 30OJijne 1985?

(6) What income is it estimated will be
received from those fees for the year
ending 30 June 1986?
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Mr GRILL replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
To offset the costs of administering the
provisions of the Jetties Act including
the cost of carrying out annual inspec-
tions of the jetties.

(3) Private Jetties $20 to $50 per annum.
Commercial Jetties $50 to $250 per an-
num.

(4) $23 230.
(5) $42000.
(6) $60000.

FISHERIES: BUOYS
Metropolitan Coast

2208. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Did the Department of Marine and Har-

bours approve the placing of buoys off
the metropolitan coast by amateur or
professional Fishermen?

(2) How many of these buoys were ap-
proved ?

(3) Have any of the buoys broken free from
their moorings?

(4) Arc any design standards set for those
buoys?

(5) For what purpose have the buoys been
put in place?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) No. Some buoys were placed in waters
outside State jurisdiction in waters under
Commonwealth jurisdiction.

(2) None approved by Department of Mar-
ine & Harbours.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) It is understood they were put in place in

connection with game fishing.

HEALTH: OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH,
SAFETY AND WELFARE

Commission: Appointment
2209. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:
(I) Has the Government yet appointed the

Occupational Health, Safety and Wel-
fare Commission?

(2) I f so. when was the commission
appointed?

(3) Who are the members of the com-
mission?

(4) If the commission has yet to be
appointed, when is it anticipated that the
appointments will be made?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.
(4) I am awaiting nominations of the

appointed members from the nominating
bodies and expect that these appoint-
ments will be finalised by I April 1985.

SPORT AND RECREATION: AMERICA'S
CUP

Advisory Committee: Membership
2210. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Does the Minister have an America's

Cup advisory committee?
(2) If so, who are the members of that com-

mittee?
(3) What is this committee's role?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The members are:

Mr Bill Martin (Chairman)
Mr Richard Chandler
Mr Sydney Lodge
Mr Norm Marlborough
Mr Joe Minervini
Mr Clive Nelthorp
Mr Kevin Turtle.

(3) The committee's terms of reference are:
Generally to serve as an advisory
interface between the community
and the Minister responsible for the
America's Cup Office.
Specifically advise the Minister of
the likely effects on. and attitudes
of, people in activities relating to-

tourism,
transport,
hospitality,
media,
fishing,
yachting and boating,
investment,
housing,
trade unions,
employer organizations,
construction,
public services,

brought about by arrangements for
preparations for, and proposed run-
ning of. the events of the Cup in
1986/ 87.
In addition, the committee will ad-
vise the Minister on matters re-
ferred to it by the Minister and on
specific matters which it thinks war-
rant such attention.
To aid in its work, the committee
will be supported by the provision of
secretarial services by the America's
Cup Office.
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LIQUOR: LICENSED PREMISES
Trading Hours: America's Cup

2211. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:

What action, if any, has the Government
taken to ensure that appropriate changes
arc made to the trading hours of licensed
premises to account for the expected in-
flux of visitors into the Fremantle area
during the period leading up to and in-
cluding the America's Cup?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The Government is acutely aware of the
necessity to ensure appropriate changes
are made to trading hours of licensed
premises during the period leading up to
and including the America's Cup, and as
part of its overall strategy in respect to
the Cup is having the matter examined.

ROTTNEST ISLAND: KINGSTON
BARRACKS

Hotel Development: Plans
2212. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Has the Government or the Rottnest

Island Board commissioned architects to
prepare any plans, other than the In-
terim Report released by the Board, for
the development of an hotel or any other
facility on land currently being pur-
chased from the Army on Rottnest
Island?

(2) If so. when were the architects com-
missioned to prepare those plans?

(3) What is the purpose of those plans?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS
Induction Furnace Assembly Unit

2213. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has the State Engineering Works

ordered an induction furnance assembly
unit?

(2) If so, why has the equipment been
ordered?

(3) What will the equipment cost?
(4) What revenue is the equipment expected

to generate for the State Engineering
Works?

Mr MOIVER replied:

(I)
(2)

(3)
(4)

Yes.
This equipment has been ordered to give
the Works Foundry greater flexibility in
the melting of smaller, quantities of
metals. The installation of the new fur-
nace will make the overall operation of
the Foundary more economical.
Approximately $150 000.
SEW cost studies indicate that the
capital investment of the new unit could
be recovered in approximately two years.

PORTS AND H-ARBOURS: MARINA
Rottnest Island: Land Management Report

2214. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Why was a decision made to proceed

with the Rotinest marina development
prior to the Rottnest Land Management
Report being finalised?

(2) When is it anticipated that the report
will be finalised?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I)
(2)

No such decision has been made.
It is hoped that a draft report will be
completed within 14 days.

HOUSING: LAND
Purchases: Ba teman

2215. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What properties has the State Housing

Commission purchased in Bateman since
I July 1984?

(2) What properties were held by the com-
mission in Bateman prior to I July
1984?

(3) For what purposes have the properties
been purchased?

(4) Will the commission be purchasing any
other properties in Bateman?

Mr WILSON replied:

(I) 4 duplex (i.e. 8 units).

(2) Nil.
(3) Rental.
(4) As part of the Commission's overall

housing programme consideration will be
given to purchases in Bateman and other
localities throughout the State, subject
to satisfactory price levels.
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EDUCATION: TECHNICAL AND FURTHER
EDUCATION

College: Fremantle

2216. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is it fact that Merston Constructions Pty

Ltd has been allocated the contract for
the Fremantle Technical College Stage
11 (new two-storey accommuodation)?

(2) What is the value of the contract?
(3) Who are the proprietors of Merston

Constructions Pty Ltd?
(4) What checks, if any, did the Public

Works Department make to ensure that
Merston Constructions have the
financial ability to complete the con-
tract?

Mr McIVER replied:

(1) No. Contract was awarded to Merston
Constructions.

(2) S$130 500.
(3) Merston Nominees Pty. Ltd. trade as

"The Merston Group" and "Merston
Constructions". The Directors are A. W.
and J. G. A. Bennett.

(4) Writs and Summons List, including dis-
cussion with Solicitors;
Allied Building Trades Association
(ABTA) report;
Credit checks with nominated suppliers;
Banker;
Report from private Credit Management
Consultant.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAIN ING: SKILLS
WEST '85

Projects; Funding

2217. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

Will the Minister provide me with a list
of projects that have been funded to date
by the Skills West '85 programme?

Mr PEARCE replied:

The Member will be provided with the
information by letter from the Minister
for Employment and Training, in due
course.

2218. Postponed.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:
EMPLOYMENT STRATEGY FUND

Funds: Allocations
2219. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:
(1) Have any funds been earmarked for ex-

penditure from the Employment Strat-
egy Fund allocation of $6 000 000 for
the year ending 30 June 1985?

(2) If so, what amount has been allocated
and for what purpose?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The Skills West '85 youth
Employment and Training
Initiatives

(b) Rebate on Workers'Compen-
sation payouts by employers
of First year apprentices

(c) Employment of 100 ad-
ditional apprentices in
Government Departments

(d) Aboriginal Employment
Consultancy

3 500 000

1 900 000

500 000
10000

5 970 000

DRAINAGE: RATES
Bunbory: Abolition

2220. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(I) Did he see the recently published

statement in a suburban newspaper that
in a case where a drainage rate was
struck in Bunbury the Government had
later abolished it after pressure from lo-
cal Members?

(2) Is the statement factual and if so-
(a) what were the circumstances of the

Bunbury case;
(b) is there a parallel between details of

the Bunbury case and 'those of the
1983 alteration to the Metropolitan
Water Authority's Declared Drain-
age Area in the Como-Karawara-
Kensington area?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) and (2) There is no parallel; different
circumstances exist between the particu-
lar drainage issues referred to in
Btznbury and the Como-Karawara-
Kensington area.
The drainage rates at Bunbury had been
raised for works to protect against flood-
ing by the Preston River. Precedence for
not charging rates for this type of flood
mitigation work already existed at
Carnarvon and Greenough.
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The rating situation in the Como-
Karawara-Kensington area has been
treated in the same manner as other sec-
tions of the metropolitan area where
main drainage facilities have been
provided by the Metropolitan Water
Authority.

SPORT AND RECREATION: TENNIS
Hensinan Park Tennis Club Inc.: Funding

2221. MrGRAYDEN, to the Minister for Sport
and Recreation:
(I) Has he received a submission from the

Hensman Park Tennis Club Inc. in re-
spect of Department of Youth, Sport and
Recreation grant moneys and, if so, is he
rn a position to advise details of the re-
quirements which must be met if the
club is to be successful in its application
for funds?

(2) As the Hensman Park Tennis Club Inc.
is now investigating the possibility of
changing to a completely synthetic
complex of 17 artificial grass courts, and
as this would make it an all year round
facility able to eater for hire as well as
club tennis and greatly improve facilities
for coaching juniors, is there any form of
Government assistance which the club
could expect in planning such a facility?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes. For their application to be con-
sidered it would need to comply with the
guidelines set down for Community
Sports and Recreation Facilities Funds
G rants Scheme.

(2) The Club has already been advised that
an officer from the Department for
Youth, Sport and Recreation will con-
tact them to offer assistance with the
planning of their project.

DRAINAGE: DECLARED AREA
Coma- Ka ra wa ra - Kenising ton. Objections

2222. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

When notification of the proposed alter-
ation to the Metropolitan Water A uth-
ority's Declared Drainage Area in the
Como- Kara wa ra- Kensington area was
published in the Government Gazette on
25 November 1983, how many
objections to the proposal were received
within the one month period of the publi-
cation of that notice pursuant to section
104 of the Metropolitan Authority Act
1982?

Mr TON KIN replied:

Seven.

PENSIONERS: CONCESSIONS
Working Party: Report

2223. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Youth Affairs and Community Services.

When is it expected that the Government
will complete its consideration of the re-
port and recommendations of the work-
ing party convened in 1983 to examine
concessions and emergency financial aid
for pensioners and other low income
earners?

M r W ILSO N replied:

The Report was considered by Cabinet
and released for public comment.
An analysis of the public response, in
conjunction with the Report, will be sub-
mitted to Cabinet in the near future.

COMMUNITY SERVICES: HOME AND
COMMUNITY CARE

Programme: Commencement
2224. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for

Youth Affairs and Community Services:
(1) Have details of the new Home and Com-

munity Care programme been finalised
and, if not-
(a) what aspects of the scheme have

been approved; and
(b) when is it expected that remaining

details of the programme will be
completed?

(2) When is it anticipated that the new
system will commence in Western
Australia?

Mr W ILSON repl ied:

(1) No.
(a) No aspects of the scheme have been

formally agreed between this State
and the Commonwealth.

(b) Negotiations with the Common-
wealth are continuing. It is not poss-
ible at this stage to predict when
they will be finalised.

(2) As soon as possible after negotiations
with the Commonwealth have been satis-
factorily concluded.

CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Applications: Advertisement
2225. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) On what date did the Government call

applications for the position of Executive
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Director of the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management?

(2) Would he give details of which media the
position was advertised in for-
(a) State;
(b) interstate,
(c) overseas;
and on how many occasions in each me-
dia?

(3) Would he table a copy of the advertise-
ment?

M r DA V IES replied:

(I)

(2)

22 and 29 December 1984 and 2 January
1985.
(a)

(b)

(c)

The West Australian advertised on
22 December 1984.
The Australian advertised on 29
December 1984.
No advertisements placed in over-
seas papers.
The positions were also advertised
in the Public Service notices on 2
January 1985.
The normal procedure is to adver-
tise only once in The West
Australian and The Australian.

(3) 1 hereby table a copy of the advertise-
ment.

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 450).

CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Applications: Number
2226. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) How many persons applied for the

position of Executive Director of the De-
partment of Conservation and Land
Management?

(2) Would he give details of the applicants
including the current positions they
hold?

(3) Who were the members of the panel per-
using applicants?

(4) Was the panel's recommendation
unanimous?

(5) Did Lhe Government change the panel's
recommendation?

M r DA VI ES replied:

(1) Fourteen (14), of whom nine (9) were
officers of the Public Service.

(2) No. It is normal practice that the
confidentiality of applications is strictly
preserved.

(3) Dr M. Mulcahy,
Mr B. Beggs,

Mr N, Halse,
Mr D. Doig.

(4) No.
(5) No.

MINISTER OFTHECROWN: PREMIER
Staff. Dr Syd Shea

2227. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
(I) On what date, was Dr Syd Shea

appointed to his staff as political adviser
and in what capacity?

(2) What were the terms of employment or
contract, yearly amount paid, and what
other emoluments were included in the
employment package, i.e. motor car,
telephone, expense allowance, travelling
allowance, holiday, long service leave,
sick leave, and would he provide details?

(3) Can he advise if he was aware whether
Dr Shea was a member of the-
(a) Australian Labor Party;
(b) executive body of the party;
(c) policy body of the party,
either prior to or at the time of his ap-
pointment as political adviser?

(4) Can he advise whether any other mem-
bers of Dr Shea's family have been
appointed to positions by his Govern-
ment, and if so, would he provide details
of the appointment and position?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) Dr Shea was seconded to my
staff from the Forests Department as a
scientific adviser under normal public
service terms and conditions on 28th
March, 1983.

(3) Political affiliations are not a consider-
ation for employment by the Govern-
ment.

(4) 1 have no intention of conducting inquir-
ies at great time and expense of every
appointment to the Government on the
off-chance that any of Dr Shea's rela-
tives may have been employed. If the
member has any specific concerns, I will
have them investigated.

DR SYD SHEA: NATURAL RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT

Repuation and Experience
2228. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Following a media statement issued by

him on 31 January 1985, will he give
details of the "international reputation in
the field of natural resource manage-
ment" of Dr Syd Shea?
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(2) In what countries, other than Canada,
has Dr Shea worked, on what projects
and with what internationally recognised
credits to earn the title "international
reputation"?

(3) Would he detail the experience gained
by Dr Shea, either in Australia or
internationally, in public admin-
istration?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) Dr Shea has received an international
reputation in the field of natural re-
source management by his contributions
in the form Of Scientific Papers in a var-
icty of international journals and books,
his invited contributions to international
conferences for example, International
Conference on Phytophthora, Inter-
national MEDICOS Conference and in
his contributions to the art of impleme n-
tation of research findings to resource
managers in Western Australia and
Ontario.

(2) Answered by (1). Dr Shea has also trav-
elled widely in the United States,
Canada and Great Britain where he has
given a number of lectures in the area of
natural resource management.

(3) In his capacity as a senior research scien-
tist, Dr. Shea was involved in
administering a large research pro-
gramme. Over the past two years, Dr
Shea has been involved in a broad range
of public administration activities as a
consequence of his role as Chairman of
the Land Management Implementation
Group and Scientific Adviser to the
Premier on Forests and the Environ-
ment.

CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Terms of Employment

2229. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for the
Environment:

What is the salary and other emoluments
of office to be received by the Executive
Director of the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management?

Mr DAVIES replied:

The salary of the Executive Director is
$70 287 per annum and an allowance of
$2 200 per annum, also provided with a
ca r.

FORESTS: TIMBER BUREAU
Permanent Head: Terms of Employment

2230. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Forests:
What is the salary and other emoluments
of office to be received by the head of the
proposed Timber Bureau?

Mr DAVIES replied:

To be determ ined.

FORESTS: TIMBER BUREAU
Permanent Head: Applications

2231. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Forests:
Does the Government intend to have ap-
plications called for the following
positions-
(a) H-ead of the Timber Bureau,
(b) Director of Forests;,
(c) Director, National Parks?

Mr DAV IES replied:.

(a) No.
(b) Y es.
(c) Yes.

PORTS AND H-ARBOURS: BOAT HARBOUR
Geographe Bay: Funding

2232. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister with
special responsibility for "Bunbury 2000":-

What funding was provided, anid where
in the 1994-85 Budget, for a boat
harbour in Geographe Bay?

Mr GRILL replied:

Costs associated with investigations work
estimated at $98 000 will be funded
from the 1984-85 Capital Works pro-
gramme, under Item 2 (Marine & Har-
bours), from a reallocation of funds
within the item.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 'BUNBURY
2000"

Advice: Government Instrumentalities
2233. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister with

special responsibility for 'Bunbury 2000":
(I) Has the Government sought advice

and/or comment from the-
(a) Town Planning Board;
(b) Department of Conservation anid

Environment;
(c) Environmental Protection Auth-

ority;,
(d) Department of Agriculture-Soil

Conservation Authority;,
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(e) Coastal Planning and Management
Authority,

and with what result?
(2) Will he table a copy of each response

received?

Mr GRILL replied:

(I) and (2) Yes, advice and/or comment is
frequently sought from these bodies.
The Minister would be pleased to con-
sider the question further if the Member
were to be more specific.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:
APPRENTICES
Farms: Publicity

2234. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:
(1) What action has the Government taken

to publicise the introduction of farm ap-
prenticeships in Western Australia?

(2) What is the full extent of assistance that
can be provided to potential farm ap-
Prentice employees under the Common-
wealth/State arrangement?

(3) How many positions will be available in
educational facilities during the coming
year?

(4) What agricultural industries, i.e. pas-
toral, dairying, beer production, etc, will
be included in 1985 courses?

(5) What towns will be included as edu-
cation centres for the commencement of
this apprenticeship programme?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The member should be aware that there
has been an extensive consultative pro-
cess with all the major industry groups
on this question. Further, Final approval
for the necessary Commonwealth recog-
nition of the farming apprenticeship as
an approved trade was only obtained and
announced approximately three weeks
ago. Further publicity will follow the
normal procedures adopted for the estab-
lishment of new apprentice trades.

(2) As an approved trade, all current State
and Commonwealth benefits will become
available to both employers and appren-
tices in the new trade.

(3) to (5) The provision of technical training
and the location of such training will de-
pend on the number and regional place-
ment of prospective apprentices. The
joint Press statement of 27 January,

1 985 makes clear the present stage of
developments for the proposed course
and for the information of the member, a
copy of the Press release is attached.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINE AND
HARBOURS DEPARTMENT

Albany: Staff

2235. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware that the office or the Depart-

ment of Marine and H-arbours in Albany
is understaffed and, therefore, unable to
give the region adequate service?

(2) Will he review the situation and estab-
lish to his own satisfaction that the ap-
pointmrent of a clerk-typist would largely
remedy the problem?

(3) Having established that facc, will he then
ensure that such an appointment is
made?

Mr GRILL replied:

(i) The Albany Marine and H-arbours
Office is primarily a base rrom which
navigation and marine rield officers
operate. In addition a part time service is
available in respect of chart sales and
boat registration matters.

(2) and (3) The matter is under review how-
ever it would appear that the appoint-
ment of a clerk typist is unwarranted.

PUBLIC RELATIONS: MR BA DEN PRATT
Appointment: Souih-west

2236. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister with
special responsibility for "Bunbury 2000":

Why, and for what reason, did the
Government appoint Mr Baden Pratt to
the south-west as a Government public
relations officer?

M r G R ILL replied:

Mr Baden Pratt has not been appointed
a public relations officer with the South
West Development Authority.
Mr Pratt continues as a Ministerial
Officer under con tract to the Premier. In
that capacity, as in the past, his work has
involved publicity/liaison with the South
West Development Authority. With ex-
pansion of authority activities the need
has been seen for more work in this di-
rection and this is going to lead to his
being in the South West.
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REG IONA L DEVELOPMENT: SOUTH
WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Public Relations Officer: Bunbury

2237. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister with
special responsibility for "Bunbury 2000":
(1) When did the Government receive a re-

quest from the South West Develop-
ment Authority 10 have a Governmehit
publicity officer appointed in Bunbury?

(2) Was the request made by the Director or
as a result of deliberation by the South
West Development Authority com-
mittee?

(3) When did the Government advertise the
position and in what media?

(4) What is the emolument of office, con-
ditions of employment, and title for Mr
Baden Pratt in his Bunbury position?

Mr GRI LL replied:

(I) to (4) See reply to question 2236.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY:
MR BADEN PRAT

Posit ion: 1983

2238. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
What position did Mr Baden Pratt have
with the Opposition party prior to the
State Election in February 1983?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Mr Pratt was on the staff of the Leader
of the Opposition's office.

MR BADEN PRATT: EMPLOYMENT
Post-February 1983

2239. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
What positions have been held by Mr
Baden Pratt since February 1983 and
has he been employed by either-
(a) the Public Service Board and at

what rate of salary; or
(b) contractual arrangement, at what

salary, and would he detail what
other emoluments of office are
available, i.e. motor car, travel al-
lowance, etc?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(a) and (b) Mr Pratt was appointed as a
Ministerial Officer (Special Services)
under usual contractual arrangements
relating to such positions,

DAIRYING: INDUSTRY
Levy: Government Agreement

2240. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Did the Western Australian Government

agree to a levy of 2 cents to be imposed
on the dairy industry in Western
Australia?

(2) What was the proposed-
(a) total cost to all dairy farmers; and
(b) average cost to all dairy farmers?

(3) What were the parameters, if any, and
conditions, if any, requested by him at
the Agricultural Council meeting?

(4) Will he be attending a further meeting of
the Agricultural Council on Friday, 22
February, called at the request of the
Victorian Premier, M r Cain?

(5) Is he aware that the Victorian Premier
has had meetings with the Prime Minis-
ter and has been reported as saying that
his Government will attempt to intimi-
date the Australian dairy industry by
ordering the Victorian Dairy Industry
Authority to initiate interstate trading in
milk unless all States agree with the
Victorian's dairy marketing proposals?

(6) What is the position and policy of the
Western Australian Government?

(7) Has the State Government any contin-
gency plans to ensure the protection of
the Western Australian dairy industry if
the alleged threat by the Victorian
Government is carried out, and would he
provide all details?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1), (2) and (6) The member is referred to the
comprehensive answer I gave on 7
November to Question No. 1635 and on
15 November to Question No. 1707.

(3) At the Agricultural Council meeting I
continued to -nport the ADIC pro-
posals and th. 'rameters contained
therein.

(4) In view of the attitudes strongly
expressed by all States and the Com-
monwealth at the recent Agricultural
Council meeting, there seems little point
in a further meeting at this time,

(5) I am aware of certain press and radio
reports of recent statements by the
Victorian Premier in relation to the
probability of interstate trading in milk.

(7) Certain contingency plans to deal with
competition from interstate sales of milk
and milk products are under consider-
ation. It would not be prudent to reveal
details of these at this time.
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DAIRYiNG: EXPORTS
Subsidies: Government

2241. Mr BLAIKiE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Following the Agricultural Council

meeting where proposals for a national
levy and market entitlement plan were
not agreed to, has this State realised the
proposal for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to subsidise export dairy pro-
duction if only for a limited period or,
say, 18 to 24 months, in order to ensure
the Australian dairy industry can remain
on world markets under similar con-
ditions to international competitors?

(2) What consideration has been given to
',tightening up" import duties on
imported dairy products from the
European Economic Community and
would he provide details?

(3) Has Western Australia made any inves-
tigation of the impact of the closer Econ-
omy Relations Agreement with New
Zealand, particularly in light of the
Agricultural Council's rejection of
national marketing plan?

(4) Has any consideration been given to
Australia re-negotiating the Closer
Economy Relations Agreement in re-
lation to New Zealand using Australia
as a dumping ground for dairy produce?

(5) Does the State Government accept the
view that market pressure from New
Zealand has the potential to have a more
devastating effect on Western
Australia's dairying industry than
across-the-State-border sales of inter-
state dairy produce?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Matters affecting international trade are

the responsibility of the Commonwealth
Government. I understand that concern
about the effect of subsidised cheese
imported from the European Com-
munity is the subject of discussions by
officials and will be taken up in nego-
tiations at Ministerial level in Brussels in
June 1985.

(3) and (4) At the recent meeting of
Australian Agricultural Council, the
Minister for Primary Industry indicated
that the Commonwealth's position on
domestic prices for manufactured dairy
products was that the Australian dairy
industry should recognise that domestic
prices in Australia would need to equate
in due course With import parity prices of
non-dumped, unsubsidised dairy
products from New Zealand. Any arti-
ficial maintenance of domestic prices in
Australia in the interim would distort

market forces and make the inevitable
adjustment and restructuring of the
dairy industry in Australia more diffi-
cult.

(5) The two matters are inter-related, but in
the short term, across-the- border sales of
market milk in Australia has the
potential for a greater effect than market
pressure from New Zealand.

PUBLIC RELATIONS: MR BADEN PRATT
Appointment: South-west

2242. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Premier:
(1) Is Mr Baden Pratt to be transferred to

Bunbury?
(2) In which capacity has he been employed,

and if being transferred, to which de-
partment and in what capacity?

(3) Will his salary vary and what expenses
will he be entitled to claim?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

1I) to (3) See answer to question 2236.

STOCK: SHEEP
Foot rot: Quarantine

2243. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is the number of farms under quarantine

for footrot in sheep increasing or improv-
ing?

(2) Has the source of the footrot been ident-
ified?

(3) Have all sheep properties been inspected
for footrot?

(4) What is being done to eradicate the
problem?

(5) Is any compensation available to any
farmer afrfected?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) There are currently 80 properties under
quarantine restrictions, 6 of these have
been imposed in the last three weeks. It
is expected that up to 50 properties will
be eligible for release in the next two
months.

(2) The evidence indicates that the source is
from flocks which have been carrying the
disease but were not known or suspected
by the owners or the Department.

(3) All quarantined properties have been
visited and eradication measures are now
under way.

(4) The eradication strategy is either to sell
all stock for immediate slaughter or to
remove infected animals for slaughter
after inspecting and paring all feet of all
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sheep, These options are discussed with
owners and the best financial option
recommended to him.

(5) No.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Conversion to Nursing Posts

2244. Mr THOMPSON, to the Mvinister for
Health:
(1) Besides the Wooroloo Hospital, has he

given consideration to converting any
other hospital in this State to nursing
posts?

(2) If "Yes", will he advise which hospitals
are under consideration?

M r HODGE replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

2245 to 2247. Postponed.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: BOAT HARBOUR
Geograpbe Bay: Plans

2248. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister with
special responsibility for "Bunbury 2000":
(1) Would he table plans showing proposals

for a boat harbour to be built in
Geographe Bay?

(2) How many sites were under consider-
ation, and would he give reasons that
alternative sites were rejected?

(3) What is the projected cost of the har-
bour, and when are works expected to
commence?

(4) What is the estimated completion date?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) An Environmental Review and Manage-

ment Programme, which contains plans
of the proposed boat harbour proposal, is
currently being prepared and will be
available for public release and comment
shortly. A copy will be made available to
the member at that time.

(2) Many locations were considered by the
consulting engineers but comparative
data was submitted in respect of two
sites, at Point Picquet and Castle Bay.
The Point Picquet site was recommended
by the consulting engineers due to en-
vironmental considerations.

(3) The estimated cost of Stage I is
$2 986 000 and subject to Government

acceptance following the environmental
review, construction could commence in
November 1985.

(4) The time frame for completion of Stage
I is mid 1987.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: STIRLING CITY
COUNCIL

Chinese Restaurant Rezoning: Councillor's Vote

710. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Was he correctly reported as having ac-

cused "a Liberal MP' who is also a
Stirling City councillor of originally
voting in favour of rezoning the ALP
Chinese restaurant at the City of Stirling
town planning committee meeting and
then changing his vote at last night's
council meeting?

(2) Is he aware that the member for Mt.
Lawley, the only Liberal MP on the
Stirling City Council, is not a member of
the town planning committee?

(3) Will he now apologise to Mr Cash?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) 1 was correctly reported as having

said that the motion moved by the town
planning committee was Mr Cash's mo-
tion. Firstly let us ascertain some of the
facts. Was Mr Cash present at the town
planning committee meeting? The
answer is "Yes".
Was he responsible for drafting the mo-
tion which was carried by the town plan-
ning committee? Councillor Alma
Venville who has been on the council, I
understand, longer than anyone else,
heard Councillor Cash today deny
framing the motion. She rang especially
to say that she was in attendance at the
meeting and that the motion was Mr
Cash's. Let him deny it.
The motion was Councillor Cash's.
There is no denial from Councillor Cash
because it was well-known before the
meeting that he had Framed the motion.
If he wants to say -in this place that Alma
Venville is a liar, he has the opportunity
to do so, but it is worse than that. We
have the situation at Stirling where, for
blatantly political purposes-i will go
through it chapter and verse-the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley has refused to sup-
port his leader. He has not denied that it
is his motion.
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That is the situation. I am glad that the
Leader of the Opposition has asked the
question because it will set the record
straight. When the matter was first
proposed to the City of Stirling, the
City of Stirling's town planner under-
stood, as did the council, that there was
to be a restaurant on the site, and the
detail included discussing with the city
planner questions of one entry fee for
members and one entry for non-mem-
bers.

The matter proceeded until the city plan-
ner at the City of Stirling advised that
the council should initiate a rezoning.
The Labor Party actually sought a
rezoning. The Labor Party actually
proposed a rezoning and the council it-
self proposed a rezoning in this situ-
ation-
(1) It had through its officers passed an

application, I am told, that was
marked "restaurant". The plan it-
self as approved by the council was
marked "restaurant".

(2) It had supervised the construction of
the restaurant through all the stages
to completion, enforcing all of the
uniform building by-laws necess-
arily in force upon any public res-
taurant.

(3) It approved a licence for a public
restaurant sign to be erected.

The council did all those things and it is
suggested that there should be a
rezoning application and that it, the
council, should initiate the rezoning ap-
plication. That is what happened. There
was no rezoning application by the
Australian Labor Party or by anyone on
the council. If members want demon-
strable evidence of the facts in this case
they need only look at the situation that
two Labor Party members of Parliament
resigned from the council or failed to
contest an application after time had
elapsed in which there could easily have
been perhaps a rezoning if it were
thought to be necessary.
A majority of councillors would have
been prepared to support the rezoning,
but it was not considered necessary be-
cause the council knew exactly what was
happening.

However, it is worse than that. The
Stirling City Council has set about

systematically attempting to undermine
the Government-

Point of Order
Mr HASSELL: The statements being made

by the Premier bear no relationship
whatsoever to the question that was
asked.

The SPEAKER: On many occasions I have
previously ruled that, in these circum-
stances there is no point of order in re-
spect to the way a Minister answers a
question. All I have asked is that Minis-
ters. make their answers short, but in a
case like this I think a Minister, or the
Premier, should be given the opportunity
to answer the Leader of the Opposition's
query.

Mr HASSELL: To make a statement?

Questions (without notice) Resumed
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Briefly referring to two

other in stances, first of all, a systematic
cam paign was l auniched i n rega rd to Sta r
Swamp to undermine the Government,
and then the City of Stirling embarked
upon the process of trying to demon-
strate that the Government had failed to
honour its obligations in respect of CEP
funding only to find out that the council
was wrong.
In regard to last night's meeting not
gaining much publicity-and members
know why-the council censured the
town planner and also the city engineer.
The only person uncensured was the Di-
rector of Community Services and I do
not think he was at the meeting. I am
told he will be censured next week. That
is the truth about this situation. It is
especially significant that Councillor
Venville was prepared to ring my office
and to once again confirm that the mo-
tion that was carried by the town plan-
ning committee was framed by Council-
lor Cash who then voted against the mo-
tion that he had framed himself.

TECHNOLOGY: DEVELOPMENT
Neglect: Liberal Party

711. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Minister for
Technology:
(1) Has the Minister for Technology's atten-

tion been drawn to the reported com-
ments of Sir Charles Court in The West
Australian of 13 February regarding the
development of new and competitive
high technology industries in Australia?
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(2) Does this indicate that WA Liberals
have finally discovered the error of their
ways in neglecting technological
development in this State for so long?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) and (2) 1 am sure members can imagine

that I was staggered to read in the
columns of The West Australian that re-
port that has not been contradicted by
the worthy elder statesman. I quote just
to demonstrate that at least the old
guard of the Liberal Party in Western
Australia is waking up, and I indicate to
the House that I think it is an outstand-
ing lesson to the juniors who are now
wearing the mantle of leadership of the
Liberal Party of this State.
Let me indicate wvhat the old fox had to
say-

. . Australia needed to encourage
the development of a whole range of
new and competitive high-tech-
nology industries as well as
implementing advanced techno-
logies to existing industries.

This was during the course of the deliv-
ery of the Sir Walter Scott Rotary lec-
ture at the Sydney Rotary Club. To con-
tin ue-

The challenge is to grasp the oppor-
tunity for creating a new industrial
age in Australia.

Those of us who sit on this side of the
House are more than slightly amazed to
see that the penny has finally dropped, as
far as the old guard is concerned, in re-
spect of the Liberal Party in Western
Australia.
It has taken eight long years to demon-
strate that it is possible for old dogs to
learn new tricks. Members opposite, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Narrogin. and certainly the
current member for Nedlands and others
who sat alongside Sir Charles Court dur-
ing the halcyon days of the 1960s and
1970s, seem to have clung to the belief
that all we needed to do in this State to
secure our economic future was to dig
bigger holes. It can be summed up with
nothing better than the expression "the
tonnage mentality".
Might I suggest to those worthy mem-
bers that the 1980s and 1990s will de-
mand from us a tonnage, technology,
and services mentality. It really is de-
lightful to see, as late in the day as 1985,
after so much tutelage from some of the
members on this side of the House, that
that fine old war horse has woken up to
the reality that our salvation does in fact
lie to a large degree in the birth of a new

industrial age that involves high tech-
nology industry on one side and the mod-
ernisation of industry on the other. I
hasten to add in conclusion that there is
no truth in the rumour that Sir Charles
Court was my mentor in this matter.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: STIRLING CITY
COUNCIL

Chinese Resiaurant Rezoning: Dismissal
712. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Planning:
(I) Is the Minister aware of concern

expressed by a number of Stirling City
councillors that unless they agreed to
vote in favour of rezoning the Labor
Party's Chinese restaurant the council
would be dismissed?

(2) Is it the Government's intention to con-
tinue to attempt to intimidate the City Of
Stirling into rezoning the ALP Chinese
restaurant?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1)

Mr
Mr

and (2) I was astounded by speculation
of the kind that the Stirling City Council
might be dismissed. The first I knew that
the Stirling City Council was meeting
last night to consider the question of its
town planning scheme was when I read
in the newspaper speculation that I
might be about to sack it. I was not pre-
viously aware that it was meeting, and I
understood that-

Hodge: Who started the speculation?
PEARCE: That is an interesting ques-
tion. Associated with that first knowl-
edge of the meeting were predictions
from the Opposition in this Parliament
that the Stirling City Council would vote
7:6 to defeat the amendment which was
required to the town planning scheme. I
had no knowledge of the meet-ing and
certainly had no knowledge of the way
the numbers were shaping if work was
being done in that area. I was astounded
hear these kinds of predictions.
It is hardly surprising that that led to the
conclusion that there had been some col-
lusion between Liberal Party members of
the State Parliament and Liberal Party
members of the Stirling City Council to
bring about a result which the Liberal
Party thought might be embarrassing to
the Labor Party, or to the State Govern-
ment.
The Liberals claim there are no politics
in local government, yet it is the State
Opposition which announced 24 hours in
advance the vote to be taken at the
Stirling City Council. I find that an
amazing position for a city council to
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involve itself in. particularly as the coun-
cil has made a decision which has
resulted in the holding up of millions of
dollars of developmental work to be done
in the City of Stirling.
What is the responsibility of the Stirling
City Council? Is it to play party politics
on behalf of the party to which the ma-
jority of the members belong, or is it a
responsibility to look after the interests
of its ratepayers?
With regard to the supposed sacking:
There is no proposal to sack the Stirling
City Council. One of the reasons is that
there is no power to sack the Stirling
City Council on this issue.
The section of the Town Planning Act, to
which the member for Mt. Lawley
directed my attention by way of question
on notice today contains no power what-
soever for me to dismiss the Stirling City
Council. In fact, the action I took today
was quite the reverse. I asked the Mayor
and relevant members of the council to
see me and I met them in Parliament
House during the course of the after-
noon. when Parliament was sitting, and I
put to them the proposition that it would
be in everyone's best interest if we could
obtain an agreed solution to this dispute
which has boiled on for some time.
As a result of that the Stirling City
Council has agreed on a special meeti ng
next Friday night to consider a letter
from me, a letter which will ask them to
reconsider their decision and which lists
the grounds on which the Government
will be asking them to reconsider their
decision. Obviously considerable powers
are vested in me, powers which were
given to me by this Parliament and its
predecessors. I have chosen not to use
any of those powers, but simply to ask
the Stirling City Council to reconsider
its position in the light of everything that
has gone on.
There is a little Monty Python aspect to
this whole business because I have no
doubt that there is a little bit of improper
dealing betwveen Liberal Party members
on the council and Liberal Party mem-
bers here to raise this matter. It is in the
expectation that there will be a State
election on either 4 May or I I May.
We will not be running candidates until
next year, when the real election is held;
and if the Liberal Party councillors
are fearful that they need to raise this
issue with an election in the wind, I can
assure them that there is no election in
the wind. However, doubtless,
speculation of an early election will quell

speculation about an early Opposition
leadership challenge.

LEG ISLATI VE COUNCI L: GOV ER NMENT
ACTION

Illegal: Support
713. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Minister for

Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
Is it true that the Legislative Council has
voted in favour of an act by a Govern-
ment that was illegal?

Mr TONKIN replied:
Unfortunately it is true that the Legis-
lative Council, often called the House of
Review, did in fact vote in favour of an
illegal proclamation. Amidst heated
controversy and in defiance of warnings
that to do so was illegal, the Legislative
Council endorsed a proclamation in 1959
which rescinded a lawful order for an
electoral redistribution.
After the whole matter was finally heard
before the Supreme Court, the judgment
of the court was that the proclamation
was illegal and that a redistribution
should take place.
Members should remember the record of
the Liberal Party when it had to be taken
screaming before the Supreme Court of
this State to uphold the law as far as
electoral matters were concerned.
An illegal act of the Brand Government
was clearly not subjected to the careful
scrutiny which the Legslative Council
claims as its special function.
The Liberal-Country Party majority in
the Council of the day obviously thought
subservience to the Liberal-Country
Party Government was more important
than lawful behaviour. This demon-
strates once again that the Legislative
Council is a joke as far as being a House
of Review is concerned and only acts as a
party house as dictated to by its Liberal
bosses. It has always shown a disturbing
tendency to go to sleep when the Liberal
Party is in Government.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: STIRLING CITY
COUNCIL

Chinese Restaurant Rezoning: Funding
Withdrawal

714. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Planning:
(I) Is it a fact that on radio today the Minis-

ter threatened the future granting of
funds to the City of Stirling unless the
council agreed to rezone the ALP
Chinese restaurant in Wanneroo Road?
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(2) If the answer to question (1) is "Yes",
how does the Minister justify such
blatant abuse of his position in threaten-
ing a local government authority in this
way, especially on the day or the Chinese
New Year?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The simple answer is '"No"- I did not

make that threat and I have no power to
make that threat. The America's Cup
funding does not fall within my area of
responsibility.

Mr Brian Burke: He is a dim sim.
Mr PEARCE: It is true.
(2) There is no need for me to make threats

to the council, because it is within my
legal power simply to direct the council
to incorporate that amendment and have
the scheme gazetted on that basis. There
is no need for the Government to
threaten the council; we can simply do it
because we have the power to do it. We
have sought not to exercise that power,
but to resolve the matter by way of dis-
cussion.
However, I will clarify the report, be-
cause it was probably based on a genuine
misunderstanding.
During a radio interview this morning. I
explained that one of the reasons I
wanted a hasty resolution to this matter
was that millions of dollars worth of de-
velopment was being held up pending the
approval of the town planning scheme.
The reporter then asked me whether that
meant that some of the City of Stirling's
grandiose schemes for the America's
Cup could come to nothing and I said
that they sure could because nothing can
occur, development-wise, until the town
planning scheme is finalised. That means
that no plans relating to the America's
Cup can be finalised until the town plan-
ning scheme is completed.
Apparently, that was construed as a
threat of our withholding funding. That
was never the intention of what I said,
and it is not something about which I
have the power to make statements.

PENSIONERS: ASSETS TEST
Fundra ising Let ter: Leader of the Opposition

715. Mr BURKETT, to the Premier:
(1) Is thc Premier aware that the people who

rcceived unsolicited letters from the Lib-
eral candidate for the Federal seat of
Stirling and Stirling City councillor, Mr
Greg Hancock, about the assets test, are
now receiving letters from the Leader of
the Opposition seeking funds on the basis
that there will be an early State election?

(2) Has he made a decision on an early State
election?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) It is strange that those people to

whom the Liberal Party candidate for
Stirling directed his correspondence
after he obtained his list from the City of
Stirling are now receiving letters from
the Leader of the Opposition. I have
received a copy of the Leader of the Op-
position's fundraising letters to pen-
sioners.
If all the dire predictions about the
assets test made by the Liberal candidate
in his earlier letter had been true, I am
surprised that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition would believe that the pensioners
had very much left over to contribute to
advertising and market research for the
Liberal Party.
In his letter, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition claims that there is every indi-
cation that the Government is gearing
for a premature State election, possibly
within a matter of months. The Leader
of the Opposition claims to have inside
information. The only inside information
that the Leader of the Opposition has on
this matter is from the fevered imagin-
ation inside the head of somebody at 5 I
Colin Street, West Perth, someone who
writes begging letters to pensioners on
behalf of the Leader of the Opposition.
The Government has made no decision
on an early election or specifically in re-
spect of the dates of 4 and I I May
mentioned by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to several people. It may be of
interest for the Leader of the Opposition
to go back to his own files and read a
Press release of two or three weeks' ago
which announced that I would be in
Norway On those dates. Therefore, the
Leader of the Opposition's election will
be a n ea rly but lonely a ffa ir.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS
Legislation: Advertising Campaign

716. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) How much has been put aside, budgeted,

or allocated for a proposed Government
advertising campaign in support of its
Aboriginal land rights legislation?

(2) When is the campaign expected to be-
gin?

M r W ILSON replied:
(1) and (2) The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-

sition, in asking that question, is making
some assumptions. In fact, I think that
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question should be seriously considered
as being in contravention of the Standing
Orders. It is based simply on an assump-
lion which that member has. I do not
intend to give any substance to his as-
sumptions on this matter or on any other
matter because everything about which
he opens his mouth is so supremely
superficial that I do not think we should
bother ourselves at all about it.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Students: linpiaced

717. Mr P. J. SMITH, to the Minister for
Education:
(I) Has the Minister read news reports that

assert that 6 000 applicants for tertiary
education institutions have not been
given places this year and that 4 000 ap-
plicants have been turned away from the
University of Western Australia?

(2) Are the reports correct?
(3) If not, has the Minister sought to ascer-

tain the facts?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) to (3) 1 thank the member for some no-

tice of the question. The figure of 6 000
students missing out on places at the four
tertiary institutions was based on a cal-
culation made by a reporter who simply
subtracted the figure of the number of
students who had sat for the Tertiary
Admission Exam and applied for entry
to tertiary institutions from the number
of students who received entrance to
those institutions. The reporter neglected
to take into account the fact that many
students would not reach a sufficient
level of marks to qualify for tertiary en-
trance.
The figure of 6 000 was given credibility
liy the claim that many thousands would
miss out on entrance to the University of
Western Australia. I wrote to the vice-
chancellor of that institution asking him
to explain the figures because they ap-
peared to be wrong. He sent me a letter
stating that the figures were
substantially wrong and that the story in
the context in which it was taken was
misleading.
I am not certain exactly how many
students have not been able to obtain a
place in tertiary institutions in Western
Australia. Immediately upon my return
from the Australian Education Council
meeting in New Zealand, I pressed very
strongly for additional tertiary places in
Western Australia. I asked the Tertiary
Institutions Service Centre to report to

me on the number of students who were
unable to get a place.
The centre was not able to give a re-
sponse but I am expecting a report in a
week and a half as to the final figures. It
is complicated because the qualifying
levels for the four institutions in Western
Australia are different. Somebody who
seeks to gain entrance to the University
of Western Australia might not qualify,
but might qualify for entrance to another
institution. My best guess is that there
might be between 500 and 700 young
people qualified to go to some insti-
tutions for which they made application
but who were not accepted. The fact that
there will be more than 2 000 additional
student places in Western Australian
tertiary institutions over the next two
years ought to enable supply and de-
mand figures to be fairly well-matched
for those two years.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: SACRED SITES
Harris River Dam

718. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Is the Minister aware of reported Abor-

iginal sacred or artefacts sites in the area
designated for the Harris River Dam?

(2) If so, is this likely to delay the project?
(3) What action has the Minister taken in

respect of those sites?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) If the member has the courtesy

to place that sort of question on the no-
tice paper I am sure he will get a proper
reply.

HEALTH: NURSES
Accommodation: Gold fields

719. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Health:
The Minister for Health and this
Government have given great support to
the people of the Goldfields and their
needs and have demonstrated in the past
and at Present that they are willing to
continue that help. At present there is a
need for nursing accommodation. Will
the Minister give me some indication of
what moves he has made to overcome the
problems associated with nursing accom-
modation in the Goldfields?

Mr HODGE replied:
I am pleased to advise the member for
Kalgoorlie, whom I thank for short no-
tice of the question, that I have given
approval for the calling of tenders for
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additional staff accommodation at
Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital. The proj-
ect will provide 16 single bed-sitting
units and four larger units with separate
bedrooms and sitting rooms.
It will be an extension to the current
Hutton Lodge motel-style staff accom-
modation and will replace substandard
quarters on the hospital site. It rep-
resents a substantial financial investment
in the future of Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital and demonstrates the Govern-
ment's commitment to improvi ng accom-
modation conditions for hospital staff
and a commitment to meeting the con-
tinuing health needs of the people of the
Goldfields.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Environmienmal Review and Management

Programme: Public Comment
720. Mr PETER JONES. to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Has the environmental review for the

proposed aluminium smelter in the
south-west been completed?

(2) If so, when will it be available for public
comment?

(3) If not, when is it expected to be
completed?

(4) For how long will the ERMP be avail-
able for public comment before the
Government considers any submissions
and makes a final decision on the
proposed site and other environmental
aspects?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) to (4) The report is not completed. It will

be made available but the exact time will
depend on the date on which the
company completes the report and
makes it available to the Government. it
will have to fit in with a reasonable time-
table. I assure the member that ample
time will be made available for public
comment.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Consultaion: Agriculture Department

721. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

With regard to the proposed south-west
smelter, what research, investigation,
and discussion has he or his department
had with local government, local
farmers, and other interested groups re-
garding the smelter and its effect or
otherwise upon the agricultural and

associated farming activities in the vicin-
ity, and with what result to date?

Mr EVANS replied:
The input of all the appropriate depart-
ments will be part and parcel of the en-
vironmental review and management
programme. It is a statutory requirement
before any such programme goes ahead.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Consultation: Harvey Shire Council

722. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What discussions have been held with

the Harvey Shire Council regarding the
proposed smelter project in the south-
west suggested for construction within
the Harvey Shire?

(2) Has the Harvey Shire Council agreed
with the proposals which have been put
before it in any discussions?

(3) Has the Council approved of the devel-
opment as proposed by the Government?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) I am increasingly coming to the con-

clusion that the Opposition is opposed to
the concept of an aluminium smelter at
Kemerton in Western Australia. The
member for M urray- Wellington has
indicated that he is opposed to it. That
was the site originally selected and
agreed to by the former Government and
all the environmental considerations
point to it as the optimum site to be used
for the smelter. We have had nothing but
support, particularly given the
substantial work which has gone into
developing a land use management plan,
not just in regard to the smelter site but
also to the substantial areas around the
smelter. This will be seen when the
ERMP and land use management plan
are released. It will make it the most
protected area surrounding any smelter
in Australia, and probably one of the
most protected in the world.
The innovative thought that has gone
into the various aspects of the land by
the smelter project participants and the
Government will ensure that it will have
an environmental management pro-
gramme which will be the envy of all
sectors of the world.

(2) and (3) So far as discussions with the
Harvey Shire Council are concerned,
many discussions have been held. I can-
not advise the exact number but cer-
tainly I have had several and my officers
have had a large number of discussions
with the council. My understanding is
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that the Harvey Shire Council has
indicated its general support. Indeed, at
the meeting which the member and I
attended, the president of the shire
indicated her general support for the
proposition. I understand that the shire
is ready to initiate the necessary
rezoning proposals required to ensure
that the smelter can be built on the
nominated site.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Planning Approvals

723. Mr TRETHOWAN. to the Minister for
Planning:

Has the Town Planning Department and
other appropriate planning bodies gi ven
the necessary planning and zoning ap-
proval required for the aluminium
smelter proposal within the Harvey Shire
Council?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I understand the rezoning processes are
under way, but they are currently being
undertaken at the council level. The re-
quest has not gone before the bodies to
which the member refers.
I am not certain that is the complete
truth, but if the member will put the
question on the Notice Paper I will pro-
vide an accurate response.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER: AGREEMENT
ACT

Local Content: Monitoring
724. Mr LAURANCE, to the Deputy Premier:

In view of the announcement in The
Australian Financial Review of 19
February 1985 that the participants in
the proposed south-west aluminium
smelter are about to invite bids for initial
construction works, I ask what action
has his department taken to-
(1) Ensure maximum local content in

any such bids?
(2) What arrangements have been

agreed to regarding the use of local
professional services as part of the
local content requirement?

(3) What arrangements has his depart-
ment instituted to monitor the local
content arrangements for goods,
equipment, and local professional
services in the project?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) 10 (3) 1 suggest that the member directs

that question to the Minister for Min-
erals and Energy, who is handling that
project.

EDUCATION: HOSTEL
Amity House: Report

725. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Minister completely satisfied with

the report by Mr Peter Blaxell regarding
the boy at Amity House Hostel in
Albany?

(2) Does he accept that that report satisfac-
torily and fully resolves all outstanding
issues?

(3) Does he give any weight to reported
remarks by the psychiatrist involved in
the case, remarks which suggested that
some of the findings of the report were
questionable in view of his professional
assessment of the boy involved?

(4) Does he believe that further or other in-
vestigation or inquiry is necessary or de-
sirable, or does he regard the matter as
completely at an end?

The SPEAKER: The questions asked call for
an opinion by the Minister and are out of
order. However, perhaps the Minister
will be prepared to answer some of the
points raised.

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) to (4) 1 would appreciate the opportunity

to answer the questions raised. The re-
port has been prepared by Mr Blaxell,
the independent member of the Bar
whom I commissioned to initiate an in-
quiry. I provided the Leader of the Op-
position with a copy of the report.
The report comes in two sections. One is
a public section which deals specifically
with the allegations against the Amity
House Hostel in Albany. I am satisfied
that the report completely exonerates the
hostel from all allegations made against
it; it shows that there is no substance to
the allegations and no proof to support
the allegations specifically made. At that
level I am perfectly satisfied with the
report. It is also the case that I asked the
investigator to look at the issue of what
caused the young boy's problems, par-
ticularly the psychosis. He provided a
confidential report on that matter, a
copy of which I have given to the Leader
of the Opposition, but to no-one else.
That report raises a number of questions
and it is true to say that the investi-
gator's conclusion is that the final truth
might never be known. Certainly there
are some question marks over the confi-
dlential part of the report, but I do not
propose to discuss that section. As a re-
sult it is not within my purview to take
further action.
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As Far as the allegations against the hos-
tel are concerned, the matter is at an
end, and it is not my intention -to take
any further action with regard to the
hostel or the allegations made therein.
With regard to the suggestion that there
might be a further inquiry with the in-
vestigator being given power to call and
compel witnesses, I note that the investi-
gator said that he did not need that
power and he was able to speak to all
those he needed to. Therefore, he had
confidence in his report and did not feel
he could have learned more if he had had
a greater level of power. Therefore, I see
no further reason to take action in this
regard.
I have noticed public comments by the
boy's psychiatrist which suggest that he
does not agree with all conclusions
reached in the report. I would perhaps
give some greater level of credence to
that if it Were not for the fact that the
boy's psychiatrist has in fact changed his
story on a number of occasions, accord-
ing to the investigator, even to the point
of suggesting that the boy's problems
finally might have been caused by a viral
infection, which was somewhat different
from the sort of thing which had been
said at the beginning.
I am not a psychiatrist or an investi-
gator, but I am satisfied with the report.
The hostel is cleared, in my view, and it
is not my intention to take further ac-
tion. I will, however, table the public sec-
tion of the report in Parliament
tomorrow.

ALUM INIUM SMELTER: AGREEMENT
ACT

Local Content: Monitoring
726. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

M inerals and Energy:
It is well-known that the Deputy Premier
has very little knowledge, but I am sur-
prised-

The SPEAKER: Order! When I rise to my
feet, if members are on their feet they
arc required to sit down. You know very
well that question time is a privilege ex-
tended by me. I have always said that
when a member rises to seek my atten-
tion, he should ask a question.

Mr LAURANCE: Thank you for the privi-
lege. I redirect my previous question to
the Minister for Minerals and Energy.

Because of the importance of the Loc-al
content segment of the proposed south-
west aluminium smelter-a matter
which I thought would have been very
much within the province of the Deputy
Premier-I ask-
(1) What has his department done to

ensure maximum local content in
any such smelter?

(2) What arrangements have been
made to use local professional ser-
vices as part of the local content
requirement?

(3) What arrangements has his depart-
ment instituted to monitor the local
content arrangements in respect of
goods, equipment, and local pro-
fessional services?

Mr PARKER replied:.
(I to (3) Perhaps I could begin answering

the question by explaining for the benefit
of the members opposite the co-operation
which has existed for some time between
the Department of Resources Develop-
ment, which comes under my control,
and the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment, which comes under the control
of the Deputy Premier. As the members
for Narrogin and Floreat would know,
the agreement Act process which has
been used for many years to regulate
industrial development of this type in
Western Australia has traditionally, and
certainly in the more recent agreements,
contained local content clauses which
have been designed to ensure the maxi-
mum possible degree of local content.
Originally there was one Department of
Industrial Development which covered
both areas, but since the department was
split-an action which was taken in the
time of the last Government-the agree-
ments have been negotiated and
administered by the Department or Re-
sources Development. in fact, the de-
partment has a very senior officer, Mr
David West, who is in charge of that
area. He draws on other departments in-
chiding, in particular, the Department of
Industrial Development, for assistance
with an understanding of, for example,
the local fabrication industry. The De-
partment of Industrial Development acts
as a giver of advice to my department in
relation to that industry and other indus-
tries that might be involved. It also acts
as a lobby on behalf of the industry.
putting forward the case of Western
Australian industry to the regulatory de-
partment, in this case the Department of
Resources Development. The Depart-
ment of I ndustrial Development puts for-
ward very strong views on local content.
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That is what happened in relation to
Wagerup, Worsicy, and the North-West
Shelf project. I am surprised that the
member for Gascoyne. who had three
years' experience as a Minister during
the timne of the former Government, was
not aware of that distinction.

So far as this project is concerned, we
have sought to maximise local content,
and we have done it in a number of ways.
Firstly, the draft agreement, which is
still being negotiated between the joint
venturers and the Government, contains
a local content clause which is in fact
stronger than any previous local content
clause which has been negotiated or in-
cluded in any such agreement process.
Of course, time will tell whethier that is
accepted Finally. However, the Govern-
ment supports the very strong contention
that it ought to be accepted.

Secondly, in conjunction with the De-
partment of Industrial Development, and
with its advice as to the level of work
that might be done in Western Australia,
a publication has been produced which
has identified projects for the Govern-
ment, for the joint venturers in the
smelter consortium, and for the industry
so that it can start planning early so we
do not have the situation we had with the
North-West Shelf project and the other
projects when people just were not on
time in tendering for the projects.

In respect of local professional ser-
vices, I have had extensive discussions
with the joint venturers in relation to
that aspect. We have reached an in-prin-
ciple agreement. For the first time in a
long while, this major project will have a
joint venture between a major inter-
national engineering firm-everybody
acknowledges that its involvement is
necessary in a project of this type-and a
local, Australian engineering Firm. At
the construction level, whatever major
management contract is let, portion of
that will be. let to a local, A ustralian
firm-preferably a Western Australian
firm. We have achieved that in-principle
agreement, which is in contradistinction
to the situation that prevailed in relation
to Worsley, the North-West Shelf proj-
ect, and many other projects..

As far as monitoring is concerned,
that will be part of the process set up
under the agreement, in the same way as
the monitoring process takes place, for
example, in what remains of phase I of
the North-West Shelf project. That proj-
ect is winding down, but certainly over
the last 18 months in which I have been
the Minister there has been a regular,

monthly monitoring of the local content
of the contracts let, of where they are
issued, of how many people are
employed, and all those sorts of things. It
has all been very well taken care of. I can
assure the member for Gascoyne that the
Government is doing everything in its
power to ensure two things. The first is
that we have a smelter project at all-we
all know that 70 or 80 per cent of
nothing is nothing. Having achieved a
project, the maximum degree of local
content will help the Western Australian
industries which suffered to a great ex-
tent under the previous Government.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS

Legislation: Agreement with Federal Government

727. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister with special
responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) In relation to the State Government's

land rights legislation, how many issues
have not yet been agreed upon with
Canberra?

(2) What are those issues?
(3) What are the differences between the

State and the Commonwealth?

Mr WILSON replied:
(I)
(2)

None.
and (3) 1 guess the other two answers
fall into place.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS

Country: Conversion to Nursing Posts

728. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:

Relating to the reply he gave me to ques-
tion 2244 today, bearing in mind that
when he attended a public meeting at
Wooroloo he said that for the amount of
money being expended at Wooroloo, a
better service could be provided in
another form, does he still assert that no
other hospital anywhere else in the State
is under consideration for a rearrange-
ment of the services now provided by it?

M r H ODG E repl ied:
The member for Kalamunda referred to
a question on notice to which I gave an

153



[ASSEMBLY]

answer today, and he implied that he was
really seeking an elaboration or clarifi-
cation of that answer. In fact, he is now
asking an entirely different question.
The question on notice asked whether I
had given consideration to converting
any other hospital in this State to a nurs-

ing post. and the answer to that question
was "No". The question he has just
asked is whethcr I have given consider-
ation to altering the services available at
other hospitals, For me to give an accu-
rate reply, the member would need to
put that question on notice.
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